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What “They” Say . . . What Will You Say?
Dr. Bob Lay has done us a wonderful service in making the OT
Apocrypha accessible to non-specialists. These ancient Jewish
texts are rich devotionally, and they provide essential background
for the proper interpretation of the New Testament. I have little
doubt that Jesus and his earliest Jewish followers were well
acquainted with these works. We should be, as well!
~ Joe Hellerman, PhD,
Professor of New Testament Language and Literature,
Talbot School of Theology

I can’t think of a more winsome invitation to encounter the
ancient Jewish works now known as “the Apocrypha” than Bob
Lay’s Books Jesus Read: Learning from the Apocrypha. His readerfriendly introductions helpfully set the context for reviving the
understanding of these old classics in a new day. Treat yourself
here to some of the “other” literature that Jesus knew, books that
have been read and appreciated by Jews and Christians for
over two millennia.
~ Charles E. Hill, PhD,
Professor Emeritus of New Testament and Early Christianity,
Reformed Theological Seminary

Imagine discovering a hidden treasure. That is what you have
in your hands at this moment. This is especially the case if you
are someone divinely called into the spiritual trenches of ministry
today. Robert F. Lay gifts us here with something wonderfully
simple but not simplistic, thorough but not overwhelming, as he
blows the dust from a forgotten spiritual classic (the Apocrypha).
The balance of profound and practical here is something every
minister, and the people for whom they care for, would benefit
from tremendously.
~ Rev. Tom Kang,
Lead Pastor at New Story Church of Los Angeles
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Bless the LORD, Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
For he has rescued us from Hades
and saved us from the power of death,
and delivered us from the midst of the burning fiery furnace;
from the midst of the fire he has delivered us.
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
for his mercy endures forever.
All who worship the Lord, bless the God of gods,
sing praise to him and give thanks to him,
for his mercy endures forever.
~ from the Song of the Three Jews
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Introduction
I am eager to introduce you to the “hidden writings,” for
that is what “Apocrypha”1 means. First, however, I must
confess that my own adventures into the Apocrypha did
not begin until, as an adult reader, I developed a passion
for ancient literature. Before then, the history and many
fascinating stories of the Apocrypha simply did not exist
for me. For someone raised and educated in the JudeoChristian heritage, that is a serious lack!
As a compound term, “Judeo-Christian heritage” signifies
the historical continuity between the Jewish religion and
the Christian faith. “Judeo-Christian spirituality” may be
a less familiar term, but it is important to know about the
type of spirituality that historical Judaism passed on to
Christianity. This Sacred Roots Spiritual Classic aims to
1 Apocrypha – a plural noun that refers to the various writings included within
its collection. We say, for example, “the Apocrypha were read” instead of “the
Apocrypha was read.” The Apocrypha includes the books of Tobit, Judith, 1–2
Maccabees, Wisdom of Solomon, and Wisdom of Sirach, together with various
additions to the Old Testament books of Esther and Daniel. Roman Catholics call
the Apocrypha “deuterocanonical,” or secondarily canonized.
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meet that need, while at the same time introducing readers
to the historical, biblical, and theological significance of
the Apocrypha.
The Earliest Translations of the Bible
Did you know that the Apocrypha were read as Holy
Scripture by many in the ancient church? This was due
partly to their inclusion in the manuscripts of the GreekJewish Scriptures known as the Septuagint.2 Then too,
Jerome3 included these writings in his authoritative Latin
Vulgate translation of the Bible, though he considered
them unequal to Scripture. The medieval church’s adoption
of the Vulgate kept these books before Christian readers
for more a thousand years.
Martin Luther, the 16th century Protestant Reformer,
judged the Apocrypha good to read but not sufficient as
a source for doctrine.4 The Articles of Religion of the
Anglican Church (1571) were more specific, naming
fourteen apocryphal books which “the church doth read
for example of life and instruction of manners; but yet
2 Septuagint – the earliest known translation of the Hebrew Old Testament
into Greek, the language spoken throughout the ancient Mediterranean world
and the language of the New Testament. The translation was completed around
200 BC. According to tradition, the translation was produced by seventy (some
say seventy-two) rabbis. Septuagint means “seventy” and is abbreviated by the
Roman numerals LXX, which is 70.
3 Jerome – revered as a “Doctor of the Church,” Jerome (AD 345–420) was
among the few church fathers literate in Hebrew. He based his Old Testament
translation, therefore, on the Hebrew text and not only on the Septuagint
translation. It was he who first called these writings “Apocrypha.”
4 Other Reformers, particularly Anabaptists, considered the Apocrypha of
equal authority to the rest of Scripture. See Jonathan R. Seiling, “Solae (Quae)
Scripturae: Anabaptists and the Apocrypha,” Mennonite Quarterly Review 80
(2006), 30.
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doth it not apply them to establish any doctrine.”5 The
Apocrypha were also included in early printed editions of
the King James Bible! To summarize, the thirty-nine books
we call the Old Testament, translated into Greek and
interspersed with various books now known collectively
as the Apocrypha, became the Bible of Greek-speaking
Christianity.6 When translated into Latin, they became
the Bible of Western, medieval Christianity, and continue
to this day as the Bible of Roman Catholicism.
The History of Second Temple Judaism
With the turn of a single page, readers of the Protestant
Bible move from Malachi to Matthew’s Gospel. But what
happened to God’s people during the several hundred
years between the final Old Testament prophet and John
the Baptist? The name of this historical period lumps
together everything under the banner of the Second Temple.
That is, from the completion of Zerubbabel’s temple
(Ezra 3:8; Hag 1:1), in 515 BC until its destruction in
AD 70. This crucial era included several world-changing
events, including (1) Alexander the Great’s conquest and
subsequent transformation (specifically, the “Hellenization”)7
of world culture; (2) the rise of Israel as an independent
nation for only the second time since the reign of David;
(3) the development of several Jewish sects, including the
Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes; and, finally, (4) the
rise of Rome as the most powerful empire the world had
yet seen. If Old Testament history is important for
5 Article 6 on the Sufficiency of Scripture, of the Thirty-Nine Articles available
online at http://www.eskimo.com/~lhowell/bcp1662/articles/articles.html#6.
6 Greek-speaking Christianity – ancient, Eastern Christianity.
7 Hellenization – the Greek cultural transformation initiated by Alexander the
Great’s conquest of the Mediterranean world.
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understanding the New Testament, then a knowledge of
these eventful years prior to the birth of Jesus must also
be important. And that’s equally true for the writings of
the period, which are important as historical sources. As
one eminent church historian has lamented, the “neglect
[of the Apocrypha] in most Protestant circles is regrettable
for the loss in perspective this entails for understanding
the background of New Testament times.”8
The status which Apocryphal writings carried in the early
church, moreover, is clarified by a recently published work,
Introduction to the Apocrypha: Jewish Books in Christian
Bibles, in which the author explains that “the originally
Jewish texts of the Apocrypha did not enter the Christian
Bibles as part of a separate ‘deuterocanonical’ group but
were interspersed in various places among the other
texts, considered by most Christian leaders as simply
books of the Old Testament.”9
What Was Published during
the Four Hundred Silent Years?
The writings published during the Second Temple
period, also known as the Four Hundred Silent Years,
were numerous and diverse.10 Moreover, the language
in which these documents were originally written was
an important factor in their acceptance. Hebrew, the
language of the Old Testament, was authoritative for
8 Everett Ferguson, Backgrounds of Early Christianity, 3rd ed. (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 2003), 440
9 Lawrence M. Wills, Introduction to the Apocrypha: Jewish Books in Christian
Bibles, (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2021), 9.
10 Four Hundred Silent Years – the period of time between Malachi and
Matthew called “silent” by the rabbis for lack of any officially recognized
prophets.
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Jewish rabbis, of course. But the Mediterranean world
had become Greek in language and culture in the years
following Alexander’s conquest,11 and in most of the
Diaspora Jewish communities, little Hebrew was spoken.
Sometime in the late third century BC, the books of the
Old Testament were translated into the international
language. Perhaps, as the ancient Letter of Aristeas says,
this was at the request of King Ptolemy II of Egypt, in
order to help supply the Alexandrian Library with the
world’s wisdom. Yet, the many ancient Septuagint
manuscripts that have survived attest to the widespread
need for a Bible in the language of Hellenized communities.
Biblical scholars identify two broad, general categories of
Greek-Jewish literature from this era: Apocryphal, with
which this book is mainly concerned, and Pseudepigraphal.12
Confusingly, the list of writings included in the Apocrypha
vary between the Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox,
and Oriental Orthodox—or Monophysite—canons of
Scripture. Books Jesus Read offers selections from the
Roman Catholic Apocrypha, which includes the following
writings, scattered among the books of the Old Testament:
Tobit, Judith, and 1–2 Maccabees are included among the
“historical books” following Nehemiah; the books of
Wisdom of Solomon and Wisdom of Sirach13 are included
with the “wisdom books” following the Song of Solomon.

11 Alexander the Great’s conquest began in 333 BC.
12 Pseudepigrapha – works falsely attributed to another author in order to
boost the document’s acceptance and authority. The book of Enoch is an
example of pseudepigrapha. However, not every document associated with the
collection is written under a false name, and the literary distinctions between
apocryphal and pseudepigraphal writings have been exaggerated.
13 The Wisdom of Sirach is also called Ecclesiasticus.
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For some Protestants, the Apocrypha has been something
of an unwanted stepchild. For while the testimony of other
noncanonical documents, like Josephus, the Apostolic
Fathers, and the Church Fathers, is often used to shed
light on the Scriptures, the Apocrypha remain mostly
untouched, perhaps because of their inclusion in the Bible
by Roman Catholics. True, these writings were not included
in the Hebrew canon.14 Yet, as already mentioned, they
were included in the Septuagint, the Greek translation of
the Scriptures that was authoritative for the early church.
The Septuagint was the Bible of the apostles, and that fact
alone ought to make it the subject of careful study by
every student of the New Testament.15
Neglect of the Apocrypha in modern times is partly due
to the influence of biblical scholars who have assumed that
the genuine sayings of Jesus must be entirely different
from what the rabbis of his day taught.16 Thankfully, a
new generation of scholars is shedding light on our
understanding of the New Testament by way of a careful
study of the Apocrypha and other intertestamental
writings. David deSilva’s work, The Jewish Teachers of
Jesus, James, and Jude, is an exemplar of this approach.
Consider, for example, Sirach, about which deSilva
concludes,
14 Canon – literally means “measuring rod,” and refers to the list of books
recognized as Holy Scripture by the authoritative leaders of a religious
community—in this case, Jewish rabbis.
15 None of this is to suggest the Apocrypha should be adopted into the
Protestant canon of Scripture. It is, however, important reading for an understanding
of the broader Christian canon, as well the thematic and textual issues that led
Protestant Reformers to delimit that canon.
16 This “criterion of dissimilarity” has been used to distinguish “genuine” sayings
of Jesus from those assumed to be later additions by the Church.
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the points of contact between [Sirach’s] teachings and the
recorded sayings of Jesus are so striking and numerous as
to render it certain that Yeshua Ben Joseph [Jesus, son of
Joseph] knew and valued some of the sayings of Yeshua
Ben Sira [Jesus, son of Sirach], even if this wisdom came to
him through living teachers rather than direct acquaintance
with the written form of Ben Sira’s wisdom.17

Whether or not Jesus studied the written text of Sirach,
DeSilva concludes, his community would have been
familiar with its teachings and, therefore, it would have
played a role in his instruction. DeSilva continues,
Ben Sira was a respected teacher in Jerusalem, active two
centuries before the births of Jesus and James. His was a
voice for scrupulous observance of God’s commands as the
path of wisdom and thus a voice that many Jewish teachers
would echo throughout the synagogues of Palestine as well
as the Diaspora,18 thanks to the translation made by Ben
Sira’s own grandson.19

Passages such as Luke 2:51–52 suggest that Jesus was
raised in a home of traditional Jewish learning. DeSilva
has done the hard work of identifying those teachers and
teachings that likely influenced Jesus. His comparison of
Apocryphal texts with Gospel teachings yields insights
into the religious instruction of Jesus’ day. The result is
an interpretive tool that gives insight into Jesus’ schooling,
and even helps us imagine his interactions with the
teachers of the law in the temple.
17 David deSilva, The Jewish Teachers of Jesus, James, and Jude: What Earliest
Christianity Learned from the Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2012), 68.
18 Diaspora – communities of Jews outside Israel, established as Jews fled
persecution.
19 deSilva, The Jewish Teachers of Jesus, James, and Jude, 84–85.
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Many readers know that the Jews of Jesus’ day looked
forward to a militaristic Messiah. However, reading the
books of Maccabees with their portrayal of Judas Maccabeus
as the deliverer of oppressed Israel offers us a glimpse into
what precisely they anticipated. Moreover, the stories of the
Jewish martyrs told by 2 Maccabees “would have allowed
[Jesus] to anticipate his death as a result of his confronting
the Jerusalem authorities,” and indeed, “provided [Jesus]
with the precedent for viewing his own death as an offering
of covenant loyalty to God that would positively affect God’s
relationship with the people as a whole or with his disciples
in particular.”20 DeSilva also sheds light on the Sermon on
the Mount by drawing upon the Apocryphal books of Tobit
and Sirach, contrasting Jesus’ radical teaching with the
tradition of the Pharisees.
The Apocrypha thus provides essential historical and
literary background for the New Testament.
The Contemporary Relevance of the Apocrypha
Events documented by the Apocrypha bear striking
relevance to contemporary events. A single example must
suffice here, in the Chinese Communist Party’s oppression
of its Uighur Muslim citizens by their imprisonment and
so-called “reorientation.” Contrary to China’s grand
tradition of embracing its diverse citizenry, the current
Communist Party, under Xi Jinping, has banned the
faith and traditions of Islam, imprisoning its leaders and
outlawing the sale or possession of the Koran. Their
aim is the forced assimilation of Uighurs to the Han

20 Ibid., 173.
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Chinese majority for the sake of “ethnic unity and
social stability.”21
All this recalls the treatment of Jews in Israel in the
second century BC when Antiochus Epiphanes decreed
that his entire kingdom “should be one people, and that
all should give up their particular customs” (1 Macc
1:41–42). Under that oppressive regime, the practice of
circumcision and the possession of Torah scrolls became
capital offenses, and many Jews chose to lay down their
lives rather than conform.
A Spiritual Classic?
If it still seems odd that the Apocrypha be numbered
with the spiritual classics, that may be due to the popular
stereotype of spirituality as passive and other-worldly,
though nothing could be further from the truth. The
spirituality of Second Temple Judaism is rooted in Jewish
awareness of their historical identity as a people loved
by God and called to radical obedience and decisive action
based on their faith in the God who acts on their behalf in
history. This spirituality is expressed not only in worshipful
psalms and sagely wisdom, but also in the faithful obedience
of Tobit and Sarah, the keen discernment of Daniel, and
the guerilla warfare waged by Judith and Judas Maccabeus.
Surely the very notion of spirituality’s passivity collapses
when one recalls the historical movements fostered by
the mystic Mahatma Gandhi and the human rights pioneer
Martin Luther King, Jr. What, after all, is true spirituality
21 “People’s Republic of China Gross Violations of Human Rights in the Xinjiang
Uighur Autonomous Region.” Amnesty International, April 1999. Available online
at https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa17/018/1999/en.
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and what is its impact on the world? The stories and
songs of the Apocrypha offer important testimony in
answer to these questions.
Sources and Layout for Books Jesus Read
Books Jesus Read: Learning from the Apocrypha is comprised
of abridged selections from the deuterocanonical books
included in Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox Bibles.
Except where otherwise noted, these are based on the
text of the Authorized Version,22 which I have modernized,
comparing the selected passages against the New Revised
Standard Version, as well as the Septuagint and Jerome’s
Vulgate. My goal was to produce a readable but accurate
translation.
In Books Jesus Read, chapters 1–3 tell the story of Israel’s
oppression by Antiochus Epiphanes and subsequent
deliverance by the Maccabees. Chapter 4 tells the compelling
story of a widow, Judith, and the unorthodox warfare she
wages against the enemies of Israel. Chapter 5 presents the
“doubled story” of a pious Jew named Tobit, a forerunner
of the Pharisees, and Sarah, who becomes his daughterin-law, both of whom receive healing at the hand of the
angel, Raphael. Chapter 6 tells a rather different story
about the Maccabean Revolt from the perspective of the
Jewish Diaspora, including heart-rending descriptions
of the Jewish martyrs. Chapter 7 presents the Apocryphal
additions to the book of Daniel, including the stories of
Susanna, Bel and the Dragon, the Prayer of Azariah and the
Song of the Three Jews. Chapter 8, finally, presents excerpts
from the wisdom collections of Sirach and Solomon.

22 Authorized Version – the 1611 King James Version.

Introduction

Each chapter of Books Jesus Read begins with a brief
description of the book’s background and significance.
Related biblical passages are parenthetically noted,
and footnotes inform readers of historical matters. The
Afterword, Soul Work and Soul Care, and Continuing
the Conversation sections with which the book concludes
have more to say about the practical, spiritual
significance of these writings.
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Chapter 1

Spiritual Rebellion – Mattathias
Background
As I write this, the men’s Wednesday morning Bible study
at my church has been going verse-by-verse through
Paul’s letter to the Romans. There have been some great
discussions, but no passage has stimulated more debate
than Romans 13:1–7 which begins, “Let every person be
subject to the governing authorities.” In our current
situation of controversial elections and vaccine mandates,
sincere Christians are asking why they must obey a
government that makes unconstitutional demands on
them. Some predict the advent of governmental
persecution of Christianity. The question of balance
between Christian submission and resistance on
account of conscience grows more urgent every day.
The book of 1 Maccabees offers a historical example,
not merely of civil disobedience, but of outright rebellion
based on spiritual convictions. When the officers of the
15
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wicked King Antiochus Epiphanes1 command the priest
Mattathias and his sons to forsake the laws of Moses and
sacrifice to the king, Mattathias kills them and leads his
like-minded fellow Jews into hiding. They must then
decide how to respond when the king’s soldiers come
after them.
1 Maccabees 1 introduces readers to the two rulers who
are central to the background of the entire book: Alexander
the Great, whose conquests spread the Greek culture and
language throughout the Mediterranean world by the
process known as Hellenization, and Antiochus Epiphanes,
the archetype of an oppressive dictator. 1 Maccabees 2
introduces Mattathias, the courageous patriarch of the
Jewish rebellion, and 1 Maccabees 3 his son, Judas, whose
skill in battle wins him the name Maccabeus—the
Hammer. 1 Maccabees 4 describes the many battles
of Judas leading up to the cleansing and rededication
of the Jerusalem temple,2 the celebration of which is
commemorated on Hannukah. Throughout 1 Maccabees,
war is waged not only against Gentiles but also against
the apostates of Israel, who adopt pagan Greek culture
in order to avoid persecution.
The events that occur throughout the book of 1 Maccabees
are dated from the 137th to the 177th year of “the Kingdom
of the Greeks,” years we know as 175–143 BC. The
culmination of these events is described prophetically
in Daniel 11.

1 Epiphanes – “God manifest.”
2 1 Macc also refers to the Jewish temple as the “sanctuary.”

Chapter 1: Spiritual Rebellion – Mattathias

Text
1 Maccabees 1
Alexander3 was the son of Philip the Macedonian. Arising
from Kittim,4 he defeated Darius,5 king of the Persians
and Medes, and took away his throne. Thus, he ruled first
over Greece before declaring war on all the other reigning
powers. He conquered many strongholds, plundered the
wealth of the nations, and slaughtered kings far and wide.
At last, the entire world lay at his feet. Alexander swelled
with pride because of his accomplishments.
Soon, however, Alexander became sick and realized
he was going to die. So, he assembled his most trusted
lieutenants and divided his empire among them. In all,
Alexander had ruled for twelve years, and then he died.
In every corner of Alexander’s empire, his followers
crowned themselves. Thus, evil spread across the earth
and from the midst of them sprang an evil root. He was
none other than Antiochus, named “Epiphanes.” He was
a hostage in Rome until he came to rule in the 137th
year of the Greek kingdom.
At this time there were apostates in Israel. These traitors
persuaded their fellow Israelites, saying, “Why don’t we
make a covenant with the surrounding nations? Didn’t

3 Alexander the Great – the son of Philip the Macedonian who lived from
356–323 BC and conquered the known world, spreading Greek language and
culture.
4 Kittim – the regions far to the west of Israel, including Greece (Num 24:24;
Dan 11:30).
5 Darius – the Persian king mentioned in Ezra, Nehemiah, Daniel, Haggai, and
Zechariah.
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our problems begin when we were set apart from the
world?” (Exod 34:11–16; Deut 7:1–6).
Their scheme worked. Those who were eager for the
change approached the evil king, Antiochus, and got his
permission to begin remaking Israel according to the
worldly pattern. They abandoned their covenant of
circumcision and built a heathen gymnasium dedicated
to the gods. Behaving like idolaters, they sold out Israel.
Meanwhile, the kingdom of Antiochus grew stronger.
He planned to attack Egypt so that he could rule two
kingdoms. He invaded Egypt with a host of warriors,
chariots, elephants and horsemen, besides many ships.
He captured the fortified cities together with their
treasures. Ptolemy, king of Egypt, was terrified and ran
away. Many of his people were killed.
After conquering Egypt in the 143rd year of the Greek
kingdom, Antiochus led a great army against Israel, into
Jerusalem. While there, he violated the holy sanctuary
and stole all its furnishings. These included the goldcovered altar and lampstands, the table of showbread,
the golden censers and crown, and serving vessels of all
kinds. He also took treasure that was hidden in the
sanctuary, and killed all who opposed him. Antiochus
boasted about his conquest while all Israel was in
mourning: her princes and elders mourned, her virgins
and young men were left weak and defenseless, even
the beauty of the women was marred. Every groom took
up psalms of lamentation, and every bride wailed. The
land itself was moved with compassion for her people
while the house of Jacob was clothed with confusion.

Chapter 1: Spiritual Rebellion – Mattathias
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After two years, Antiochus sent his chief tax collector
with an army to each city of Judah to collect tribute. He
announced that he had come in peace, yet this was only
a deception. After securing the people’s trust, he commanded
his army to attack each city without mercy. They pulled
down houses and walls, and killed every man who dared
to defend his family. They stole everything of value and
set fire to whatever remained. They took the women and
children captive, as well as the cattle. Before leaving
Jerusalem, they built in the City of David a stronghold
against Israel, a fortress as a base of operations and to
hold their stolen goods. This “Akra”6 was fortified with
food and supplies and occupied by cruel soldiers who
planned further evil against Jerusalem and its sanctuary.
At last, her own citizens abandoned the city. As they did,
Jerusalem became a haunt for strangers. Her sanctuary
became a barren wilderness, no longer familiar to her
own children, whose feasts turned to mourning, whose
sabbaths were scorned, whose honor became contempt.
Now, King Antiochus decreed that all peoples residing in
his kingdom should become one people. This they would
do by replacing their own laws and customs with the
commands of the king. So, the king sent messengers
throughout Judea to spread his strange new laws. Israel
was forbidden to offer any more burnt offerings, drink
offerings, or other sacrifices in the temple. They were,
rather, to desecrate the holy place and corrupt the holy
people. They were to prepare places for idol worship,
6 Akra – short for “acropolis,” a fortress built on a steep hill which is difficult or
impossible to conquer.
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and raise unclean animals for sacrifice. They were to
leave their children uncircumcised, and live in a manner
abominable to their former way of life. The goal of all this
was to encourage them to forget the holy law and replace
its ordinances. And whoever dared refuse the king’s
commandments would, by the same law, be put to death.
The foreigners living in Israel conformed easily to the
king’s commands and many Israelites also began to live
by the new laws.
In the same way, the king required sacrifices to himself
be offered in every city throughout his kingdom. And he
appointed overseers to make a record of those who offered
sacrifice. Some Israelites committed evil in the land by
obeying the king’s commands. Others refused and were
driven into hiding.
Now, on the fifteenth day of the month of Kislev, in the
145th year of the Greek kingdom, the Abomination of
Desolation7 was set up on the altar of the sanctuary in
Jerusalem. This final act of desecrating the holy people
followed on the building of idol altars throughout the
city, and the burning of pagan incense in the streets and
at the door of every house. Furthermore, they searched
for copies of the book of the law, ripping them in pieces
and burning them in the fire. Anyone found with a copy
of the book, and anyone found practicing the law within
it, would be put to death by command of the king. Each
month thereafter, on the twenty-fifth day of the month,
the people were called again to the pagan sacrifice. Once,
some Israelite women were found to have circumcised
7 Abomination of Desolation – an object such as a false idol placed in the
sanctuary which, by its very presence, desecrates or corrupts the holy place. Also
referenced in Dan 12:11; Matt 24:15; Mark 13:14.
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their children. Then the overseers had their little ones
hung from their necks before killing them together with
their mothers, and leveling their homes.
Still, there were many in Israel who refused to eat any
unclean thing. These preferred to die rather than defile
themselves with meat and thereby profane the holy
covenant. So, die they did, as the great wrath upon Israel
continued.
1 Maccabees 2
At that time arose Mattathias. He was the son of John the
son of Simeon, a priest of the Son of Joarib, from Jerusalem,
who lived in Modein. He had five sons, John surnamed
Gaddi, Simon called Thassi, Judas called Maccabeus, Eleazar
called Avaran, and Jonathan called Apphus.
When Mattathias saw all the blasphemies being
committed in Judah and Jerusalem he said,
Woe is me, that I should live to see this attack
on my people
and the holy city crushed (Lam 1:1, 14)!
The pious passively stand by as it falls into hostile hands
and the temple is profaned!
Her sacred furnishings are carried away;
Her infants are slaughtered in broad daylight;
Her young men are run through with the sword!
Which nation has not had its way with her,
has not forced itself upon her, robbing her,
stripping her of all her finery?
She is no longer free but a slave.
Behold, our holiness, our beauty, our glory—all
ruined, all spoiled by the Gentiles.
What is there to live for now?
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Mattathias and his sons tore their clothes, put on
sackcloth and were burdened with grief (Gen 37:34).
Meanwhile, the king’s officers who compelled Israel to sin
arrived in Modein to oversee the sacrifice. The compliant
Israelites came to the sacrifice but so did Mattathias and
his sons. Recognizing the well-known priest, the officers
called out Mattathias.
“You are a great leader, sir, honored in this town and
supported by your sons and your brothers. So then, take
the lead and be first to come and do as the king commands,
just as the Gentiles and those left behind in Jerusalem
have done. Then you and your sons will be called friends
of the king and will be honored with silver and gold and
other gifts.”
Mattathias replied loudly enough for everyone in the
town to hear.
“Even if everyone else obeys the king’s command and
forsakes the faith of their ancestors,” he shouted, “my
family and I will always live by the covenant of our
fathers! How can we desert the law of Moses and his
ordinances? We will not obey the king’s words, and we
will not turn aside from our religion to the right hand
or to the left.”
As Mattathias finished his speech, a fellow Jew came
forward to offer the sacrifice as commanded by Antiochus,
since he was too frightened to disobey the king’s order.
Mattathias burned with righteous anger as he watched
the man bow down at the pagan altar. So, he struck the
man down and killed the officer overseeing the sacrifice.
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Then he destroyed the pagan altar as the citizens of
Modein looked on (Judg 6:25).
“Let anyone who still loves the law of Moses and who
keeps the covenant follow after me!” shouted Mattathias.
Then he and his sons, together with all those who were
zealous for the law and covenant, fled to the hills, leaving
everything behind.
In the days that followed, many Jews fled into the
wilderness with their families and livestock because
of the troubles that pressed heavily upon them. It was
reported to the king’s officers and troops in Jerusalem,
the City of David, that those who had rebelled against
the king’s command were hiding in the wilderness, and
that they would not fight—not even defend themselves—
on the sabbath. Therefore, they pursued and easily
overtook them when the sabbath came.
“Enough!” the commander of forces called out to the
rebels. “Come out and do what the king commands and
you will live.”
“We will not come out,” they replied, “nor will we obey
the king’s commands since that would profane the
sabbath day.”
The command was given and the soldiers began dragging
Israelites from their caves to slaughter them, and they did
nothing to resist.
“We lay down our lives in innocence,” they cried, “for
heaven and earth testifies against you that you kill us
unjustly.”
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So, the people of God were mercilessly attacked on the
sabbath and more than a thousand of them died, together
with their wives, children, and livestock.
When Mattathias and his followers heard about the
holocaust—the butchering of a thousand Israelites—they
mourned deeply. They said to one another, “Brothers, if
we do as our fallen kindred, refusing to fight for our lives
and laws, the enemy will destroy us, wiping our people
from the face of the earth.”
Then they made this pact with one another, “Let us
defend our families even when attacked on the sabbath!
Let us not perish as they did in their hiding places!”
The Hasideans—a band of mighty warriors in Israel—
joined ranks with Mattathias and his sons. There were
others as well who remained faithful to the law and joined
them. They became a force to destroy pagan altars, rescue
the law from the hands of the Gentiles, and renew the
practice of circumcision in Israel. The apostates had to
flee from them to seek help from the enemy.
When the purging of Israel was nearly done, the day
of Mattathias’ passing drew near. He called his sons to
himself and instructed them as follows (Gen 49:1–27).
“Antiochus the arrogant has grown strong, and the age of
wrath is upon us. Now is the time, my sons, to be zealous
for the law and give your lives for the covenant of your
fathers. Keep their victories ever before you and make
a name for your own generation!
“Consider the name of Abraham: was he not found
faithful when tested, and was his faithfulness not credited
to him as righteousness (Gen 15:6; 22:1–18)? Joseph:
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did he not keep the commandments and become lord of
Egypt (Gen 39:9; 41:41–43)? There was Phineas, zealous
and fervent, who won an eternal priesthood (Num 25:10–
13); Joshua, who fulfilled the Word and thereby judged
Israel (Josh 1:1–9); Caleb, who testified truly before the
congregation, and so received his inheritance in the land
(Num 14:5–10, 24); David, who showed Saul mercy, and
inherited the throne of the kingdom in perpetuity (2 Sam
7:8–17); Elijah, who on account of his passion for the law
was taken up into heaven (2 Kgs 2:1–12). Then there
were Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael, who trusted God
to save them from the fiery furnace (Dan 3); and Daniel,
whose innocence saved him from the mouths of lions
(Dan 7)!
“Remember, therefore, the generations of old. For all who
hope in him never shall grow weary. And do not fear the
words of the sinful, for their glory shall become a rotting
dung heap. Indeed, the threats of the wicked wither like
the wicked themselves, here today and gone tomorrow.
Be courageous, dear sons, and strong in the law, for
therein lies your glory!
“Your bother Simon is wisest in counsel, listen to him
and he will be a father to you all. As for Judas the
Hammer, he has been a mighty warrior from his youth.
Let him command the army and lead you to victory over
our enemies. Enlist all those who observe the law. Avenge
the wrongs done to our people. Pay back those Gentiles
in full for their abuse!”
Mattathias blessed his sons and was gathered to his
fathers in the 146th year of the Greek kingdom. His sons
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buried him in the tomb of his ancestors at Modein. All
Israel mourned for him with great lamentation.
1 Maccabees 3
Now Judas, the Hammer, arose and took up his father’s
sword. Like a giant he strapped on his breastplate and
battle armor. With the help of his brothers, he fought
fearlessly for Israel. Thus, he magnified the glory of his
people, and protected the host with his sword.
As a lion paces, roaring at its prey (2 Sam 1:23),
Judas hunted down every lawbreaker;
Therefore the lawless froze for fear of him,
and every apostate trembled because of the salvation
secured by his hand.
He went through all the cities of Judah,
weeding out the ungodly and turning away wrath
from Israel.
His name resounded to the ends of the earth,
and to him came those who were destined to perish.
He grieved many a godless king while making
Judah glad,
and his memory is forever blessed!
Then Apollonius gathered his Gentile forces. He
marshalled a great host from Samaria to attack Israel.
But Judas anticipated his plan and defeated him. Many
Gentiles fell that day, while others ran for their lives.
Judas gathered up the weapons left behind on the field,
taking for himself the sword of Apollonius which he
wielded in battle for the rest of his days (1 Sam 17:51).
Now when Seron, a commander of the Syrian army, heard
that Judah had assembled an army of the faithful he said,
“I oppose anyone who opposes the king’s decree,
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therefore I will fight Judah and his army. And I will make
a name for myself and gain honor in the kingdom.”
Seron mustered a large army of the ungodly to take
revenge on the children of Israel. As he drew near the
high ridge of Bethhoron, Judas came out to meet him
with only a few of his warriors. As they approached the
battleline, some of Judas’ men asked, “How will we
stand against such a mighty force? We have fasted all
day and now are ready to faint!”
“Don’t fear the enemy,” replied Judas. “With the God of
heaven on our side, a great multitude will fall into the
hands of a few. Our strength comes from heaven! Their
plans are lawless and they are driven by pride to destroy
us and our families. But we fight for our lives and for the
sake of the law. The Lord himself will overthrow them
before us!”
Judas and his men then flew at the enemy and overcame
them, pursuing them down into the valley. In all they
killed eight hundred, while others managed to escape to
the land of the Philistines. Then the fear and dread of
Judas and his brothers fell on all the surrounding nations.
Soon, their awesome prowess in battle came to the
attention of Antiochus Epiphanes.
When he received the report of Judas’ success against his
army, the king was filled with rage. He put his legions on
high alert and paid each man a year’s wages in advance.
This decision, on top of his habit of giving generously to
his friends, emptied the royal treasury. Moreover, the
tribute he normally received from conquered lands was
reduced by conflict and plague, the result of his policy
of outlawing local laws and customs.
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Taking stock of his situation, Antiochus planned an
expedition to Persia to raise tribute from the nations of
the east. He placed Lysias, a man of royal birth, over the
western portion of his kingdom to rule in his absence. The
region stretched from the Euphrates River all the way to
Egypt. He commanded Lysias to destroy Israel, to root out
the remnant of faithful Jews in Jerusalem, and to resettle
the land with strangers. He also left his own son in the care
of Lysias. In return for all this, Antiochus entrusted Lysias
with half of his legions, including his war elephants.
Antiochus gathered his remaining legions and left from
Antioch in the 147th year of the Greek kingdom.
Lysias selected the king’s friends, Ptolemy, Nicanor, and
Gorgias as commanders of an army of forty thousand foot
soldiers and seven thousand horsemen. These advanced
to the plain of Emmaus where they made preparations to
invade and destroy Judah. Tradesmen from Philistia and
Syria observed these preparations for war. They approached
the army to buy the rights to enslave the people of Israel,
believing they would be easily conquered.
There was no joy in Jacob and all celebration ceased.
Judas and his brothers knew of the king’s plan for their
utter destruction. They saw that they were now hemmed
in on every border by the enemy. That day the Israelites
tore their clothes, covered themselves with sackcloth and
ashes, and gathered at the place of prayer in Mizpah.
While the Gentiles were busy consulting their idols, the
priests read from the book of the law and cried out to
heaven, “Your sanctuary has been stepped on and soiled.
Your holy priests are humiliated and in mourning. The
Gentiles are arrayed against us to destroy us, and you
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alone know their plan of attack. How shall we stand
against them if you do not stand with us?” (Ps 74).
Judas appointed leaders over the people, leaders over
thousands, over hundreds, over fifties, and over tens. Those
who were building houses or planting vineyards or who
were newly married, and those who were fainthearted, he
excused from battle according to the law (Deut 20:1–9).
“Come and let us fight for our people and sanctuary,”
declared Judas, “arm yourselves and be courageous. Be
ready first thing in the morning to fight these nations
who aim to destroy us along with our sanctuary. Is it not
better for us to die in battle than to witness the oppression
of our nation and its sanctuary? May the will of him in
heaven be done!”
1 Maccabees 4
In addition to the vast army surrounding Judah, there
were soldiers hiding out in the Akra in Jerusalem. Gorgias,
commander of the Gentiles, received messages from them,
informing him of Judas’ movements. Then he selected
five thousand foot soldiers and a thousand of his best
horsemen to make a nighttime raid on the Jews. Judas
learned of the plan and led his army out of Jerusalem to
strike the enemy at Emmaus, while their commander
Gorgias was away. Meanwhile, Gorgias arrived in Jerusalem
and found it empty. Thinking that Judas must have fled
to the hills, Gorgias looked for him all that night but did
not find him. At daybreak, Judas with three thousand of
his men came upon the camp of Gorgias and his army.
Now they were now face-to-face with a better equipped
and better trained enemy.
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“Do not fear how many of them there are,” said Judas,
nor how they attack us. Just remember how our fathers
were rescued at the Red Sea when Pharaoh chased them
with his army (Exod 14:21–31)! Let us cry out to heaven
and see if he will remember his covenant with our fathers,
and destroy our enemies before us today. Then all the
Gentiles will know that there indeed is a Redeemer and
Savior in Israel!”
Judas made straight for the center of the enemy’s camp.
His men followed while sounding their trumpets. The
noise startled the enemy, throwing them into confusion
and sending them in all directions. Before they could
recover, Judas had cut down many foot soldiers and his
men chased those who were knocked off their horses
into the ditches and ravines before killing them. More
than three thousand of the enemy fell that day. In all the
confusion, Gorgias’ men left much of their equipment on
the field of battle. Judas warned the men not to gather
the spoils too soon. He directed them instead to set fire
to the enemy’s tents. Meanwhile, Gorgias led a portion
of his army to a nearby hillside to regroup. When he saw
the tents of his camp on fire, he led his surviving soldiers
in retreat into Philistia.
Then Judas directed him men to gather up whatever was
left on the field of battle. There they recovered weapons
and armor, but also gold and silver coins and finely dyed
linens. As they worked, they sang hymns to heaven, “For
he is good, his mercy endures forever!” (Pss 118:1; 136:1).
Thus, Israel won a great victory that day.
The Gentiles who escaped the battle reported to Lysias all
that had happened. He was perplexed at this turn of
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events, for none of his plans nor the king’s purposes
had been accomplished. The following year, therefore,
Lysias himself mustered a vast army of sixty thousand
infantrymen and five thousand horsemen. They came to
Idumea and set up camp at Bethsura, where Judas met
them with a force of ten thousand men. When Judas saw
the mighty army he prayed, “Blessed are you, O Savior
of Israel (1 Chr 29:10)! It was you who defeated mighty
warriors through your servant David and delivered the
camp of the Philistines into the hand of Jonathan and his
armorbearer. Deliver, therefore, this enemy into the hand
of your people Israel. Let them be humiliated by the
performance of their infantry and calvary. Fill them with
fear and melt their courage. Strike them down with the
sword of those who love you, so that all who know you
will sing your praises!”
Lysias watched as his vast army melted away before the
onslaught of Judas’ force. He understood that, to a man,
the rebels were prepared to die rather than be defeated.
Then he withdrew to Antioch to prepared for his next
invasion by mustering an even larger force made up of
hired mercenaries.
Having repelled the Gentile forces from Judea, Judas and
his brothers decided to return to the sanctuary and inspect
the damage done by Antiochus Epiphanes. When they got
to Mount Zion, they were shocked to discover the temple
gates destroyed by fire and its entrance and courtyard
overgrown with weeds and thorns. The sanctuary itself
was dark, having been abandoned for some time. The
priests’ quarters were destroyed and the entire scene was
one of desolation. Then they tore their robes and fell on
their faces. The soldiers blew the trumpets again, but this
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time as a signal for Israel to cry out to heaven. Everyone
put on sackcloth and ashes, and fasted.
Judas sent a squad of warriors to root out the Gentiles
who were hiding in the Akra. He then assembled a company
of the most trusted priests to restore the sanctuary by
undoing the sacrilege that had spoiled it in the first place.
They rebuilt the gates and the priests’ quarters, and
decorated the front of the temple with golden crowns
and miniature shields. They demolished the altar upon
which Antiochus Epiphanes had erected his pagan altar,
and built a new one with unhewn stones as directed by
the law. They burned the soiled curtains and linens, and
wove new ones. They crafted new vessels of worship,
a new lampstand, a new altar of incense, and a new table
of shewbread. Finally, they cleaned and refinished the
inside of the sanctuary, hung the newly woven curtains,
laid out freshly baked bread for the table, and lit the
incense and the lamps.
Light once again shone from the temple famous the
world over. This was the twenty-fifth day of the ninth
month—the month of Chislev—in the 148th year of
rule of the Greek kingdom. It was the same season and,
indeed, the very same day, on which the Gentile sacrilege
had first been committed.8 Israel rose and offered sacrifices
on the newly dedicated altar according to the law. There
was much rejoicing among the people as the shame that
had been heaped on Israel now lifted, and as they sang,
accompanied by the music of harps, lutes, and cymbals.

8 The rededication of the temple falls exactly three years after it was profaned
by Antiochus Epiphanes.
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Lighting a Menorah
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The rededication continued night and day for eight days.
Judas and his brothers, together with the entire assembly,
decided that a similar commemoration of the temple’s
rededication should be held every year beginning on the
twenty-fifth of Chislev.9
Judas fortified Mount Zion by building high walls and
towers all around, and by stationing a command post to
guard against invaders. He also rebuilt the fortress at
Bethsura as a defense against future attack from Idumea.

9 Celebrated today as Hanukkah (“dedication”) and patterned after the
dedication of Solomon’s Temple (1 Kgs 8:65–66) and Hezekiah’s cleansing of the
temple (2 Chr 29:17).
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Discussion Questions
The Jews of Mattathias’ time differed on how
to relate to Hellenism, the world’s culture.
What similarities do you see in the approaches
today’s churches take toward popular culture?
Alexander’s conquest spread the Greek language
and culture throughout the Mediterranean
world. How did this negatively impact the Jews
of that day? While the author mentions none,
can you suggest any possible benefits arising
from the spread of that culture?
Just reading about the Jewish persecution
under Antiochus Epiphanes is disturbing. How
might this event have affected the faith of those
who survived it? How do you understand the
sovereignty of God, his providence or control
over world-events, in light of this and similar
events, such as the Holocaust in Nazi Germany?
While some Jews were passive in the face of
persecution, Mattathias decided to fight. Do you
agree that fighting was necessary for the Jews
at this time in their history? Why or why not?
Mattathias exhorted his people to “show zeal
for the law” by recalling the deeds of Abraham,
Joshua, and others. Is “showing zeal for the
law” a spiritual discipline for you? If so, how
does this strengthen your faith? If not, how
might you develop “zeal for the law”?

Chapter 2

Hasmonean Holiness –
Judas Maccabeus
Background
Expressions like “the war on terror” and “ethnic
cleansing,” while familiar to us today, could easily be
applied to Jewish history. In Jesus’ day, for example, many
Jews expected a military messiah to deliver them from
Roman oppression. Where did that expectation come
from? It came not so much from the Old Testament
passages familiar to us, but rather from intertestamental
books such as 1 Enoch and 1–2 Maccabees. Israel’s security
was threatened throughout the Second Temple period, and
their need for security was grounded in their convictions
to guard God’s holiness in Jerusalem, specifically the
sanctuary precinct, and to maintain Jewish identity as a
people set apart from the world. Enter Judas Maccabeus!
With the restoration of the temple now complete, the
defense of the Jews from attacks by the surrounding
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Gentile nations becomes the focus of this chapter. The
spectacle of battle is prominent here: though poorly
equipped and outnumbered, Judas and his forces triumph
against impossible odds. Sacrificial acts of bravery are
evident, though not always successful. The overall key
to the Jews’ defense is Judas’ fearless and unrelenting
retaliation on anyone who persecutes his people. And
while some fight to make a name for themselves, Judas’
motives and faith are always beyond reproach.
Antiochus Epiphanes meets his end early in this chapter,
seemingly from discouragement and depression. Later
in the chapter, Judas Maccabeus is killed in battle and
succeeded by his brother Jonathan. All these events are
described against the backdrop of Israel’s relations and
conflicts with the superpowers of her day, including the
Romans, the Seleucids,1 and the Ptolemies.2 These chapters
mention many places whose names have been lost to
history, and which can no longer be located on a map.
Text
1 Maccabees 5
When the surrounding nations heard that the sanctuary
had been refurbished and the altar rebuilt, they were very
angry. So, they planned to destroy the Jews, and set about
to rid themselves of all the descendants of Jacob. The
Edomites began by attacking the Jews at Gael. Judas met
them in battle at Akrabattene and overwhelmed them,
plundering them and defeating their courage. Recalling
the harm which the sons of Baean had done to Israel,
1 Seleucids – Syrians.
2 Ptolemies – Egyptians.
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Judas surrounded their fortified towers and set them on
fire, killing all the warriors within. Judas next attacked
the Ammonites. Their commander, Timotheus, had a large
army which fell to Judas only after many battles. Finally,
after taking Jazar and its villages, Judas returned with the
army to Judah.
Meanwhile, the Gentiles in Gilead were preparing to
destroy all the Israelites living within their region. These
Jews fled to the fortress of Dathema and sent letters to
Judas and his brothers.
“The Gentiles are conspiring to destroy us! They have
already put a thousand to death, and have taken our
women and children captive. Now we are under attack
at Dathema.”
About the same time, a similar letter came from Galilee,
so Judas called an assembly to determine what should be
done. He said to his brother Simon, “Gather your warriors
and go rescue our brothers in Galilee, while Jonathan and
I go to Gilead.”
Simon mustered three thousand to attack Galilee, while
Judas and Jonathan assembled an army of eight thousand
to go to Gilead. They left Joseph, son of Zacharias, and
Azariah as commanders behind in Judea to protect the
homeland, commanding them not to engage the enemy
until Judas’ return.
Simon and his men attacked Galilee, striking down three
thousand of the Gentiles. They freed the captive women
and children and led them safely home to Judah with
much rejoicing.
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On their way to Gilead, Judas and Jonathan encountered
some peaceful Nabateans who revealed the location of
Jewish families who had been imprisoned and were awaiting
execution. Judas reorganized the army into special forces
that struck each prison like lightning, killing the persecutors
without mercy and rescuing their brothers alive. They
combined forces to attack the stronghold of Dathema, which
was the largest of the prisons.
“Remember, you are fighting today for the lives of your
brothers!” cried Judas. His men prayed aloud and blew
their trumpets as they stormed the fortress. The noise of
their attack was deafening, and the Gentile commander
led his army in retreat but eight thousand fell before they
could escape. Judas then moved on to Maapha. Conquering
it, he put all the males to death, spoiled the city and burned
it to the ground. From there he captured Chaspho, Maked,
Bosor and the other towns of Gilead.
Timotheus, the defeated commander, now assembled
another army which encamped at Raphon, beyond the
stream. Judas’ spies reported that several Gentile forces
had joined with him, and that he had hired many Arab
soldiers, comprising a massive force. As soon as Judas set
out to meet them in battle, Timotheus gave this order:
“Observe Judas and his forces as they approach the stream.
If they cross over immediately, we shall not withstand
him, for in a direct assault his warriors will defeat us. But
if he hesitates, camping across the stream, then we shall
be able to take him.”
Judas arrived at the stream first and commanded his
officers, “Don’t leave anyone behind in camp but send
everyone directly into the battle!”
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Judas’ men followed him into battle. Soon, the enemy
forces were dropping their weapons and running to their
sacred quarter at Carnaim for protection. Judas’ forces
took the city and set the sacred quarter on fire, killing all
who had fled there for protection. Then Judas gathered
all the Israelite refugees in Gilead, together with their
wives, children, and possessions, and set out to return
to Judea.
Now, Ephron was a large fortified city through which
passed the road to Judea. As the caravan approached it,
Judas requested permission to pass through, giving his
word that no harm would be visited on its citizens (Num
21:21–24). The city denied his request, and even piled up
stones in the gate to block their access. So, Judas directed
his people to pitch their tents and settle in place until the
city should be delivered into their hands. After a night’s rest
Judas led a raid on the city, killing every male among
them, plundering the city and burning it to the ground.
The Israelites had to step over the bodies of the slain in
order to continue their journey. As for Judas, he continually
rode up and down the length of the caravan, encouraging
the slower travelers and helping anyone in difficulty. At
last, they crossed the Jordan River and entered Judea.
They climbed Mount Zion with joy and gladness amidst
much celebration and the offering of many sacrificial
offerings. Not a man, woman, or child had been lost on
the return journey.
While Judas and Jonathan were in Gilead and Simon was
in Galilee, Joseph and Azariah, who were the commanders
left in charge of Judea, heard about the courageous victories
of the Maccabees brothers. They said, “Let us make war
on the Gentiles around us, and make a name for ourselves.”
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So, they marched west to Jamnia to
confront the enemy, who was lying
in wait to ambush them. Gorgias
and his soldiers routed the garrisons
of Joseph and Azariah and killed two
thousand Jews as they retreated to
Judea. Thus, Israel was humiliated
that day because these men had not obeyed the command
of Judas not to engage the enemy, but had tried to perform
some brave act. And, indeed, these commanders were not
of the family of Maccabees, through whom deliverance
was granted to Israel. Those who escaped with their lives
rallied around Judas and his brothers. “The Maccabees!
The Maccabees!” they cried, “deliverance has been given
to Israel through Judas and his brothers alone!” The
multitude surrounded their quarters and sang their praises.
“The Maccabees!
The Maccabees!” they
cried, “deliverance has
been given to Israel
through Judas and his
brothers alone!”

Then Judas and his brothers led an army toward the
south and defeated the Edomites. Attacking Hebron,
they destroyed its fortresses and burned its towers.
From there they passed through Philistia on their way
to Marisa. Some pagan priests living there foolishly tried
to withstand Judas in order to show off their bravery, but
this cost them their lives. Finally, Judas invaded Azotus,
destroying its altars, burning its idols, and gathering up
its goods before returning to Judea (Deut 7:5; 12:3).
1 Maccabees 6
While Judas and his brothers successfully defended Israel
against all her enemies, Antiochus Epiphanes continued his
campaign among the kingdoms of the East for the purpose
of enriching his royal treasury. When he learned that the
city of Elymais in Persia was famous for its wealth, and
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that it harbored a fabulous collection of weapons fashioned
from gold left over from the reign of Alexander, he attacked
the city in order to plunder it. But the citizens of Elymais
got word that the attack was coming and withstood him.
Antiochus, stunned at his defeat, decided to return home
to Babylon.
On the way, Antiochus was met by a messenger who
informed him that Lysias had failed to conquer Israel.
The messenger also reported that Judas Maccabeus and
his brothers had assembled a fighting force that was
undefeated, that they had purged their temple of the
abomination3 set up by the king, and that they had
fortified the city of Jerusalem against its enemies by
constructing high walls. The king, deeply shaken by this
news, found himself unable to continue the journey
home. Deeply depressed, he stayed in his tent for many
days. At last, he called together his closest friends and
advisors and confessed, “I am in distress, plunged into an
overwhelming flood. I am weighed down with worry
and unable to sleep. Though I have been kind and beloved
in my reign, I have to confess the wrongs which I did to
Jerusalem.4 For I stole her vessels of silver and gold and
sent armies to destroy her without good reason. I now
realize the error of my ways and why all this bad luck has
fallen on me. Here I lay helpless, dying of disappointment
far from home.”

3 Abomination – the pagan idol placed in the sanctuary which, by its very
presence, desecrated or corrupted the holy place.
4 At his death, Antiochus Epiphanes would be condemned by the Jews as the
worst Gentile ruler of all time. Among his Gentile subjects, however, Antiochus
was popular and would be remembered as someone who made friends easily
and lavished gifts on them.
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Antiochus then summoned Philip, his general of the
eastern kingdom, because he had lost confidence in
Lysias. He entrusted Philip with the royal crown, robe,
and signet ring, so he could see to the crowning of his
son, Antiochus Jr., in his place. Antiochus Epiphanes
died in the 149th year of the Greek kingdom.
When Lysias heard that King Antiochus had died, he
arranged for the succession of the king’s son, since he
himself had raised him from a child. Lysias presented
the new king as Antiochus Eupator, meaning son of a
noble father.5
At this time the Gentiles had regained control of the Akra
and were menacing the Jews in the vicinity of the sanctuary.
Judas was determined to destroy them and he assembled
the people to besiege the fortress. He constructed siege
towers and catapults to wage his attack which began in
the 150th year of the Greek kingdom. Among those holed
up in the Akra with the Gentiles were traitors from Israel.
These sent urgent appeals to the young king saying, “When
will the king do justly and avenge the wrongs done to us
and to our tribes? Gratefully we served your father6 and
abided by his commands but our loyalty to him has brought
the Hasidim down upon us, causing the death of many
and the loss of our inheritances. The Maccabees have also
attacked the surrounding nations, and today they are
besieging the Akra which your father built as his stronghold
in this rebellious city. Moreover, they are fortifying the
sanctuary and other local fortresses. These rebels will be
unstoppable if you do not act soon!”
5 Lysias knew, as did Philip, that whoever had charge of Antiochus Eupator
would rule as regent until the boy was old enough to rule for himself.
6 That is, Antiochus Epiphanes.
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Lysias was enraged at the news of Israel’s success. He
persuaded the young king to attack Judea with a legion
stationed in the western kingdom. Within days his
warriors crossed the Jordan River and assembled in the
plains northwest of Jerusalem. When the Jewish scouts
spied the vast army they reported that a force as large
as the Midianite attack on Gideon was coming. Judas
quickly abandoned his attack on the Akra and led all his
men out to the field of battle.
There, Lysias had arrayed his troops by employing
strategies learned from mercenary soldiers he had hired
from all over the world. At the center of each battalion
was an attack elephant with a mini-fortress strapped to its
back by harnesses. Each elephant was driven by a beast
master and carried archers who rained arrows down upon
the enemy. Before going into battle these elephants were
fed a mixture of fermented grapes and berries, arousing
their aggression and intensifying their terrible trumpet
blasts. A thousand foot soldiers surrounded each elephant
and five hundred soldiers on horseback surrounded the
entire battalion. Many of them carried shields of polished
brass and gold which blinded their opponents as they
reflected the sunlight. Those who saw the battle from
a distance swore the hills were on fire!
Judas and his men made inroads against some of the
battalions, killing hundreds of enemy soldiers but unable
to stop the overall advance of Lysias’ forces. Eleazar, the
younger brother of Judas, noticed that the largest and
most fearsome of the attack elephants was at the center
of a battalion that had gone unchallenged. This elephant
was covered in more armor than any other, and Eleazar
suspected it was carrying the king. Taking a few men
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with him, he fought his way toward the animal with his
sword in one hand and a long spear in the other. When
he was near the elephant, he could see that its underside
was unprotected. Diving beneath it, he rammed his spear
with all his might up into the belly of the beast which
screamed out in pain and fell upon Eleazar, killing him
instantly. Despite Eleazar’s courageous act, his fellow
warriors saw the enemy’s strength and retreated. And by
the day’s end, the king’s forces had advanced to the
outskirts of Jerusalem.
That very night a messenger came to Lysias with the
news that his rival, Philip, of the eastern kingdom, was
advancing with his forces from Persia in order to capture
the king’s son and consolidate the kingdom under his own
rule. Lysias told no one but decided to break off the siege
of Jerusalem at once. To survive an attack by Philip, he
would need Israel as an ally rather than an enemy. Lysias
assembled his commanders together with the young king
and addressed them as follows: “Sons of Seleucus, why
are we wasting the might of our forces on this worthless
place? Our supplies are lacking and the enemy shows no
signs of surrender. Important business awaits us in Antioch,
yet here we are wasting away in this wilderness! And how
did these people come to be our enemies? I’ll tell you: our
former king forbade them to keep their own laws and
customs. Come, brothers, can we not restore their privileges
and thereby renew our peaceful relations?”
This speech of Lysias persuaded his commanders, and the
young king agreed, on oath, to leave Jerusalem peacefully,
if the Jews would abandon the Akra. However, the king
broke his oath as he left Jerusalem: passing through
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Mount Zion and seeing the newly fortified walls built by
Judas, he commanded them to be pulled down.
By the time Lysias and the king arrived at Antioch, the
city had already fallen to Philip’s army. Antiochus Jr. led
the troops and retook the city.
1 Maccabees 7
In the 151st year of the Greek kingdom, Demetrius, son
of Seleucus, left Rome with a small force and made his
way to the seaport near Antioch. He then invaded the royal
palace and took control of the army. Some of his men
captured Lysias and young King Antiochus to bring them
to Demetrius.
“May I never see their faces,” he said, so they killed them
both and Demetrius took the throne of his ancestor’s
kingdom.
Now Alcimus, who hoped to be appointed high priest in
Jerusalem, led all the apostates from Israel to Demetrius
and complained, “Judas and his brothers have killed your
friends and driven us from our own land. Send anyone
you trust to look into this matter, and he will see what chaos
they have sparked among us. Let them be punished with
all who support them!”
Demetrius agreed to appoint Alcimus high priest. He
also directed him to accompany Bacchides, a renowned
general from beyond the river, to take vengeance on
Israel. His legions moved quickly into Judea while Alcimus
and Bacchides themselves came with a smaller force to
Jerusalem, pretending they had come in peace. Judas and
his brothers realized this was a trick and stayed away.
Nevertheless, some scribes from Jerusalem met with
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Alcimus and Bacchides seeking a just settlement between
the warring parties. Even the Hasideans came forward to
seek terms of peace saying, “They have a priest in the line
of Aaron leading them. He will not deal unjustly with us.”
Alcimus did meet with them, promising on oath, “We
will harm neither you nor your brothers,” and they took
him at his word. But then he took captive sixty of the
warriors and had them put to death. As it is written, “The
flesh of saints they have slain and the blood of the faithful
they have poured out in Jerusalem. And there is no one
to bury them” (Ps 79:2–3).7
Fear and trembling fell on all the people, who cried out,
“In them there is no truth, no justice, for they have broken
the oath they swore!”
Bacchides then pulled out of Jerusalem, leaving most of
his force behind to aid Alcimus. Before returning to the
king, he rounded up the cowardly who pledged their loyalty
to whomever had the strongest army. Slaughtering them,
he threw their bodies into a pit.
In Jerusalem, Alcimus could no longer maintain his
authority as high priest. Yet, every traitor and apostate in
Israel rallied to him in hopes of establishing themselves
in Israel. He managed to gain control of the country for
a while but did it much harm. Judas saw all the harm
being done to Israel by Alcimus and his army of apostates,
more harm even than the Gentiles. So, he and his men
pursued the unfaithful throughout the land while hemming
in their leadership in Jerusalem to prevent their leaving.
Alcimus saw that he was losing his hold on Israel and
7 For the dead to lie unburied was a disgrace. Tobit made it his ministry to
bury all the dead he encountered (see chapter five of Books Jesus Read).
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sent a messenger to the king. In reply, Demetrius sent
Prince Nicanor, highly honored among the Gentiles, with
a simple command: “Don’t leave Israel without destroying
its people!”
Nicanor despised Israel and her people. He invaded
Jerusalem with a large army while offering terms of peace
to Judas, saying, “Let there be no strife between us but
let us meet face to face with a few of my men.”
Judas met briefly with Nicanor, then slipped away knowing
his real intent was to capture and kill him. The two next
met on the field of battle at Caphar-salama, where five
hundred of Nicanor’s soldiers fell to Judas and his brothers.
Many others fled to the fortress in the City of David.
When Nicanor himself arrived at Zion, he was greeted by
some priest from the sanctuary and elders of the people
who were preparing burnt offerings to sacrifice on behalf
of the king. Nicanor threatened them, “Bring Judas and
his men to me or I will burn down this house!”
Then he and his men left in a rage. The priests entered the
sanctuary and stood weeping before the altar and praying,
“This is the house you chose to be called by your name,
to be a house of prayer and supplication for your people.
Avenge yourself on this man and his host: may they fall
by the sword. Remember their many blasphemies and do
not let them continue” (1 Kgs 8:29, 43).
While Nicanor and his army were encamped at Bethhoron,
Judas took three thousand men with him to Adasa. There
he prayed, “When emissaries of the king of Assyria
blasphemed, your angels went forth and struck down
185,000 of them (2 Kgs 19:35). Strike down this host
before us today, therefore, that everyone may know that
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Nicanor has blasphemed your sanctuary. May your
judgment be according to his wickedness.”
It was the thirteenth day of the month of Adar when the
two armies met in battle. Nicanor’s army was crushed and
he himself was the first to fall. When Nicanor’s troops
saw that their commander was slain, they abandoned
their weapons and fled. Judas’ men chased the enemy
throughout the hill county of Judea, sounding the battle
horns behind them all the way. The people of Judea
rallied from their towns to block the enemy’s retreat and
turn them back toward the army. In the end, every last
man of Nicanor’s army was killed. After plundering the
army’s supplies, they brought the body of Nicanor to
Jerusalem where they cut off his head and right hand,
which he had dared to stretch out against Israel. These were
displayed outside the gate of Jerusalem, and the people
rejoiced, celebrating their victory. They also appointed an
annual celebration feast day for the thirteenth of Adar.
And the land of Judah enjoyed a brief rest.
1 Maccabees 8
About this time Judas heard of the fame of Rome—its
mighty warriors and its loyalty to all who joined with
them in alliance. He learned of their successful conquests,
including their defeat of the Galls, forcing them to pay
tribute, and their mastery of Spain with its silver and gold
mines. By patient planning, the Romans had been able
to conquer places far from their borders, receiving tribute
from distant corners of the world.8 They defeated Philip
the Macedonian, as well as his son Perseus, when they rose
up against them. They withstood Antiochus the Great,
when he attacked Rome with 120 battle elephants and
8 As an ally against the Seleucid kingdom, Rome is idealized.
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a massive army of horsemen and chariots. Taking him
alive, they forced him and those who reigned after him to
pay taxes and to give up their sons as hostages. They
also took over their best colonies in India, Media, and
Lydia, and placed them under the rule of King Eumenes.
Besides all these, Judas heard many other stories of the
Roman conquests, and how they treated their allies with
friendship. For all this, so Judas heard, none of the
Romans exalted himself by wearing purple or a crown.
Instead, a senate of 320 men sat in daily council, ruling
on behalf of the people, and governing wisely. Overall
rule was granted to one man a year, whom they followed
without strife or envy.
Judas, therefore, chose as emissaries to Rome, Eupolemus
son of John, son of Accos, and Jason, son of Eleazar, to
make an alliance of friendship with Rome. He sent them
in hopes of gaining Rome’s assistance in lifting the burden
of Greek oppression on Israel. After a long journey, the
emissaries entered the senate chamber and addressed the
Romans as follows: “Judas Maccabeus and his brothers,
together with all the Jews greet you, and request an
alliance of peace with you, that we might become your
friends and allies.”
This request was well received by the Romans, who replied
by inscribing the following terms of an agreement on brass
tablets to send back to Jerusalem for a memorial display:
“May success follow the Romans and the Jews by sea and
by land forever. May the sword and the enemy be far from
them. Should anyone attack Rome or its provinces anywhere
in its realm, then shall the Jews rise up wholeheartedly to
assist them. Never shall they give aid to Rome’s enemies,
whether food, weapons, money, or ships. But they shall
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keep their treaty obligations without expecting payment.
Likewise, should anyone attack the Jews, then shall Rome
rise up wholeheartedly to assist them. They shall not aid
the enemies of the Jews with food, weapons, money, or
ships. But they shall keep their obligations without deceit.
On the basis of these terms do the Romans establish their
treaty with the Jews. If both parties agree to add or remove
anything from this treaty, it shall be ratified. Regarding
the wrongs done by Demetrius to the Jews, we have written
to him: ‘Why have you laid such a heavy burden on our
friends, the Jews? If they request our help, we will surely
come to their aid and fight you by sea and by land.’”
1 Maccabees 9
Demetrius learned that Nicanor and his army had been
defeated in battle. He sent Bacchides and Alcimus back to
Judea at the head of his best legion. They took the road
to Gilgal and came to Mesaloth in Arbela where they killed
many people. By the first month of the 152nd year of the
kingdom of the Greeks they had reached Jerusalem, where
they camped. Judas was away, hiding with three thousand
of his best men in Elasa. Leaving the legion behind at
Jerusalem, Bacchides and Alcimus led a force of twenty
thousand infantry and two thousand horsemen to Berea.
When Judas’ men saw the massive forces encamped
against them, many grew fearful and ran, leaving only
about eight hundred who were willing to fight. Seeing
his army melt away in the face of battle, Judas was crushed
in spirit, for there was no time to assemble another force.
Though shaken, he said to those who had stayed with
him, “Let us arise and attack the enemy, for we still have
the strength to fight!”
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“No,” his men objected, “we are too few in number!
Let us escape with our lives today and return with our
brothers to fight another day.”
“I will never flee from the enemy,” said Judas. “If our time
has come then let us die bravely for the sake of our brothers,
that no one may question our honor!”
Though far outnumbered, Judas and his men easily
subdued the force led by Bacchides as far as Mount Azotus.
But this was a trap laid by the two commanders. Alcimus
and his men followed close behind, waiting for Judas’ army
to grow weary. When the Jews were spent, Alcimus fell
on them without warning, killing Judas and destroying
most of the army, though a few escaped. Judas’ body
was retrieved by his brothers, Jonathan and Simeon. They
buried him next to his father, Mattathias, in Modein.
All Israel wept for Judas, crying, “How the mighty has
fallen, Israel’s savior!” (2 Sam 1:19).
Not all of the amazing acts of bravery and military
accomplishments of Judas are written down, for there
were many.9 But after Judas’ death, apostates from all
corners of Israel rose up to claim leadership. Bacchides
appointed some of them as lords of the country. There
was also a great famine in those days, and many followed
the corrupt leadership. Such affliction had not been seen
since the day the voices of the prophets were no longer
heard in Israel. A search was made for the friends of Judas.
Many were rounded up and taken captive to Bacchides
who took vengeance on them. Those who escaped looked
to Jonathan, the brother of Judas.

9 Compare 1 Kgs 11:41, and similar expressions throughout 1–2 Kgs.
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“Since your brother died,” they said, “we have no one
like him to lead us in battle against Bacchides and our
other enemies. Therefore, we choose you this day to be
our ruler and commander to fight our battle in his place.”
On that day Jonathan accepted command in his brother’s
place. But when Bacchides heard about this, he tried to
kill him. Then Jonathan, his brother Simon, and all who
were with them escaped to the wilderness of Tekoa and
camped by the pool of Asphar. Bacchides learned about
their hideout on the sabbath, and immediately led his
large army across the Jordan.10
Jonathan commanded his troops, saying, “Let us arise
and fight for our lives, for our situation has never been
so dire. Behold! The battle is before us and behind us.
The waters of the Jordan block us on the right hand and
the left. We are surrounded by marshland and woods,
and there is nowhere to hide. Cry out to heaven, that you
may be delivered from your enemies.”
Once the battle had begun, Jonathan drew near to
Bacchides to strike him down. He escaped, but a thousand
of his men were slain. Jonathan led his men into the
Jordan River and they swam to the other bank, and the
army of Bacchides did not follow. Instead, Bacchides
led the army back to Jerusalem to fortify their positions
in the surrounding strongholds of Jericho, Emmaus,
Bethhoron, Bethel, Timnath, Pharathon and Tephon. He
strengthened every fortress with high walls, gates, and
bars, and left a garrison in charge of each to afflict Israel.
He did likewise at Bethsura and the citadel at Gazara.
He also took as hostages the sons of the leading men of
Israel, imprisoning them in the Akra at Jerusalem.
10 1 Macc 9:35–42 is omitted.
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Now, in the 153rd year of the kingdom of the Greeks,
in the second month, Alcimus commanded to be pulled
down the wall of the inner court of the sanctuary, which
was the work of the prophets! When his men began to
destroy the wall, Alcimus fell sick with the plague and
the destruction came to a halt. Alcimus was paralyzed and
could no longer speak in order to give commands to his
servants. He soon died in great agony. When Bacchides saw
this, he pulled his army out of Jerusalem and returned
to the king. Thus, Judea enjoyed rest from her enemy for
two years.
Afterward, the lawless in Israel rose up and accused
Jonathan, saying, “Behold, Jonathan and his army are at
ease and have no care. Let us send for Bacchides who
will capture them in a single night!”
Then they consulted with Bacchides who agreed to come
with a large force and take Judah once more. Bacchides
first sent letters to his allies, directing them to take Jonathan
captive. The plan failed, however, when it became known
to all. Moreover, Jonathan’s men found those traitors—
there were about fifty of them—and put them to death.
Then Jonathan and Simon withdrew with their forces
to Bethbasi in the wilderness. There they rebuilt and
fortified their stronghold. When Bacchides heard about
what they were doing, he sent word to his sympathizers
in Judah and led his forces to take Bethbasi. Camping in
the wilderness, Bacchides constructed siege engines and
fought against the fortress for many days.
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Now Jonathan led a small force out of Bethbasi while
Simon stayed behind. He stirred up an enemy who came
out against Bacchides. As Bacchides turned to repel the
enemy behind, Simon’s men came out of the fortress and
set fire to the siege engines. Bacchides, attacked now
from both sides, regretted that he had returned to Israel.
Summoning those who had asked him to return, he had
them executed and prepared to retreat. When Jonathan
learned of his plans, he sent ambassadors to Bacchides to
propose peace and the exchange of prisoners. Bacchides
agreed, promising never to harm to Israel again in his
lifetime. When the prisoner exchange was completed,
Bacchides returned to Syria, never again entering Israel’s
borders. Israel enjoyed peace and Jonathan judged Israel
at Michmash, ridding Israel of her apostates.
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Discussion Questions
The passing of leadership is an important
dynamic in 1 Maccabees. Is the passing of
leadership something recognized in your own
family or local church?
What similarities or differences do you see in
the warfare led by Judas in 1 Maccabees and
the warfare led by Joshua?
Like the book of Esther, 1 Maccabees never
mentions God directly. How does this affect
your reading of the book as a spiritual classic?
In your view, where is God in the story?
Where is God’s providence found?
1 Maccabees describes several transitions of
leadership from brother to brother and father
to son. What principles can you identify
related to passing the torch of leadership?
Acts of bravery by the Jews are in abundance
in this chapter. What evidence do you find for
their continued faith and reliance on God?

Chapter 3

Spiritual Legacy – Jonathan,
Simon, and John Hyrcanus
Background
A spiritual legacy, something many hope to leave behind,
is more than the sum of one’s successes or right decisions.
The perennial influence of 1 Maccabees on Christian
readers is grounded, first of all, in the character displayed
by the Maccabean leadership. These leaders display
unshakeable conviction in their trust in God, humility
with regards to their own reputations, an eager readiness
to serve, and absolute faithfulness to those they lead.
Additional elements of spiritual influence can be discerned
in these final chapters of 1 Maccabees.
Already, the torch of leadership has passed from Judas
to his brother Jonathan who then became Israel’s defender
in battle. In this chapter, Jonathan’s leadership involves
diplomacy as well as military might. Gifts and honors are
bestowed upon him by those who would win his favor.
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Jonathan’s brother Simon also provides strategic leadership
throughout this final chapter. Both brothers’ successes
follow on their brother Judas’ reputation as a warrior who
was both loved and feared. When Jonathan is killed, the
mantle of leadership falls on Simon, and finally on Simon’s
son, John. Thus, three generations of the family of
Mattathias (from chapter one) are remembered as zealous
protectors of Judah’s independence from the Seleucid1
kingdom. The birth of Simon’s son, John Hyrcanus, marks
the beginning of the Hasmonean dynasty which ruled
Israel until it was occupied by Roman forces in 63 BC.
Text
1 Maccabees 10
In the 160th year of the Greek kingdom, Alexander, the
son of Antiochus Epiphanes, entered Ptolemais, where the
people welcomed him and he began to rule. When King
Demetrius heard about this, he assembled his legions and
moved against Alexander. Demetrius also sent a message
of peace to Jonathan, honoring him. For he thought, “Let
us make peace with Jonathan. For, if he remembers the
evil we have done to him and his brothers and his people,
he may join Alexander and oppose us. Demetrius therefore
gave Jonathan authority to assemble an army and to supply
them with weapons, so that Jonathan could support him
in battle. Demetrius also decreed that the hostages of Israel,
imprisoned in the Akra, were to be released and returned
to Jonathan.
When Jonathan returned to Jerusalem, he read the king’s
letter in the hearing of all the people, including those at
1 Seleucid – Syrian.
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the Akra. The Gentiles were terrified when they learned
the king had granted Jonathan permission to assemble an
army. Nevertheless, they released the hostages to Jonathan,
who returned them to their parents. Jonathan stayed in
Jerusalem to rebuild the city. He directed the workmen to
use square stones to rebuild the wall encircling Mount
Zion.2 Meanwhile, the Gentiles and traitors fled from the
Akra, leaving Israel behind. Only at Bethsura did a number
of apostates stay behind to take refuge.
Now, Alexander heard about the promises which King
Demetrius made to Jonathan, and about the courageous
victories he and his brothers had won despite their
many hardships. He thought, “Where will we find another
like Jonathan? Let us pursue him as our friend and ally.”
Alexander therefore sent his greetings to Jonathan, along
with the gift of a royal robe and golden crown.
“We have heard that you are a mighty warrior, worthy
of our friendship. Therefore, we have appointed you high
priest of your nation. You shall be called the king’s friend,
so ally yourself with us and be loyal to us.”
This was in was the seventh month of the 160th year of
the Greek kingdom. Now, Jonathan put on the sacred
garments to prepare for the Feast of Tabernacles (Exod 28),
and assembled his army, equipping it with an abundance
of armor.3 All this King Demetrius regretted, saying, “How
did Alexander surpass us in winning the Jews as his ally?”
Demetrius wrote deceptively to Jonathan, hoping for his
support: “King Demetrius sends greetings to the people
2 The wall formerly torn down by Lysias (1 Macc 6).
3 Jonathan takes up his role as high priest.
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of Judea. That you have faithfully observed our mutual
pact and continued as our friends, not allying yourselves
with our enemies, we have heard and are glad. Remain
faithful to us, therefore, that we may ease your burdens
and reward you.
“I hereby exempt all Jews from the payment of tribute, salt
tax, and all other royal taxes. I exempt also the collection
of a third of your grain harvest and half of your fruit
harvest. These will never again be required from Judah,
including Samaria and Galilee. Jerusalem and the
surrounding districts are permanently set apart and
entirely exempt from any tithes or taxes. As for the Akra,
I hereby hand authority for that fortress over to the high
priest in Jerusalem, who may secure it with any men he
chooses. I release those Jews carried away from Judah
during the captivity, and restore to them their freedom
and property without payment. I declare all Jewish feasts,
sabbaths, new moons, and holy days, from three days
before to the three days following, to be days of freedom
and exemption for every Jew in my kingdom. No man
shall have authority to require anything of them, or
disturb them in any matter.
“Furthermore, let there be enlisted among the king’s
forces, thirty thousand Jews as regular soldiers on the king’s
payroll. Let some be stationed in the king’s fortresses. Let
others be placed in positions of trust in the administration
of the king’s affairs. And let the Jews rule over their own
affairs, living according to their own laws, throughout the
land of Judah. So commands the king.
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“Moreover, let Galilee and Samaria be annexed to Judah,
and let it remain under the authority of the high priest
alone. Ptolemais and its surrounding district I give as an
endowment for the sanctuary at Jerusalem, to supply all
its financial needs. Moreover, I commit fifteen thousand
shekels of silver annually from the king’s own accounts,
in addition to funds not paid in the past, to the service of
the temple. And the five thousand silver shekels formerly
required from the temple each year is canceled, since
these funds belong to the ministering priests.
“Finally, let anyone who seeks refuge in the temple or
its precincts on account of his indebtedness to the king
be freed from the debt, and let his property be restored
to him in my kingdom. All the necessary building and
repairs on the sanctuary shall be charged to the king’s
account. Likewise for the rebuilding of fortified walls
around Jerusalem.”
Now when Jonathan and the people heard all these
words, they neither believed nor accepted them because
of the great harm done to Israel by Demetrius in the past.
They were pleased with Alexander, however, as he was
first to extend greetings of peace to them. Thus, they
remained allied to him for all his days.
Then King Alexander assembled his forces to go against
Demetrius. The two kings faced one another in battle, but
Demetrius’ forces were overwhelmed and fled. Alexander
pursued them until the sun went down, and Demetrius was
slain. Alexander then sent his ambassador to Ptolemy,
the king of Egypt, with this message: “Whereas, I have
returned to my kingdom, have settled upon the throne
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of my fathers, and have established my dominion once
more—for I have defeated Demetrius and restored our
nation—now then let us join forces and make a pact of
loyalty together: give me your daughter to wed and take
me as your son-in-law and I will give gifts worthy of
you both.”
King Ptolemy agreed, saying, “Blessed is the day on which
you returned to the land of your fathers and sat upon the
throne of their dominion! And now, I shall do for you as
you have written. Only, meet me in Ptolemais that we may
greet one another, for I shall become your father-in-law
as you have requested. Ptolemy then set out from Egypt
with Cleopatra, his daughter, and they arrived in Ptolemais
in the 162nd year of the Greek kingdom. King Alexander
met him, and Ptolemy gave Cleopatra to him to wed in
a glorious ceremony as is fitting with kings.
Now King Alexander wrote to Jonathan to come and
meet with him. So, Jonathan went with great ceremony
to Ptolemais and met with both kings. He presented gifts
of silver and gold to them and their friends, and found
favor in their eyes.
After this some lawless men, troublemakers in Israel,
conspired against Jonathan to bring charges against him,
but the king would not hear them. Rather, the king
commanded that Jonathan be robed in royal garments
and seated next to the king. Then he sent his officers
into the city to warn everyone not to harass or bring any
charges against Jonathan. When Jonathan’s accusers saw
that he was so honored, they fled. Jonathan became one
of the king’s chief friends and was installed as a governor
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in his dominion. Jonathan then returned to Jerusalem in
peace and joy.
Now in the 165th year of the Greek kingdom, Demetrius II,
the son of Demetrius the former king, left Crete and
traveled to Syria, the land of his fathers. Alexander
was distressed by the news and returned to Antioch.
Demetrius II, meanwhile, appointed Apollonius governor
of Coelesyria. And Apollonius assembled a vast army
which camped in Jamnia. Then he sent a message to
Jonathan, saying, “You alone stand against us, and I am
mocked and reproached because of you. Are you so
courageous, holed up there in the hill country? If you
truly trust in your strength, then leave the hills behind
and match forces with me in the plain, for my strength
comes from the cities. Ask anyone and they will tell you
about me, that you are not able to set foot in my land.
Nor will you withstand our horsemen on the plain, where
there are no rocks to hide among.”
Jonathan, when he heard the taunts of Demetrius II, was
stirred up. Choosing ten thousand men, he left Jerusalem.
His brother Simon met him along the way and joined his
forces. Jonathan encamped over against Joppa, which
immediately shut its gates against him since a garrison
had already been stationed there by Apollonius. Jonathan
attacked the city which, for fear of him, reopened its gates.
Thus, Jonathan took Joppa. As soon as Apollonius heard
this, he summoned three thousand horsemen and a vast
army. He led his forces to Azotus, making it look as if they
were only passing through on their way elsewhere. Trusting
in the strength of his calvary alone, he left his legions of
infantry behind on the plain.
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Jonathan pursued the calvary to Azotus, but Apollonius’
horsemen ambushed Jonathan’s men from behind. Jonathan
withstood them from morning till evening, exhausting
their horses. Simon then led a fresh garrison against
Apollonius and defeated him. Both the horsemen and
infantry of Demetrius II were scattered. Those who were
able made their way to Beth-Dagon, to take cover in the
temple of their idol. Jonathan set fire to Azotus and its
surrounding villages and plundered them. He also set fire
to the temple of Beth-Dagon, and those who were inside
perished. The total number of those who were killed
by the sword or burned alive was eight thousand.
From there, Jonathan led his forces to Ashkelon, where the
people came forth to celebrate his great victory. Jonathan
soon returned to Jerusalem with the plundered wealth of
his enemies. King Alexander, when he learned of Jonathan’s
successes, honored him even more. He sent him a golden
buckle like those shared among the king’s near kinsmen.
He also gave him Ekron and the surrounding province for
his own possession.
1 Maccabees 11
Then Ptolemy, king of Egypt, assembled a massive army
whose numbers were like the sands of the seashore, besides
many ships. Alexander was away in Cilicia putting down
a revolt, so Ptolemy attempted to annex Alexander’s
kingdom by deception. He journeyed to Syria and greeted
the people there with kind words. They came out to meet
with him because he was Alexander’s father-in-law, and
because Alexander had instructed them to do so. Yet, as
Ptolemy visited each city, he left a garrison of his troops
behind to occupy it.
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Now when Ptolemy approached Azotus, they took care to
show him the tower of Dagon that Jonathan had destroyed
by fire, along with the villages he had burned. They even
heaped charred bodies along his route so that he could not
miss the destruction that resulted from Jonathan’s attack,
for they meant to blame him. Yet the king did not comment
on these things. Then Jonathan met the king at Joppa
with great ceremony. They greeted one another and lodged
together. The next day, Jonathan traveled with the king to
the Eleutherus River before returning to Jerusalem. By this
time, Ptolemy had gained control throughout Seleucia to
its coasts, and schemed how he would depose Alexander.
He sent envoys to Demetrius II saying, “Come, let us
make a pact together. My daughter, who was Alexander’s,
I now give you in marriage, that you may reign once
more in your father’s kingdom. I regret having given my
daughter to him, for he sought to kill me!”
Ptolemy thus slandered Alexander because he wanted his
kingdom for himself. So, he took Alexander’s wife and
gave her to Demetrius II. Ptolemy then entered Antioch
where he took upon himself both crowns, those of Asia
and Egypt.
As soon as Ptolemy’s schemes were manifest to all,
Alexander returned from Cilicia to attack him. The force
he had with him was not large enough, however, and
Ptolemy was able to repel his army. Alexander retreated
and hid out in Arabia, but there he was slain by Zabdiel
the Arab, who cut off Alexander’s head and sent it to
Ptolemy. A few days later King Ptolemy himself died, and
the people rose up against his troops and killed them.
As a result of all this, Demetrius II again took the throne.
This was in the 167th year of the Greek kingdom.
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Meanwhile, Jonathan assembled his Judean forces. At this
time, he built siege engines and prepared an attack on the
Akra to free it once more from Gentile occupation. When
the apostates of Israel learned about the imminent attack,
they made their way to Demetrius II to inform him.
Demetrius II, angered by the news, went to Ptolemais
where he summoned Jonathan to meet him and
commanded him to stop the siege. Jonathan, however,
directed the siege to continue, while he took some
priests and elders with him to meet Demetrius II in
Ptolemais, thus putting himself in danger. Jonathan
took gold, silver, and fine clothing with him as gifts for
the king, winning favor in his eyes. Despite continual
complaints raised against him by certain rebels in Israel,
the king exalted Jonathan’s position as all the kings
before him had done. Once more, Jonathan was officially
recognized as a friend of Demetrius II and as high priest
in Jerusalem. Jonathan requested that Judea and the three
districts of Samaria be exempted from tribute. He
promised the king three hundred talents in return.
Demetrius agreed in writing, as follows: “King
Demetrius II to his brother Jonathan and the nation
of the Jews, greetings. I am sending you a copy of
my letter to our kinsman, Lasthenes, to whom I have
written concerning you as follows: ‘King Demetrius II
to his father, Lasthenes, greetings. We have decided to
treat well the Jewish nation, our loyal friends, because
of their good will toward us. Therefore, we affirm that
Judea, including the three districts of Aphairema,
Lydda, and Rathamin, is theirs, in addition to their
borderland of Samaria. All these people, as well as
those who travel to Jerusalem for sacrifice, are hereby
exempt from tithes on the land and fruit trees. With
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regard to all else due us—the tithes, tributes, salt tax,
and royal taxes—they are hereby exempt, and these
exemptions shall never be canceled. Take careful note
of these provisions, therefore, and inscribe a copy for
Jonathan to display on the Holy Mountain.’”
Demetrius II realized that all was peaceful and there was
no one to oppose him. Therefore, he disbanded his legions
and sent all his troops home, except the mercenaries he
had hired from foreign nations. For this reason, the soldiers
who had long served under him and his fathers now
despised him. Trypho, a man who formerly supported
Alexander, noticed that the men of Demetrius were
grumbling against him. So, he went to Imalkue the Arab,
who was raising the son of Alexander, who also bore the
name of Antiochus. He told Imalkue about the disbanded
legions of Demetrius and their resentment, and urged
him to release the boy to reign in his father’s place.
Jonathan, meanwhile, sent a request to Demetrius II
asking him to expel all Gentile troops from the Akra,
as they continually fought against Israel. Demetrius
replied saying, “I will do as you request for your sake
and your people. Not only that, but I will bestow honor
upon your nation if the opportunity arises. Only, send
troops who will fight for me, for all my warriors have
abandoned me.”
Jonathan sent three thousand of his mighty men to
Antioch. When they arrived, the king rejoiced to see
them. For the people of Antioch, 120,000 in all, had
risen up to put Demetrius II to death. As the people rioted
in the streets, the king sheltered in his palace and called
out to the Jews for help. Dispersing throughout the city,
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Jonathan’s warriors killed 100,000 men. Then they rescued
the king, set the city on fire and plundered its wealth.
When the survivors saw that the Jews were in control of
the city, they laid down their weapons and cried out for
mercy, “Grant us peace, and call off the Jews from attacking
us and our city!”
Thus the Jews were honored in the eyes of the king and
all who were in the kingdom. They returned to Jerusalem
with the wealth of their spoils. Once more Demetrius II
sat on the throne of his kingdom and the land was quiet
before him. Soon, however, he broke his promises to
Jonathan. Treating him harshly, he never repaid the favors
done by him and his warriors.
At this time Trypho returned with young Antiochus who
was crowned and began to rule. All the men of war whom
Demetrius II had dismissed gathered under Antiochus
and put Demetrius to flight. With Trypho’s guidance, they
retook Antioch and secured the brigade of attack elephants.
Young King Antiochus wrote to Jonathan saying, “I confirm
you in the high priesthood and set you over the four
Judean districts, to rule as Friend of the King.”
Antiochus sent Jonathan golden plates and utensils, and
granted him permission to drink from a gold chalice, to be
clothed in royal garments, and to wear the golden buckle.
Moreover, he appointed Simon his brother as governor over
the entire region from the Ladder of Tyre4 to the borders
of Egypt. When Jonathan traveled beyond the river, the
forces of Seleucia met him as allies, and as he entered
Ashkelon the people honored him. But when he approached
Gaza, the people shut him out. So, he laid siege to Gaza,
4 Ladder of Tyre – the coastline from Tyre down to Ptolemais.
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burned its villages and gathered up all its supplies. The
people of Gaza then begged for terms of peace with
Jonathan and he granted it, sending the sons of their
leaders to Jerusalem as hostages.
Now, Jonathan heard that some former officers of
Demetrius II had come into Kadesh of Galilee with
a large army, determined to put him out of office.
Leaving Simon behind, he went to meet them. Simon,
for his part, encamped against Beth-zur. Shutting it
in, he besieged them for a long time. When, finally, the
leaders asked for terms of peace, he granted it, sending
their leaders into exile and leaving a garrison in charge
of the city.
Jonathan’s host, meanwhile, was
camped by the waters of Gennesaret.
Early in the morning, they marched
into the plain of Hazor, where an
army of foreigners waited to ambush
them. Their leaders came forward,
handing themselves freely over to
Jonathan. Only then did their hosts emerge from hiding
and move to surround Jonathan’s forces. Jonathan’s men
found an escape route and fled from the ambush, leaving
Jonathan alone with two of his commanders: Mattathias,
son of Absalom, and Judas, son of Chalphi. Jonathan tore
his clothes, threw dirt on his head, and prayed. Then he
arose and attacked the enemy, putting them to flight. As
soon as the deserters saw what Jonathan was able to do,
they rejoined him, routing the enemy as far as Kadesh
where they were camped. Three thousand Gentiles were
slain that day, and Jonathan returned to Jerusalem.
Jonathan tore his
clothes, threw dirt on
his head, and prayed.
Then he arose and
attacked the enemy,
putting them to flight.
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1 Maccabees 12 5
Now Jonathan learned that Demetrius II’s commanders
were bearing down on him with a larger army than
before. So, Jonathan and his men left Jerusalem to
confront the enemy in Hamath, to prevent their invading
Judea. He sent out spies who learned that the enemy
planned to attack at night. When the sun had set,
therefore, Jonathan posted watchmen around the camp
and outposts near the enemy to remain at readiness all
night. When the enemy heard that Jonathan and his men
were awaiting their attack, they became fearful. Lighting
fires in their camp, they slipped away. Jonathan’s sentries
kept an eye on the fires, but did not discover the enemy’s
absence until the next morning. Then Jonathan’s forces
pursued the enemy but did not catch them since they had
already crossed the Eleutherus River. So, Jonathan’s forces
turned aside to the Arabians, called Zabadeans. They
defeated them and plundered their supplies. Simon also
ventured forth with his men. Bypassing Ashkelon and its
fortresses, he took Joppa by surprise and defeated it,
stationing a garrison there. For he had learned of their
plan to hand their fortresses over to Demetrius II.
Jonathan returned home and assembled the elders of
the people to discuss a plan for building more fortresses
throughout Judea, for building the walls of Jerusalem
higher, and for raising a barrier between the Akra and
the city to isolate its spies from the city. They began
by rebuilding a portion of the city wall, known as
Chaphenatha, that had fallen. Simon built Adida in
the Shephelah, fortifying its gates with bars.

5 1 Macc 12:1–23 is omitted.
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Now, Trypho determined to kill the young King Antiochus
in order to gain the kingdom of Asia, though he feared
that Jonathan would never permit it. So, he schemed how
he might capture and kill Jonathan. And when he came
with his army to Bethshan, Jonathan came forth to meet
him with an army of forty thousand chosen warriors.
Taking stock of Jonathan’s massive force, Trypho decided
to receive Jonathan with honor and commend him to all
his friends. He also gave gifts to Jonathan and commanded
his army to obey him as they would himself. Then he said
to Jonathan, “Why have you come with so great an army,
seeing that we are not at war? Send your legions home
and come with me to Ptolemais with a few of your servants.
There I will hand over the fortresses and the garrisons
to you and then return home, for this is why I have come.
Jonathan, trusting him, released his legions to begin the
journey home to Judea. He kept back three thousand of
his men, sending two thousand into Galilee and keeping
a thousand with him.
As Jonathan entered Ptolemais, Trypho’s men slaughtered
the warriors who rode alongside him and closed the gates
against the rest. Trypho then dispatched legions of
horsemen and infantry to pursue and destroy Jonathan’s
men in Galilee and in the Great Plain. However, when
Jonathan’s troops heard that he had been taken captive
and perished alongside his men, they encouraged one
another and prepared for battle. Trypho’s men realized
that Jonathan’s forces were prepared to fight without him.
So, the enemy turned back and Jonathan’s men reached
Jerusalem safely. All Israel mourned greatly for Jonathan.
Then the Gentiles surrounding them sought to destroy
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the Jews. For, they said, “They have no commander,
so let us attack them and erase their memory from
among men.”
1 Maccabees 13
Now Simon learned that Trypho had assembled a large
force to invade Judea and destroy it. He saw also that his
people were in fear and trembling, so he went up to
Jerusalem to encourage them.
Simon exhorted his people saying, “You yourselves know
what great things have been accomplished through my
brothers and our father’s house: what they did for the sake
of the laws, the sanctuary, and the many battles as well
as the many challenges we have faced. My brothers have
given their lives for Israel’s sake, and I alone am left. Who
am I to withhold my life in times of trouble, for am I any
better than my brothers? Therefore, I will avenge my
nation and sanctuary, our women and children, for the
surrounding nations have gathered against us in hatred
to destroy us.”
When the people heard Simon’s words, their spirit
revived and they responded with a loud voice saying,
“You shall lead in place of Judas and your brother
Jonathan. Fight our battles, and all that you command
we will do” (Judg 11:8–11).
Then Simon assembled all the men of war, and hurried
to finish the walls of Jerusalem, fortifying the city on every
side. He sent Jonathan son of Absalom to Joppa, to expel
any Gentiles left there and to occupy it. Now, Trypho left
Ptolemais with a massive force to invade Judea, with
Jonathan still alive and in his custody. Simon brought
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the army to Adida and camped, facing the Great Plain.
Trypho heard that Simon had taken his brother Jonathan’s
place and was preparing to attack. So, he sent messengers
to Simon saying, “We have your brother Jonathan in custody
on account of the money he owes to the royal treasury
from when he was in charge. Send us one hundred talents
of silver and two of his sons as hostages so that, when we
free him, he will not turn and attack us.”
Simon perceived that the offer was a trick. Yet, he paid
the ransom anyway to avoid being accused of Jonathan’s
death for not paying. After receiving the money and the
hostages, Trypho broke his word and did not release
Jonathan. Instead, he led his legions into Judea to destroy
it, circling around by the way of Adora, as Simon and his
forces matched his every move. Meanwhile, Trypho’s men
who were stationed in the Akra reported that they were
starving for lack of supplies. Trypho gave permission for
a calvary unit to deliver the supplies, but that night a
heavy snowfall prevented their travel. Instead, he moved
the army into Gilead. Coming to Baskama, Trypho killed
Jonathan and buried him there. Then he led his entire
force back to his own land.
Simon sent men to gather Jonathan’s bones, and he
buried him in Modein, the city of his fathers. All Israel
lamented Jonathan and mourned for him many days.
Simon then built a monument to his father and bothers
on the sepulcher of Mattathias, high enough to be seen
by all. There he set up seven pyramids, one for each of
his brothers, his father, and his mother. These were
arranged around columns, suits of armor, and carved
ships to be appreciated by those who sail on the sea.
The monument is still standing today.
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Now Trypho also dealt treacherously with young King
Antiochus, putting him to death. Intending to reign in
his place, he crowned himself king of all Asia, bringing
disaster upon the land. Simon, meanwhile, completed the
fortifications of Jerusalem and supplied all the fortresses
with enough food to withstand a siege. Selecting a few men,
Simon sent to Demetrius II requesting exemption from
further tribute since Trypho had already spoiled the land.
Demetrius replied saying, “I have received the golden
crown and the scarlet robe you sent, and am ready to
make peace with you. Indeed, I will write to my officers
to confirm the following exemptions. The treaties we
previously made with you are still enforced. Any fortresses
you have built are your own property. If there are any
unpaid taxes or tribute, these are forgiven. Whoever
among your men is qualified to serve in our forces, let
them enlist. So may there be peace between us.”
Thus it happened that in the 170th year of the Greek
kingdom, the yoke of the Gentiles was lifted from Israel.
From this time on their documents and contracts were
inscribed, “In the first year of Simon, high priest,
governor, and leader of the Jews.”6
The land of Judah was at rest all the days of Simon,7
For he sought the good of his nation;
His reign pleased them well,
And his glory all their days.
Beyond all his honors he made Joppa a harbor,
a gateway to the sea islands.
6 1 Macc 13:43–14:3 is omitted.
7 The hymn-poem (1 Macc 14:4–15) describes Simon’s reign as the fulfillment
of prophecy.
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He enlarged the borders of the nation,
and conquered all its territories.
He amassed a host of captives,
taking dominion over Gazara, Beth-zur, and the Akra,
removing their uncleanness,
and none could stand against him.
They farmed the land in peace,
the ground yielded its produce,
and the trees of the field their fruit.
The elders sat together in their streets,
discussing the pleasant things of the land,
while the young men tried on their armor.
He supplied the cities with food,
and equipped them with fortifications,
such that his fame was known throughout the world.
He brought peace to the earth,
and Israel rejoiced with great rejoicing.
Everyone rested beneath their own vines and fig trees,
with none to terrorize them (1 Kgs 4:25; Mic 4:4).
There was no more war in the land,
for kings were overturned in their days.
He strengthen the afflicted among his people,
and used the law to root out the wicked.
He glorified the sanctuary,
adding to its holy vessels.8

8 1 Macc 14:16–16:1 is omitted.
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Simon summoned his two oldest sons, Judas and John,
and said to them, “My brothers and I and our father’s
house have fought the wars of Israel from our youth until
today. Our efforts prospered and we rescued Israel time
and again. But now I have grown old and you, by his
mercy, have grown up. Stand in for my brother and me;
go out and fight for our people, and may heaven’s help be
with you” (1 Macc 16:2–3).
Now, the many heroic deeds of John, including the wars
he fought, the fortifying of the city walls, in addition to
all his other accomplishments, these are recorded in the
book of the days of his high priesthood, following his
father (1 Macc 16:23–24).
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Discussion Questions
This chapter could be confusing to read
because of the many names of kings and
leaders, along with their interconnected
relationships. Understanding their
relationships, however, sheds light on the
reasons behind their actions. Do you
understand the relational dynamics at play in
your family, friend groups, and congregation?
In this chapter, many “fine speeches” are
delivered to Judah and many promises are
made. How do Judah’s leaders distinguish
between voices they can trust and those they
cannot?
The Jews are often discouraged in this chapter
because they are at the mercy of so many
enemies, subject to so many ups and downs.
Have you ever experienced the same
helplessness or meaninglessness that the Jews
may have felt? How can we trust God’s
providence in the midst of these feelings?
What are some Maccabean leadership qualities
you might want to instill in yourself and other
leaders in your ministry?
In 1 Maccabees, what habits do the Jewish
leaders seem to display? Are they worthy of
our imitation?
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Chapter 4

Uncompromising
Standards – Judith
Background
The account of Hagar the handmaid from Genesis
16:1–6 teaches that the temptation to compromise becomes
impossible to resist when enough is at stake! The
apocryphal tale of Judith and Holofernes develops this
theme at length, inviting readers to weigh their own
convictions against the sacrifice of comfort, conformity,
and personal safety.
This fictional account tells of Israel’s resistance to military
oppression by the Gentiles hundreds of years before the
rule of Antiochus Epiphanes. Judith, a powerless widow,
demonstrates her faith by calling on God for strength,
by her strict adherence to the law and ceremonial purity,
and finally by using what she has—beauty and an awareness
of male weakness—to conquer the commander of enemy
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forces. Her spectacular victory is reminiscent of David’s
triumph over Goliath.
By setting the story long before the Maccabean Revolt, the
author offers a “historical” example of what resistance
to oppression should look like. That Judith is not history
in the same sense as 1 Maccabees is shown by its many
fictional details, like its description of Nebuchadnezzar as
the king of Assyria when, in fact, he ruled the Babylonians
much later. The nature of the work as fiction is also shown
by its skillfully composed plot. Those who immerse
themselves in this story will be challenged to reflect on
the sovereignty of God and the mystery of discerning
God’s will. Judith’s name simply means “a woman of Judah,”
but this woman is anything but ordinary.
Text
It was the twelfth year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar.
He ruled the Assyrians in the great city, Nineveh.1 These
too were the days of his enemy, Arphaxad, who ruled
over the Medes in Ecbatana. Now, Arphaxad fortified
Ecbatana with walls made of hewn stones three cubits
thick and six cubits long. He built these walls seventy
cubits high and fifty cubits wide. These he fortified with
towers, one hundred cubits high and sixty cubits wide
at the foundations. At last, he built its gates seventy cubits
high and forty cubits wide, where his infantry could
form their ranks and his armies march out in force.
At that time, King Nebuchadnezzar declared war on King
Arphaxad and attacked him in the great plain whose borders
1 Nebuchadnezzar is fictionally described here as king of the Assyrians though
he was in fact king of the Babylonians (see 2 Kings 24:1).
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reach to Ragau. His allies joined him from the hill country,
and from the settlements next to the Euphrates, Tigris, and
Hydaspes rivers. Arioch, king of the Elymeans, also joined
with him on the plain. Thus, the Chaldeans2 were reinforced
by many nations. Nebuchadnezzar also sent messengers
throughout Persia and to the west: to those dwelling in
Cilicia and Damascus, to Lebanon and Antilebanon, to
those who dwelt on the coast, to Carmen and Gilead, to
Upper Galilee and the great plain of Esdraelon; to the
cities of Samaria, and those beyond the Jordan River, to
Jerusalem and Bethany, Chelos and Kadesh; to the river
of Egypt, to Tahpanhes and Raamses; to Goshen, including
Tanis and Memphis, and indeed, to the entire land of
Egypt as far as Ethiopia.
Not one of these nations honored the summons of
Nebuchadnezzar. Without fear of him, they refused to
fight, turning away his messengers empty-handed and
ashamed. Nebuchadnezzar, furious with their response,
swore an oath on his very throne and kingdom to avenge
himself on Cilicia, Damascus, and Syria. He swore to put
to the sword all the people of Moab, Ammon, Judea, and
Egypt, and everyone between the coasts of the two seas.
Before exacting his revenge, Nebuchadnezzar led his
forces against King Arphaxad and defeated him in battle.
He overthrew his calvary and chariots, and took possession
of his towns. When he came to Ecbatana, he captured its
towers, plundered its markets, and turned its glory into
disgrace. Capturing Arphaxad in the mountains of Ragau,
he killed him by running him through with spears.

2 Chaldeans – the Assyrians; historically, the name refers to the Babylonians.
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Returning to Nineveh with a host of captured soldiers,
he and his forces recovered and feasted for 120 days.
Now on the eighteenth year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar,
on the twenty-second day of the first month, a discussion
arose in the king’s palace. To this he summoned his officers
and nobles, reminding them of the disdain with which
the western regions had treated his summons to war. The
council agreed that all who had disobeyed the king’s
command must be destroyed. So, the king revealed to
them his plan for exacting his revenge.
Nebuchadnezzar then called forth Holofernes, the general
of his forces, second only to the king in authority, and
gave him this charge: “Thus says the Great King, the lord
of the whole earth: when you leave my presence, take
with you men confident in their strength, to the number
of 120,000 foot soldiers and twelve thousand men on
horseback. Go and attack all the western regions because
they disobeyed my orders. Tell them to prepare an
offering of earth and water.3 For I am coming against
them in my anger and the feet of my armies will cover
the whole face of the earth. I will hand them over to be
plundered by my troops, till their wounded fill their
valleys and every brook and river overflow with the blood
of their dead. I will lead them away captive to the ends
of the earth. Go and seize their territories and hold them
for me till the day of their punishment. If they fight against
you, spare none of them but slaughter and plunder them
all. For as I live, and by the power of my kingdom, what
I have spoken my hand will execute. As for you, Holofernes,
3 An offering of earth and water – a symbolic offering required of a conquered
kingdom.

Chapter 4: Uncompromising Standards – Judith

take care not to neglect anything I command you today,
and do not delay.”
Holofernes the Commander
Holofernes called together all the officers of the Assyrian
army, assembling the select troops by divisions as his lord
had ordered him to do, 120,000 of them, together with
twelve thousand men on horseback, and he marshaled them
for the campaign. He also assembled a vast number of
camels and pack mules for transport, sheep, oxen, and goats
for food, and enough gold and silver from the royal palace
to secure any supplies they might require. Then Holofernes
and his army set out with their chariots, horsemen, and
select soldiers, like a swarm of locusts, like the dust of the
earth, a multitude no one could count.
Marching westward from Nineveh, the army of Holofernes
rolled over every nation in its path, destroying people and
plundering temples.4 When the sons of Israel living in
Judea heard about everything that Holofernes was doing,
they were alarmed for Jerusalem and the temple of the
Lord their God. For they had recently returned from
captivity and the sacred vessels, the altar, and the temple
had been cleansed and rededicated after having been
desecrated. So, they sent word to every district from
Samaria to Jericho, commanding them to secure all the
hilltops and to fortify all the villages and to store up
food in preparation for war, since their fields had recently
been harvested.
Now Joakim was high priest in Jerusalem at that time.
He made plans for defense together with the senate. Then
4 Jdt 2:21–3:9 is omitted.
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he wrote to Bethulia5 which overlooks the plain near
Dothan, commanding them to secure their mountain
passes, since Judea was open to invasion through them.
Yet, the passes were narrow such that invaders could be
easily stopped. They did as they were commanded.
Now, every man of Israel cried out to God with great
fervor, and they humbled themselves with much fasting.
They and their wives and their children and their cattle
and every resident alien and hired laborer and slave—all
of them put on sackcloth. And all the men and women,
and their children, living at Jerusalem, prostrated themselves
before the temple and put ashes on their heads and
spread out their sackcloth before the Lord. They even
covered the altar in sackcloth and cried out in unison,
praying earnestly to the God of Israel not to give up their
infants as prey and their wives as booty, and the cities
they had inherited to be destroyed, and the sanctuary to
be profaned and desecrated by the Gentiles. The Lord
heard their prayers and looked upon their affliction,
because the people had fasted many days throughout
Judea and in Jerusalem before the sanctuary of the
Lord Almighty.
Moreover, the high priest together with all the priests
wrapped themselves in sackcloth as they ministered before
the Lord the daily burnt offerings, votive offerings, and
freewill offerings of the people. With ashes sprinkled on
their turbans, they cried out to the Lord mightily, that
he might look with favor on the house of Israel.
Now it was reported to Holofernes that Israel was
preparing for war by fortifying her high places and
5 He wrote also to Betomesthaim.
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shutting up the mountain passes. This angered the
general greatly, so he summoned all the rulers of the
west. And the leaders of Moab, of Ammon, and of
the seacoasts came out to him and he interrogated them:
“Tell me, sons of Canaan, where are the people who dwell
in the hill county? What cities do they inhabit and how
large is their army and what is its strength? Who rules this
land, and leads their armies? How is it they alone have
failed to answer my summons?”
Achior, ruler of the Amonites replied to Holofernes, “My
lord, if you will receive a report from the mouth your
servant, I will declare to you the truth about those who
inhabit the hill country. And no lie shall come from the
mouth of your servant. The people you ask about are
descendants of the Chaldeans, who formerly dwelt in
Mesopotamia. They left because they would not worship
the gods of their ancestors, preferring to worship the God
of heaven, whom they knew. Their ancestors, therefore,
drove them away from the presence of their gods, and
they traveled for many days. Then their God directed
them to the land of Canaan, where they settled and
prospered in gold, silver, and cattle. Yet, when famine
covered the land of Canaan, they sojourned in Egypt.
There they were nourished and multiplied such that no
one could count them.
“Then the king of Egypt opposed them, enslaving them
under the burden of brick making. When they cried to
their God, he struck Egypt with incurable plagues, and so
they too drove Israel from their sight. God dried up the
Red Sea before them and brought them to Mt. Sinai and
Kadesh Barnea, driving before them the inhabitants of the
wilderness. They occupied the land of the Ammonites
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and conquered the Heshbonites, before crossing the
Jordan to possess the hill country. There they drove out
the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the
Shechemites, and the Gergesites, dwelling in Canaan for
many days.
“So long as they did not sin against their God, they
prospered. For the God who despises unrighteousness
was with them. But whenever they abandoned his
way, they were defeated in battle and taken captive into
foreign lands. The temple of their God was destroyed
and their cities were occupied by their enemies.
“Now they have returned to their God and have been
gathered from the places to which they were scattered.
Once more they occupy Jerusalem, where their sanctuary
is, and dwell in the hill country, for it was uninhabited.
Therefore, my lord and master, if we discover any fault in
them, such that they sin against their God, let us attack
them for we shall overcome them. But if no iniquity is found
in their nation, then let my lord avoid them. Otherwise,
their Lord will defend them and their God be for them,
and we will be disgraced before all the world.”
When Achior’s speech was finished, all those gathered
murmured against him. Holofernes’ men along with the
inhabitants Moab and the coasts called for his execution
saying, “We do not fear the Israelites, for they have no
strength or power to wage war. Let us go up against them,
Lord Holofernes, for they are prey for your army to
devour!”
When the commotion settled, Holofernes rebuked Achior
as follows: “Who are you to prophesy, directing us not
to make war on Israel as if their God will defend them?
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What God is there beside Nebuchadnezzar? He will
send his power to destroy them from the face of the earth.
We, his servants, will utterly destroy them.6 And you,
Achior, shall not see my face again until I take vengeance
on this nation that came out of Egypt. For you shall fall
along with them.”
Then Holofernes commanded his servants to bind up
Achior and to leave him at the springs near the hills
leading up to Bethulia.
When Achior was discovered by some Israelites, he was
freed and led to Bethulia, where he was presented to its
rulers, Uzziah son of Micah from the tribe of Simeon,
Chabris son of Gothoniel, and Charmis son of Melchiel.
When the elders, youth, and women of Bethulia were
assembled, they set Achior before them and Uzziah asked
him to explain all that had taken place. So, Achior
reported the words of Holofernes, those spoken in his
council and to the princes of Assyria, including his
proud boasting against the house of Israel. On hearing
this, the people worshiped God and cried out in prayer,
“O, Lord God of heaven! Look down on their pride.
Have mercy on the humiliation of your people, and look
favorably on those who are set apart to you.”
Then they comforted Achior and encouraged him greatly.
From the assembly, Uzziah brought Achior to his home
and prepared a banquet for him and the elders. All that
night they called on the God of Israel for help.
The next day Holofernes ordered his entire army to break
camp to prepare to move against Bethulia in order to
6 Jdt 6:4–6:21 is omitted.
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seize the passes through the hill country into Jerusalem.7
When the Israelites saw their vast numbers, they were
greatly terrified and every one said to his neighbor, “These
men might wipe the whole land clean! For neither hills,
nor mountains, nor valleys can bear their weight.”
Nevertheless, each man took up his weapons, kindled
a fire in his tower, and remained on guard all that night.
In the morning, Holofernes led out his cavalry in full
view of the people of Bethulia. He examined all possible
approaches through the pass to Jerusalem. He also
consulted with the leaders of the people of Esau and the
Moabites, who counseled him regarding Israel.
“These Israelites are not easily conquered in their
mountain fortresses,” they warned, “but if you cut off
their water supply then thirst will force them to surrender
their city.” This plan pleased Holofernes and he gave
orders to do as they had said. The army seized the water
supply and all the springs of the Israelites.8
The Distress of the Israelites
After thirty-four days, the water supply of Bethulia was
dried up. Their children lost heart and the women and
young men fainted from thirst in the streets since there
was no strength left in them. Then the people cried out
against Uzziah, “God judge between you and us! For
you have done us a great injury in not making peace with
the enemy! Now we have no one to help us and God
has sold us into their hands, to destroy us with thirst. Call
Holofernes and his forces and surrender the city, for it is
7 Jdt 7:2–3 is omitted.
8 Jdt 7:9–18 is omitted.
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better for us to be their slaves than to see our families and
children perish before our eyes!”
A great lamentation arose throughout the assembly, as
they cried out to the Lord God with a loud voice. “Have
courage, brothers!” said Uzziah, “give the Lord five more
days to restore to us, for surely he will not utterly forsake
us. But if he does not deliver us by then, I will surrender
to Holofernes.”
Uzziah dismissed the people to their homes and the
soldiers back to their watch towers. There they waited
in misery on account of their great thirst.
Now, there was a widow of Bethulia by the name of
Judith. She was born of a noble family, descended from
Abraham. Her husband, Manasseh, died of a heat stroke
while supervising the barley harvest. After he was buried,
Judith lived as a widow in mourning from then on. She
no longer slept in their wedding bed but had a tent pitched
on the roof of her house. She dressed all in black and
draped herself in sackcloth. She fasted every day except
the sabbath and on holy feast days in Israel.9
Judith was stunning to look upon, for she had shapely
figure and a gorgeous face, such that all who saw her swore
they had never seen a more beautiful woman. And no
one had anything bad to say about her, not even the other
women of Bethulia, because her modesty, her love for
God, and her devotion to his people were evident to all.

9 Here and in the following passages, Judith’s description is patterned after
several prominent women of the Old Testament, including Miriam (Exod
15:20–21), Deborah, and Jael (Judg 4–5).
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Now, Judith knew about the danger to Israel from the
surrounding army, and she understood the importance
of Bethulia in guarding the way to the holy city and
the temple. But when she heard about Uzziah’s decision
to surrender the city after five days, she summoned him
to her house and spoke to him as follows: “Listen to me,
O ruler of Bethulia, what you have told the people is not
right. For you have promised to surrender our city to the
enemy unless the Lord turns and helps us within five
days. But who are you to put God to the test, and to usurp
God’s place over the sons of men? If you put the Lord
Almighty to the test, you will never learn anything! You
who cannot comprehend the depths of the human heart,
how can you expect to search out the ways of God? He
has power to protect us any time he pleases, or to destroy
us before our enemies. Do not try to manipulate the Lord
our God, for he will not be threatened or won over by
pleading. Rather, while we wait for his deliverance, let us
call on him for help and he will hear our voice if it pleases
him. But do not provoke the Lord our God to anger.
“Our ancestors were handed over to our enemies because
they worshiped false gods. But this has not happened
in our generation, for we know no other God but him.
Therefore, let us hope that he will not despise us or our
nation. For if Judea is captured and the sanctuary robbed,
we will be held responsible for its desecration. And the
slaughter and captivity of our families will make us a
disgrace among those we will serve as slaves. Our slavery
will not bring us favor, but the Lord our God will turn
it to our dishonor.
“I appeal to your brothers, let us be an example for our
descendants since they will look to us. Now their very
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lives, as well as the temple and its altar, rests on us. Let
us give thanks to the Lord our God who puts us to the
test this day!”10
Then Uzziah answered her, “All you say is spoken from a
true heart, and no one can deny your words. Today is not
the first time your wisdom has been seen, but from the
beginning of your life all the people have recognized your
understanding, for your heart’s disposition is right. But
our people are dying of thirst as we speak! So then, since
you are a woman of prayer, please pray for rain to fill our
cisterns and quench our thirst.”
“You pray!” said Judith, “and watch what I do, for my
plan will be remembered by my grandchildren and great
grandchildren!”
“What plan?” asked Uzziah.
“Be at the city gate tonight to release me with my maid
servant, and before the five days are up, the Lord will
surely deliver Israel by my hand.”
“What will you do?” Uzziah pleaded.
“Don’t ask,” she replied, “for you will know soon enough
once my plan succeeds!”
After Uzziah left, Judith put ashes on her head, fell
upon her face, and cried out to the Lord with a loud
voice, praying all that night, “Hear me, Lord God, a
widow, for you care for widows and orphans! You gave
my ancestor Simeon a sword to take revenge on those
men who stripped Dinah of her clothing and defiled her
10 Jdt 8:25–27 is omitted.
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(Gen 34). You handed them over to death. You gave
their wives as booty and their daughters as slaves to those
who love you and hate corruption.11
“Look now upon these Assyrians, exalted in all their might
with their horses and riders, and their soldiers who trust
in weapons. They do not know the One who crushes war,
the Lord is your name. Break their strength by your great
might; lay them low in your anger; for they plan to defile
your sanctuary and to pollute the tabernacle where your
glorious name dwells, and to cast down the horn of your
altar with their swords. Look upon all their pride and
give me, a widow, strength to accomplish what I plan. Let
my scheming lips slay the Commander and destroy his
army. Crush their arrogance by the hand of a woman.
For your power requires no armies, and your might no
warriors! For you are the God of the lowly, the Helper
of the oppressed, the Upholder of the weak, the Protector
of the forlorn, and the Savior of those who have no hope.
King of all creation, hear my prayer! Wound them with
my deceitful words, because they attack your covenant and
Zion, your holy house. And cause your people to know
with certainty that you are God, the God of all power and
might, and that there is no other who protects the people
of Israel but you alone!”
Judith Dresses Up
When Judith had finished crying out to the God of Israel,
she called her maid who helped her take off her widow’s
clothing and sackcloth. Judith then took a cleansing bath
and anointed herself all over with ointment. Then she
combed out her hair, weaving in a braid and crowning her
11 Jdt 9:5–6 is omitted.
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glory with jeweled netting. The maid helped Judith into
an azure gown she herself had sewn. They added sandals
with leg strapping and ankle bracelets; rings, wrists bangles,
ear and noise piercings. When they had finished, Judith
was transformed into a vision that no man could resist.
Then she handed her maid a skin of fine wine, a flask of
oil, a bag of parched grain and a cake of dried fruit. These
her maid packed along with a supply of kosher food they
would need for their mission. When they arrived at the
city gate of Bethulia they found Uzziah. The elders gazed
at Judith, astonished at the sight of her great beauty.
“May the God of our fathers grant you favor and fulfill all
your plans,” Uzziah declared, “so that the people of Israel
may glory and Jerusalem may be exalted.”
“Amen,” said Judith, “it’s time to set my plan in motion!”
Some of the young men standing by opened the city gate
to let Judith and her maid pass through. Judith covered
her face with a veil and began the long trek down the hill
toward the enemy camp. The elders followed Judith with
their eyes until she was long out of sight.
When at last Judith and her maid encountered the Assyrian
patrol, they were taken captive without a struggle. The
captain of the Assyrian patrol was a sneering man, fascinated
with his catch.
“Who are you?” he demanded, “and what are you doing
out here?”
“I am a daughter of the Hebrews,” said Judith, “but I ran
away because I knew that you were going to conquer them.”
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“It appears that we have conquered you!” boasted the
captain. Then Judith removed her veil, and a gasp was
heard among the men of the patrol when they saw her face.
“I seek the Great Commander,” said Judith plainly, “for I
know the best route through these hills to Bethulia. If he
trusts in me, I will show him how to capture this entire
hill country without the loss of a single man.”
The captain was speechless as he studied Judith’s face,
especially her eyes, closely. “You have saved your life by
mentioning him,” he replied, finally, “because Holofernes
will certainly want to meet you!”
He then ordered several of his soldiers to conduct Judith to
the Commander without harm. Along the way, others saw
Judith and began following to find out who she was. By the
time they reached the Great Commander’s encampment,
Judith and her maid were being led by an entourage of more
than a hundred soldiers. An even larger crowd gathered
as the patrol reported their capture. Word of Judith spread
throughout the entire camp, which was aflame with the
sight of her.
“Do all Hebrew women look like you?” called a soldier
from the midst of the crowd.
“Let us conquer these Hebrews,” said another, “lest they
ensnare the whole world!”
Holofernes, the Great Commander, was resting on a
bed of silk, beneath a canopy woven in purple and gold
thread, and sequenced with emerald and other precious
gem stones. He rose from his resting place as soon as his
attendants informed him of Judith’s capture, and emerged
from his inner sanctum, his face lit by the silver lamps

Chapter 4: Uncompromising Standards – Judith

97

held aloft by his servants. At the sight of the Great
Commander all fell silent, and Judith herself fell face
down. Holofernes signaled to his servants who
immediately lifted Judith up from the floor.
“Take courage, woman,” said Holofernes, “you are in
a safe place, for I have never harmed anyone who chose
to serve Nebuchadnezzar, the king of all the earth. But
why have you fled from your own people?”
“Consider the testimony of your maidservant,” said
Judith, “for you will hear no lies from my lips tonight.
Follow my directions and God will accomplish something
amazing, and you, my lord, will not fail to achieve your
purpose! For as surely as Nebuchadnezzar, the king of the
whole earth, lives, and as his power endures, he has
commissioned you to shepherd every living soul, not
only men but beasts of the field and birds of the air
also—for all live by your permission, under the authority
of the Great King and all his house.
“O Holofernes,” continued Judith, “your great wisdom
and your skill in military strategy is reported throughout
the world, and throughout the empire there is no one
equal to you! Know this, however: our people, Israel, will
never be conquered unless our God permits you to do so,
as punishment for our sin against him.”
Hearing this, the crowd of soldiers laughed scornfully
and looked at the Commander for his response. Holofernes
did not laugh, and Judith continued her speech.
“Sin has indeed arrested Israel,” she explained, “by which
they have provoked their God to anger. And now their
food supply has dwindled and their wells are dried up.
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All that remains are the tithes of the first fruits of grain,
wine, and oil, which are forbidden for their use since these
are set apart to the Lord. As soon as they grow weak and
partake of it, their God will surely hand them over to you!
“Now you know, Great Commander, why I am on the
run from my people and have taken refuge with you. For
I believe my God has sent me to you on a mission that
will astonish the entire world once they hear of it! Day
and night, I serve the God of heaven. During the day,
therefore, allow me to stay with you. But at night, give
me permission to leave the camp and pray. My God
will show me when Israel sins and I will report back
to you so that you may easily conquer them. Then,
you and I will enter the holy city of Jerusalem together,
that you may set up your throne and drive those who
are like sheep without shepherd. This is my mission,
O Great Commander, for which I was predestined and
sent to you.”
Judith’s fine speech pleased Holofernes who, together
with all his soldiers and servants, were completely
enamored with her.
“This woman is matchless” declared the crowd, “for who
has ever beheld a face so beautiful or heard a speech so
wise?”
“Your god has done well by sending you to us,” said the
Commander, “for he surely will bring destruction on those
who have offended my lord, Nebuchadnezzar. Therefore,
if you do as you have promised, then your god shall be my
god, and you shall live in the house of King Nebuchadnezzar
and be renowned throughout the whole world.”
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Judith’s Plan Unfolding
Then Holofernes commanded his servants to prepare
a feast for Judith.
“I cannot partake of it my lord,” said Judith, “for it would
be a sin for me to eat it. But with your permission, I have
brought my own food.”
“And when your food runs out, what then?” he asked.
“As your soul lives, O Great Commander, my supply will
last until my God carries out by my hand what he has
determined to do.”
Then the servants of Holofernes showed her to a tent,
where she slept until midnight.
Judith rose before the morning watch and sent a message
to Holofernes, “My lord, may your prisoner leave the
camp in order to pray?”
Holofernes commanded his guards not to stop her, and
so her plan unfolded. For three days Judith stayed in her
tent in the enemy camp during the day and ate her own
food. Then each night she left camp in order to bathe and
to pray for the Lord to raise up her people. Thus, Judith
remained pure through her sojourn among the enemy.
On the fourth day Holofernes gave a party for his inner
circle of servants, but none of the officers of his army
who had seen Judith were invited. He also commanded
Bagoas, the eunuch in charge of all his personal affairs,
as follows.
“Go persuade our Hebrew guest to come eat and drink
with us,” he whispered, “for when will I have another
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chance to make love to a woman like this, before she gets
the better of us?”
Bagoas delivered the invitation.
“Here is your chance, beautiful stranger!” he said to
Judith, “for my lord, the Commander, requests the honor
of your presence at his private party. You have only to eat
and drink from his table. Then you will be honored like
the daughters of the Assyrians, like those who grace the
harem of the Great King, Nebuchadnezzar!”
“Who am I to say no?” replied Judith, “for to party with
the Great Commander will be a joyful memory for me
until the day I die!”
Then Judith arose. Dressing in a shimmering gown, she
carefully applied her makeup, arrayed herself in jewelry
and dabbed on exotic perfume. Meanwhile her maid went
before her to the party to spread out soft furs for Judith
to sit on as she reclined at table. When Judith appeared
at the party and stretched out on the furs, Holofernes
became flushed with excitement as he thought of where
the evening would end, for he had secretly planned to
seduce Judith all along.
“Drink up,” he said to her, “and let yourself go!”
Now while Judith appeared to be drinking with Holofernes,
her maid was in fact refilling her goblet with water. And
as they ate, the maid put kosher foods on her plate in place
of the king’s food. Holofernes, unaware of all this, was
thrilled that his plan was going so well; he drank more
and more.
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“Are you having a good time?” he asked Judith.
“This is the best day of my life!” she replied.
“I know!” said Holofernes, falling over with drunken
laughter.
The private party went on until very late. When Bagoas
began cleaning up, his fellow servants left quickly. Finally,
Bagoas himself left Judith alone with Holofernes just as
the Commander had prearranged, but now he was passed
out drunk on his bed. Judith prayed quietly as her maid
waited outside the tent.
“Almighty Lord God,” Judith whispered, “now has the
hour come for you to exalt your inheritance, Jerusalem,
through the work of my hands. Strengthen these arms,
therefore, for the destruction of the enemy who has risen
up against us.”
Judith took hold of the sword which was slung over the
bedpost of Holofernes’ bed, and drew it out of its sheath.
Then she clenched the hair of Holofernes, stretching out
his neck.
“Give me your strength, O Lord God of Israel!” she cried,
dropping the full weight of the sword directly onto the
neck of her enemy. The blow brought instant death, but
she wielded the sword again, lifting it aloft and bringing
down on the neck a second time, severing the head from
its body. Quickly, Judith tore off the canopy covering the
bed, and used it to roll up the bloody head of Holofernes.
At the door of the tent, the maid was waiting to conceal
the prize in her supply basket. The two of them walked
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out of the camp as on other nights, but this time they
kept going and made their way home.12
When they reached the gate of Bethulia, Judith called out
to the watchmen, “Open the gate! God is still with us and
has shown his power in Israel and his strength against
our enemies this very day!”
When the men of Bethulia heard her voice, they rushed
to the city gate together with the elders of the people.
After they kindled a bonfire, Judith addressed the crowd
in a loud voice.
“Praise God who has not withdrawn his mercy from the
house of Israel, but has destroyed our enemies by my
hand this very night!” she cried, “O praise him!”
Judith took hold of the basket carried by her maid and
dumped the bloody head of Holofernes onto the ground.
“Behold!” declared Judith, “the head of Holofernes, the
Great Commander of the Assyrian army whom the Lord
defeated by the hand of a woman!”
The people were astonished and bowed down to worship
God.
“Blessed are you, O God,” they cried, “who has visited
your wrath upon the enemies of your people!”
“As the Lord lives who guarded my way,” said Judith,
“I swear that my enemy never laid a sinful hand on me
12 Judith’s victory recalls David’s triumph over Goliath (1 Sam 17:12–54).
Moreover, according to George W. E. Nickelsburg, Jewish Literature between the
Bible and the Mishnah, 2nd ed. (Philadelphia: Fortress, 2011), 100, “the book of
Judith as a whole is a kind of reversal of the story of the rape of Dinah” (Gen 34).
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to defile and shame me, but with my face alone did I
deceive and destroy the Great Commander!”
“O daughter blessed by God Most High above all women
on earth,” declared Uzziah, “he has guided your hand
in striking the head of the leader of our enemies! Your
hope will never depart from the hearts of men, as they
remember the power of God. May God grant you perpetual
honor, and may he visit you with blessings, because you
did not spare your own life when our nation was brought
low. But you avenged our ruin, walking in the straight
path before our God.”
And all the people replied, “Amen, amen!”
Then Judith counseled the people, “Listen to me, my
brothers: hang the head of Holofernes on the gate, and
when morning comes, let every warrior arm himself
and run toward the enemy camp, ready for attack. When
the Assyrians see it, they will sound the battle alarm
and run to awaken their Commander, only they will not
be able to awaken him! Fear will overtake them and
they will flee before you, and all Israel shall pursue and
cut them down!
“Before you do all this,” said Judith, “call Achior the
Ammonite. Let him see for himself the man who despised
the house of Israel and sent him to his death!”
When Achior saw and realize what had happened, he fell
at Judith’s feet and cried out, “Blessed are you in every
tent of Judah! Let all the nations that hear your name be
astonished.”13
13 The conclusion of the book of Judith is abridged here.
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Judith reported all that had happened to Achior. When
he heard these things, he believed and was circumcised,
joining the house of Israel to this day.
Then the people did as Judith counseled and the enemy
was destroyed. Later on, when Joakim the high priest and
all Jerusalem discovered what the Lord had accomplished
through Judith, he blessed her in the congregation of
Israel.
“Judith is the exaltation of Jerusalem, the great glory of
Israel, and the great pride of our nation. You have done
all this single-handed, daughter, and God is well pleased.
So, may the Almighty Lord bless you forever!” And all
the people said, “Amen!”
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Discussion Questions
Judith rebukes the rulers of Bethulia for
putting God to the test. Would you rebuke
your leaders if they were in the wrong? How
would your rebuke be received? Are you open
to receiving constructive criticism from those
you minister to?
Some readers question whether Judith’s
behavior is moral or immoral. What would
you say? Does Judith deceive Holofernes? If
so, is her deception justified since he is the
enemy?
How do the minor characters in the book of
Judith play major roles? What does this tell
you about seemingly “minor” roles in your
church or ministry? Do the individuals filling
those “minor” roles feel appreciated?
What are the differences between how Judas
Maccabeus and Judith exhibit their faith in
God? How do Christians today live out their
faith differently? What spiritual gifts do you
have, or are present in your church?
Judith displays disciplined habits of prayer,
kosher dieting, and ritual bathing. If a story
were written about you, what spiritual
disciplines would you be known for? Moving
forward, what habits would you like to be
known for?

Chapter 5

Suffering and Spirituality –
Tobit and Sarah
Background
A Sunday school teacher began class with this icebreaker:
“Imagine you are a journalist able to interview anyone
from New Testament times in any circumstances; who
would you choose, in what circumstances, and why?”
The quickest replies came from those who described
interviews with Jesus at various points in his earthly
ministry. A more surprising response came from an elder
who said, “I’d like to interview a Pharisee in his home.”
“Why a Pharisee,” asked the teacher, “and why in his
home?” “Obviously,” replied the man, “I want see what
Jesus was so critical of, and how Pharisees really lived!”
The elder’s savvy reply points to both the importance of
Pharisees in the New Testament,1 and the fact that their
appearances are brief and descriptions few.
1 Pharisees are mentioned nearly one hundred times in the Gospels alone.
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In the apocryphal story of Tobit, readers follow the life of a
pious Jew whose zeal for God’s law and boastful testimony
make him a likely forerunner of Pharisees.2 Thus, a careful
reading of the book offers a unique opportunity for us to
“visit with a Pharisee.” And, surely, the Bible speaks about
Pharisees not that we may justify ourselves by comparison,
but that we may look into the perfect “mirror of Scripture”
and be changed (Jas 1:22–24).
Tobit, moreover, explores the question of why bad things
happen to good people, especially to God’s people, by
telling a story about the sufferings of Tobit and Sarah as
well as their healing and deliverance by God. The reader
is first introduced to Tobit, whose faithfulness in burying
the dead leads to his suffering blindness, and then to
Sarah, whose affliction by a jealous demon keeps her
from a happy marriage and childbearing. God answers
their prayers by sending an angel to help them.
Text
This is the book of Tobit, son of Tobiel, the son of Hananiel
son of Aduel, son of Gabael son of Raphael son of Raguel
of the seed of Asael of the tribe of Naphtali. In the days of
King Shalmaneser of the Assyrians, Tobit was taken into
captivity from Thisbe, which is to the south of Kedesh
Naphtali in Upper Galilee.

2 While the Pharisees are first mentioned (by Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews,
13.10.5) in relation to the rule of John Hyrcanus (134–104 BC), the book of Tobit
was likely written many years before.
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I, Tobit, have walked all my days in the ways of truth and
righteousness, doing deeds of mercy for my brothers and
my nation while in captivity in Nineveh of Assyria.3
Now, when I was still a young man and living in
Jerusalem, it came to pass that the people of my tribe,
which was Naphtali, betrayed the holy city and house
of David. They sacrificed to the calf that King Jeroboam
of Israel had erected in Dan and on all the high places of
Galilee (1 Kgs 12:25–30).
But I, Tobit, traveled alone to Jerusalem each year to
attend the required festivals. There I would carry the first
fruits of my crops, the firstborn of my flocks, and the
first bags of wool sheared from my sheep. All these I would
offer to the temple priests who served at the altar, along
with a tenth of my grain, wine, olive oil, pomegranates, figs,
and all the rest required by the sons of Levi ministering
at Jerusalem. Every other year I would add a second tithe
and distribute it in coins throughout Jerusalem. On
the third year, I would offer a third tithe dedicated to the
orphans, widows, and converts who had joined Israel.4
In everything, I tried always to follow the ordinances of
the law of Moses and the example of my grandmother,
Deborah, who raised me after my father died. When I
became a man, I married a woman from our own tribe
and together we had a son whom I named Tobias.

3 Here, and in what follows, Tobit’s description reflects the righteousness
attributed to Abraham (Gen 15:6; 17:1; 18:19; 24:40; 48:15).
4 Tobit’s self-righteousness may remind readers of the parable of the Pharisee
and the tax collector in Luke 18:9–14 (Nickelsburg, Jewish Literature, 349).
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Tobit’s Holy Lifestyle is Tested
Now after we were exiled to Nineveh, all my clan began
living like the pagan Gentiles. As for me, I strictly avoided
their ways because I remembered God with all my heart.
Then the Most High gave me favor and good appearance
in the sight of the king, and he installed me as his buyer
of provisions. I once traveled on business to Media, where
I left ten talents of silver on deposit with my associate
Gabiel, who wrote me a receipt which we tore into
matching halves.
After King Shalmaneser died, Sennacherib his son reigned
in his place. Sennacherib persecuted my fellow Jews, and
for as long as he reigned the roads to Media were unsafe
since they were no longer being guarded. Because of this
I was unable to travel there to check on the money I had
entrusted to Gabiel.
I, Tobit, did my best to live a life of righteousness under
wicked Sennacherib’s rule. I would retrieve the bodies of
my fellow Jews murdered by the king and give them an
honorable burial. When it was reported to Sennacherib
that I was the one doing this, he sought to kill me. So,
I went into hiding to keep my family from the danger that
was coming after me. The king took my property but left
Anna and Tobias unharmed.5
As it happened, the king was assassinated by his own sons
less than two months after taking power. Then, his older
son, Esarhaddon, ruled in his place and ruled righteously.
Esarhaddon commanded the son of my brother, Hanael, to
manage the affairs of his kingdom. Formerly, he had served
5 Compare Tobit’s practice to Jesus’ words in Matt 8:21–22; Luke 9:59; 16:22.
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Sennacherib as cup bearer, keeper of the signet ring, and
steward over his accounts, and now Esarhaddon reappointed
him. His name was Ahikar, and he was my nephew.
Now, Ahikar put in a good word for me so I was permitted
to return to Nineveh at the time of Pentecost. There, I found
Anna and Tobias alive and well and we celebrated the
feast as Anna spread a wonderful meal before us. I was
hungry but could not enjoy the feast knowing that
others were going without. So, I sent Tobias out with
these instructions: “My son, go and look for a poor
beggar among our people. Make sure he is completely
dedicated to the Lord and bring him home so he may
enjoy this feast with us.”6 After a while, Tobias returned
alone and shaken.
“Father, I found a man who has been strangled to death!
He is one of our own people, and his body has been left
in the market.”
Leaving the meal, I ran to the market to retrieve the man’s
body. But recalling the persecution I suffered for burying
the king’s enemies, I brought the body home and waited
until after dark to bury it. When at last I sat down to the
feast it was late and I could not really enjoy the meal.
A prophecy of Amos kept coming to mind: “Your feasts
shall be turned into mourning, and all your festivities
into lamentation” (Amos 8:10).
I slept outdoors that night since I was ceremonially
unclean, having handled a dead body. Exhausted, I leaned
up against a tree and cried myself to sleep on account
6 Tobit practices generosity toward those he deems worthy. Two centuries
later, the New Testament’s teachings would also emphasize generous giving, but
without restrictions (e.g. Matt 5:40–42).
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of the murdered man. In the branches above me, sparrows
were building a nest. I was unaware that their droppings
were seeping into my eyes. The next morning when I awoke,
my face was covered in bird droppings and my eyes were
clouded with a white film. I stumbled to the basin to wash
my face but all was darkness: I was completely blind, and
the doctors were unable to cure me.
My blindness lasted for years, during which time Anna
took on women’s work and my nephew, Ahikar, also helped
to support me. Once, Anna’s employers gave her a goat as
a bonus, which bleated when she arrived home with it.
“Where did you get a goat?” I asked, “You didn’t steal, did
you? Take it back now, for we cannot keep it!”
“It was a bonus in addition to my wages,” she explained,
but I was angry and refused to believe her.
“What happened to all the good deeds you are known
for?” was all she could say.
I wept for grief and in sorrow I prayed, “You are altogether
righteous, O Lord, and your ways are merciful and true.
All your judgments are righteous forever. Don’t turn your
face away from me, O Lord, and don’t punish me on
account of my secret sins or those of my fathers. I know
we suffer on account of our sin, and that we are in exile
because of the faithlessness of our fathers. Deal with me
as you like, but please, O Lord, command my spirit to
return to you that my body may return to dust. For it is
better for me to die than to bear the weight of my sorrow.
If I cannot look upon your face in this life, then please let
me come to you in the next!”
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Sarah and Her Trials
Now on that same day, far away in Ecbatana of Media,
a young woman named Sarah, the daughter of Raguel,
was also praying for death, for she had no children.7
Moreover, the maid servants in her father’s house cruelly
teased Sarah. Though she had been married to seven
husbands, every one of them died at the hands of the evil
spirit, Asmodeus, before she could conceive a child.
“How many men have you had, and still you are not
pregnant?” quipped the maids. “And how did all those
men truly die? Did you not strangle them? And now that
they are dead, you beat us! Why not follow after them?
May we never see the day you bear a son or daughter!”
Sarah was so miserable she thought about killing herself.
“No,” she decided, “that would bring more dishonor
upon my father than my remaining childless.” Then Sarah
prayed, “Blessed are you, O Lord my God, and blessed is
your glorious and holy name forever. May all your works
praise you. Now, I lay my supplication before you, O Lord,
asking you to take me from this world, that I may no longer
have to bear with their mocking. You know, O Lord, I have
never sinned with any man. Neither have I tarnished my
name nor the name of my father in the land of our captivity.
I am my father’s only child, and he has no son and no
near kinsman whom I could marry. My seven husbands
have all died, so why should I live? Have pity upon me,
7 Sarah is modeled after the biblical Sarah (Gen 12:14), Rebekah (Gen 24:16),
and Rachel (Gen 29:17). As Irene Nowell explains, “Like them, she is childless and
her situation seems beyond hope” (“The Book of Tobit: An Ancestral Story,” in
Intertextual Studies in Ben Sira and Tobit: Essays in Honor of Alexander A. Di Lella,
O.F.M., CBQ 38, [Washington, DC: Catholic University of America Press, 2005], 6–8).
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O Lord. And if you will not take my life, then please
restore my respect that I may no longer bear this reproach.”
Then the prayers of both Tobit and Sarah were heard
before the majestic presence of God. The angel Raphael
was sent to restore them both—by removing Tobit’s
blindness that he might see the light of God with his own
eyes, and by freeing Sarah, daughter of Raguel, from the
demon Asmodeus, and by giving her to Tobias the son of
Tobit, in marriage.
At the very moment Tobit returned from praying in his
courtyard, Sarah came down from her upper room.
Treasure in Media
Meanwhile, Tobit recalled the money he had left with
Gabiel at Rages in Media. He said to himself, “Since I have
prayed for the Lord to take my life, I must prepare my son.”
So he called his son, Tobias, and said to him, “My son, if I
should die bury me properly and take good care of your
mother. Honor her as the law commands, and do nothing
to make her angry. Remember that she risked many
things while carrying you in her womb. And after she
dies, bury her next to me.
“Remember the Lord our God all your days, and never
willingly transgress his commandments. Live justly and
do not walk in the ways of unrighteousness. For those
who deal justly shall prosper in all their ways. Give some
of what you have to others, and never turn away from the
poor so the face of God will not turn away from you! If
you have a little, then give a little; if you have a lot, give a
lot. That way you will lay up treasure for yourself against
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the day of need.8 And remember, generosity keeps one
from death and darkness, and giving to the poor is an
excellent offering in the presence of the Most High.
“Stay away from fornication, my son! Choose your wife
from among my relatives and do not look for a woman
outside our tribe. For we are the children of the prophets,
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: they all found their
wives among their extended families and were thereby
blessed as their children inherited the land. Love your
family and do not reject them by refusing to take a wife
from among them, for arrogance leads to destruction.
“Don’t allow the wages you owe to anyone to remain
in your pocket. Pay him, for if you serve God he will
compensate you also. Watch yourself in everything and
be wise in your conversation. Do not do anything you
would not want someone to do to you.9 Don’t drink too
much and become a drunkard. Share your food with the
hungry and your clothes with the naked. Don’t be stingy:
if you have extra, share it with the righteous but not
a morsel for the wicked! Accept advice from every wise
man, and do not ignore his warnings. Bless the Lord
God at all times, asking him to make your ways straight,
and to prosper your paths and your plans.
“Listen to me now, my son, I have placed ten talents of
silver on deposit with my associate, Gabiel, at Rages in
Media. Though we live poor now, in the days to come
this fortune will be yours if you fear God, avoid sin, and
do what is pleasing in his sight.”
8 Compare Jesus’ teaching on storing up treasures in Matt 6:19–21.
9 Tobit teaches his son a form of the “golden rule” later taught by Jesus
(Matt 7:12; Luke 6:31).
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Then Tobias answered his father, “I’m willing to do all you
ask but I don’t the way to Rages. And how can I receive
money from a man I do not know?”
Tobit gave his son his half of the matching receipt saying,
“Gabiel will honor this contract, and you can hire a guide
to show you the way—I will pay him. Now go, find a guide
to take you to there, but be careful who you choose.”
At soon as he began to search for a guide, Tobias came
upon Raphael the angel, though he did not recognize his
true identity.
“Who are you,” asked Tobias, “and where do you come
from?”
“I am Raphael, from among your people Israel,” he
replied, “I have come here to look for work.”
“Do you know the way to Media?” asked Tobias.
“I know it well, and used to stay with Gabiel, our
kinsman, who lives in Rages, about two days journey
from Ecbatana.”
“I must let my father know,” said Tobias, “please wait
here for me!”
Tobias told his father about Raphael.
“Call the man to come to me,” said Tobit, “that I may ask
about his tribe and determine whether he can be trusted
to guide you.”
Then Tobias brought the man to his father and Raphael
greeted him, “May you have much joy, sir!”
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“What joy is there for a man with no eyesight?” asked
Tobit, “for I no longer see the light of heaven but am in
darkness like the dead.”
“Courage friend,” said Raphael, “your healing from God
draws near!”
“Brother,” replied Tobit, “tell me, please, about your
family and tribe.”
“Are you looking to hire an entire tribe,” quipped
Raphael, “or just a guide?”
“Please don’t be angry with me,” said Tobit, “I ask about
your family and tribe so I can be sure about your lineage.”
“Very well,” agreed Raphael, “I am Azariah, son of
Hananiah, a kinsman of yours.”
“May health and salvation be yours always,” declared
Tobit, “for Hananiah was never led astray but used to go
with me to Jerusalem for worship. Truly, you have come
to us from a great family!”
Raphael agreed to the wages offered, and Tobit directed
his son to prepare for the journey saying, “May God in
heaven take you both safely there and return you home
again in good health.”
Tobias kissed his mother and father, and the two of them
set out on their journey, his dog following after them. But
his mother was in tears as she watched them leave.
“You’ve sent my child away!” she cried, “There goes the
security of our old age, and for what, mere silver? Is the
Lord unable to provide for us without it?”
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Tobit comforted his wife saying, “Don’t worry, a good
angel watches over the boy and will bring him back to
us safely, you’ll see!”
Journey to Rages
On the first day of their journey, Tobias and Azariah made
it all the way to the Tigris River. Azariah set up camp while
Tobias went down to the water to wash his feet. After
putting his feet in the water, a huge fish surfaced and
tried to swallow them.
“Grab it,” called Azariah, who helped Tobias take hold of
the fish and pull it onto the shore.
“Now clean out the fish,” said Azariah, “but save its gall,
heart, and liver, because you are going to need them.”
Tobias followed Azariah’s directions exactly, removing
the organs before cooking the fish for their supper. That
night the two travelers talked quietly as they rested by
the fire.
“What am I supposed to do with these?” asked Tobias,
holding up the pouch of fish entrails.
“Smoke rising from a fish heart and liver will free a man or
woman from demon affliction,” replied Azariah. “As for
the gall, that’s medicine for healing clouded eyes.”
“Truly?” asked Tobias, putting the pouch back in his pocket.
After long days of walking, the travelers drew near to
Media. The angel said to Tobias, “Today we shall stay with
Raguel, your cousin. I will speak to him concerning his
only daughter, Sarah, that she may become your wife. For
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she is beautiful and wise, and to you alone belongs the
right of marriage as her only near kinsman.”
“But I have heard that she has had seven husbands who
all died in her bed!” said Tobias. “People say that an evil
spirit keeps her for himself, and that it murders anyone
who dares to come near her. I am my father’s only son, and
if anything happens to me, I will bring my father and
mother down to the grave in sorrow, since they have no
other son to bury them.”
Then the angel said to Tobias, “Fear not, and don’t forget
your father’s command: you must take a wife from among
his kindred. Neither worry about the evil spirit, for
tonight Sarah shall be yours alone. When you enter the
marriage chamber, lay the fish heart and liver on the fire
of the incense until it smokes. This will repel the demon
and it shall not return. Then rise up, both of you, and
pray to the merciful God who will have pity on you and
rescue you. Sarah was appointed for you from the
beginning. You shall save her and she shall bear you
children (1 Tim 2:15).
When Tobias heard all this, his heart was joined to Sarah
and he loved her.
The Wedding Feast
When the travelers arrived at the home of Raguel they
greeted him and his wife Edna, and their daughter Sarah.
“This young man is Tobias!” Raguel told his wife, “See
how he favors his father?”
“You are of the tribe of Naphtali?” asked Edna.
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“Naphtali in captivity in Nineveh,” replied Tobias.
“Tell us about your father,” said Raguel, “is he well?”
When they heard that Tobit was blind, they all wept. Then
they prepared a feast for their visitors, killing a ram from
their flock. Meanwhile, Tobias asked Raphael about the
plan they had discussed earlier. Raphael brought the matter
up with Raguel who replied, “Eat, drink and be merry,
brother Tobias, for my daughter Sarah is to be given to you
in marriage. But first I must tell you the truth: to seven
men I have given my daughter in marriage, but each one
died on the night he first approached her. Yet here you are,
her near kinsman, and so you should take her, and may the
God of mercy grant you success in all things!”
Then Raguel called his daughter Sarah, and he took her
by the hand and gave her as wife to Tobias saying, “Take
her, according to the law of Moses, and lead her away
to your father.”
Raguel then blessed the couple and called for writing
materials on which he prepared the marriage covenant,
and sealed it. After they had eaten together, he directed
his wife to prepare the wedding chamber. As Edna prepared
the room, she cried for her daughter saying, “Courage,
my daughter! May the Lord of heaven and earth give you
joy in place of your sorrow!”
Now the time had come to consummate the marriage.
Sarah was waiting for Tobias in the bed, but Tobias had
remembered the words of Raphael. Taking the fish heart
and liver, he mixed them with the burning incense so
that they gave off smoke. When the demon smelled the
smoke, he fled at once beyond the wilderness of Egypt,
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where Raphael bound him. Tobias said to Sarah, “Arise,
sister, let us pray that the Lord will show us mercy.”
Then he prayed, “Blessed are you, O God of our fathers,
and blessed is your holy and glorious name forever! May
the heavens and all your creatures bless you. You made
Adam and gave his wife Eve to him to help and support
him. From these two arose the offspring of the human
race. For you said, ‘It is not good that man should be alone;
let us make a helper suited to him’ (Gen 2:18).”
“Now, O Lord, I take this sister to myself in righteousness
and not for lust’s sake. Grant us your mercy, therefore,
that we may grow old together!”
“Amen,” replied Sarah, and the two spent the night together.
Meanwhile, Raguel stayed up late to dig a grave in case
Tobias died in the night. Before daybreak, he told his wife
Edna, “Send in one of your maids to see if the young
man is alive. If not, there’s still time to bury him so no
one will know.”
Now the maid went in found both of them sleeping,
so she reported that Tobias was alive! Raguel praised God
saying, “You are worthy, O God, for all pure and holy
praise is due you. May your holy ones and all your creatures
praise you. May your angels and all the elect of God
praise you forever. I rejoice because what I dreaded has
not come to pass, but you have dealt with us according
to your great mercy. All praise be to you, for you have
shown mercy to these two only children of their fathers.
Grant them your continuing mercy, Master, that they may
live out their lives with grace with joy.”
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Then Raguel directed his servants to fill in the grave, and
the wedding feast continued for another fourteen days.
The Journey Home
Now, Raguel had taken an oath that the newlyweds should
not leave home before the fourteen days of the feast were
completed. Then, the couple would be sent on their way
to the home of Tobias, taking half of all Raguel’s goods
with them and receiving the other half after he and Edna
had died. Since Tobias could not leave before the wedding
feast was completed, he directed Raphael to take a servant
and two camels, and to leave for Rages in Media to retrieve
the money from Gabiel, and to invite him to the wedding
feast. Tobias reminded Raphael, “My father is counting
the days since we left on our journey. If we delay, he will
be greatly concerned for me.”
So Raphael traveled quickly to Rages. There he presented
Gabiel with the receipt Tobit had given them, and Gabiel
brought out the money. The two of them left for Ecbatana
the following morning, and arrived at the wedding feast
where Tobias introduced his wife to Gabiel.
Meanwhile, Tobit had been counting the days since his
son had departed. When they did not arrive back by the
expected time he said, “What has delayed them? Has
Gabiel died and was there was no one left to redeem my
receipt?” Then his wife Anna said, “My son has been
gone too long! He must be dead! I have nothing left to
live for, since the light of my eyes is gone.”
“Calm down,” said Tobit, “he is safe so do not be anxious.”
“Do not deceive me,” she replied, “surely my son is dead!”
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Anna stopped eating. She spent her days watching for her
son on the road, and every night she cried herself to sleep.
At last, the fourteen days of the wedding feast were
completed. Then Tobias said to Raguel, “Let me go, for
my father and mother may soon give up looking for me.”
“Stay a little longer,” said Raguel, “I will send a message
to your father explaining everything.”
“No,” Tobias objected, “let me go to my father.”
So, Raguel arose and gave him Sarah, his wife, as well as
half of his servants, his goods, his cattle, and his money.
And Raguel sent them on their way with this blessing:
“May the God of heaven grant you a prosperous journey,
my children.”
Raguel kissed his daughter and said to her, “Honor your
father- and mother-in-law who now are your parents, so
that I may hear a good report about you.”
Edna blessed Tobias saying, “May the Lord of heaven
restore you to your home, beloved brother. And may I see
the children born to you and my daughter Sarah before
I die, that I may truly rejoice before the Lord. See now, I
entrust my daughter to you, so do nothing to grieve her.”
Tobias blessed Raguel and Edna and praised God for his
successful venture. Then they departed on their journey
home to Nineveh.
Now while they were on the way, Raphael said to Tobias,
“You know the condition your father was in when we left
him. Let us go ahead of your wife and the servants and

Chapter 5: Suffering and Spirituality – Tobit and Sarah

prepare the household for their arrival. Be ready with the
fish gall to anoint your father’s eyes.”
Now Anna sat by the road waiting for any sign of her
son. When she saw him approaching, she said to Tobit,
“See, your son is coming along with the guide who
went with him!”
Then Raphael said to Tobias, “I know that your father’s
eyes will be opened. Therefore, anoint his eyes as soon as
we arrive. As he wipes the fish gall from his eyes, the
cloudiness will fade and he will see you!”
Anna ran ahead and embraced Tobias, and they both
wept. “Now that I know you are well, my son, I am
content to die!”
Tobit then stumbled out of the door of his home. Tobias
ran to catch his father, and anointed his eyes with the fish
gall, saying, “Take courage my father!”
Tobit’s eyes stung from the fish gall, so he rubbed them.
As the cloudiness left his eyes, he could now see his son
clearly and embraced him, weeping. Tobit then cried
out, “Blessed are you, O God, and blessed is your name
forever, together with all your holy angels. For you
punished me but now have taken pity on me, and behold,
I can see my son with my own eyes!”
After Tobias explained the reason for his delay, Tobit ran
to meet his new daughter-in-law at the gate of Nineveh.
All who saw Tobit marveled that his eyesight was restored.
When Tobit met Sarah, he blessed her saying, “Welcome,
daughter, and may God be praised who has brought you
to us, and may your mother and father be blessed as well.”
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That day there was great rejoicing among the Jews of
Nineveh. Ahikar and his nephew Nadab also arrived to
celebrate the wedding of Tobias and Sarah. The celebration
continued with gladness for seven days.
Now, Tobit spoke to his son Tobias saying, “My son, see
to it that your guide is well paid, and then some.”
“Father,” replied Tobias, “I would gladly give him half
of everything which has come to me. For he retrieved the
money, restored my wife and healed you. And he has
brought me safely home again!” The elder Tobit agreed
that half of everything was due to the guide, so he called
to him and said, “Take for your portion, half of all you
have brought to us, and be blessed.”
Then Raphael spoke privately to Tobit and Tobias saying,
“Bless God and give him praise. Magnify him for all the
things he has done for you in the sight of everyone. For it
is good to exalt his name and right to declare his works.
So, let no one hesitate to praise him.
“Now, while it is good to keep a king’s secrets, it is better
to reveal the works of God: do good, therefore, and no
harm shall come upon you. Prayer with fasting is good,
as is almsgiving with righteousness. A little righteousness
is better than much unrighteousness. It is better to give
alms than to save up gold. For giving purges your sin and
delivers you from death. Those who give generously and
act justly shall be filled with life. But sinners are their
own worst enemy.
“I shall keep nothing from you,” said Raphael, “for as
I said, it is good to reveal the works of God. When you
were praying, so also was your daughter-in-law, Sarah.
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And I am Raphael, one of the seven holy angels who go
in and out before the glory of the Holy One, presenting
the prayers of the saints.”
Then Tobit and his son fell on their faces before the
angel. “Fear not,” replied Raphael, “only praise God, for
all shall go well for you. It was not on my account but by
God’s design that I came to you. I neither ate nor drank
when I was with you, although it appeared so because of
a vision. Now I must return to him who sent me but you
are to write in a book everything that has happened.”
When they arose, Tobit and Tobias saw the angel no more
but confessed the great and wonderful works of God and
testified that his angel had appeared to them.10
Now when Tobit had grown very old and was about to
die, he called his son Tobias and the seven sons of Tobias
and commanded them, “My son, take your children and
go to Media. For I believe that which was spoken by the
prophet Nahum: that Nineveh shall be overthrown and
peace shall be found in Media. Our people will be scattered
over the earth and Jerusalem will be desolate. The temple
of God will be burned down and will lie in ruins. But God
will again have mercy on our people and will bring them
back into their land to rebuild the temple, though it will
not be glorious like the former one, not until the end of
the age. After that, they will return from their captivity and
rebuild Jerusalem in splendor. The house of God will be
rebuilt gloriously for all generations, just as the prophets
said. Then even the Gentiles will fear the Lord God in
truth, and will bury their idols. Yes, the Gentiles will praise
10 Tobit’s hymn (Tob 13:1–17) is omitted and the concluding chapter is
abridged.
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Chapter 5: Suffering and Spirituality – Tobit and Sarah

the Lord, and his people will give thanks to God, and the
Lord will exalt his people. And all who love the Lord God
in truth and righteousness will rejoice, showing mercy to
our brethren.”
Then the family moved to Rages to live in the home of
Raguel and Edna. Tobias and Sarah grew old together and
buried their parents with honor. Just before Tobias died,
he heard that Nineveh, the city of Naphtali’s captivity, had
been captured and destroyed by King Nebuchadnezzar.
Tobias therefore rejoiced over Nineveh!
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Discussion Questions
According to Tobit, why has his nation been
exiled? To what extent do you think God
passes judgment corporately today?
Both Tobit and the angel Raphael offer
teachings reminiscent of Proverbs. Would
you describe these teachings as biblical?
As Christian? Why or why not?
Imagine if Tobit was your uncle. How would
you feel about his lifestyle and beliefs compared
to your own? Would you and your family be
proud of your uncle, or embarrassed?
In burying the dead, Tobit regularly performed
an undesirable service for others, even though
it left him ritually unclean. What tasks or acts
of service do you find inconvenient, yet do
anyways for others? What tasks like this are
done for you?
What characteristics of the prayers of Tobit,
Sarah, and Tobias stand out to you? How
might the practice of prayer in the book of
Tobit shape your own prayer life?

Chapter 6

The Spirit of the Martyrs –
2 Maccabees
Background
Why is there a 2 Maccabees and why is it included here?
While the author of 2 Maccabees addresses the same subject
as 1 Maccabees—the corruption of the Jerusalem temple
and the subsequent Maccabean Revolt—he writes from a
very different perspective and for a different audience.
So, while 1 Maccabees was originally written in Hebrew
for the Jews of Jerusalem and Judea, 2 Maccabees was
composed in Greek for the Jews in the Diaspora.1 Even
casual readers cannot fail to notice the prominence of
dramatic narrative in 2 Maccabees! There are descriptions
of angels and visions in the heavens, teachings about a
resurrection and afterlife, an atoning sacrifice and prayer
on behalf of the dead, and a frank admission of the Jews’
own culpability in the many disasters that befall them.
1 Jews in the Diaspora – Jewish communities outside of Judea.
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Overall, 2 Maccabees focuses on the Jerusalem temple,
compared to 1 Maccabees’ focus on the Hasmonean dynasty.
The selection offered here describes the corruption of the
Jerusalem high priesthood as a result of Hellenization,2
and also the martyrdom of Jews who remained “zealous
for the law” in the face of severe persecution.
Text
This is the story of Judas Maccabeus and his brothers,
who accomplished the purification of the great temple and
the rededication of the altar. They waged war against
Antiochus Epiphanes and his son Eupator. Striving zealously
on behalf of Judaism, they were guided by visions from
heaven. Though few in number, they secured the nation
and forced the barbarians into retreat. They recovered the
temple famous throughout the world, freed the city and
restored its laws which were about to be abolished—all
this happened because of the Lord’s goodness and mercy.
Formerly, this history was compiled by Jason of Cyrene
in five volumes. In light of its massive size and difficulty,
however, we shall condense it to a single book. Here,
our aim is to profit all readers and to make it easy for
those who want to memorize the story. For us who have
undertaken the toil of abbreviating, it is no light matter
but calls for sweat and loss of sleep, just as it is not easy
for one who prepares a banquet and seeks the benefit
of others. However, to secure the gratitude of the many
we gladly endure the toil, leaving the responsibility for
exact details to the compiler, while devoting our effort to
arriving at the outlines of this digest. Just as the master
builder of a new house must be concerned with the
2 Hellenization – the transformation of Judea by Greek culture.
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whole construction, while the one who undertakes its
painting and decoration has to consider only what is
suitable for its adornment, such in my judgment is the
case with us. It is the duty of the original historian to
occupy the ground and to discuss matters from every side
and to take trouble with details, but the one who recasts
the narrative should be allowed to strive for brevity of
expression and to forego exhaustive treatment. Let us
begin our narrative, therefore, before the preface outgrows
the history itself (2 Macc 2:19–32)!
2 Maccabees 3
Now, the holy city dwelt in constant peace and the laws
were carefully followed because of the dedication of the
high priest Onias and his hatred of wickedness. The kings
themselves honored Jerusalem and glorified the temple
with the finest presents. Even King Seleucus of Asia covered
all the expenses of the temple sacrifices from his own
treasury. Yet, a man named Simon, of the tribe of Benjamin,
who had been appointed captain of the temple, became
dissatisfied with Onias’ administration of the city market.
When he failed to have his way, Simon reported to the
governor that the treasury in Jerusalem was so rich no one
could count it all.3 He added that its vast wealth was not
even dedicated to temple service! Therefore, he proposed,
it rightly belonged under the control of the king. The king
then chose Heliodorus, who was in charge of his affairs,
and sent him to take control of the treasury. Heliodorus
traveled to Jerusalem on the pretense of touring the entire
region, but in fact to accomplish the king’s purpose.
When he arrived, he was kindly welcomed by the high
3 This governor, the text tells us, was Apollonius of Tarsus, who ruled over
Coelesyria and Phoenicia.
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priest, Onias, who was surprised when informed about the
king’s plan to take control of the treasury. Onias explained
that the so-called “wealth” of the temple was merely
deposits belonging to widows and orphans, from donations
of Hyrcanus, son of Tobias, a prominent man, which
totaled, at most, a few hundred talents of silver and two
hundred of gold. (The impious Simon had, to this great
extent, misrepresented the facts.)
Onias implored Heliodorus to consider the harm that
would be done to all those who relied on the sanctity and
safety of the temple, honored throughout the whole
world. Heliodorus inspected the treasury and yet was
not deterred. Before leaving, he set a day on which
he would return to confiscate the funds. This caused
Jerusalem no little distress. The priests prostrated
themselves before the altar in their priestly garments
and called upon the One who had commanded the
setting aside of donations for the needy. Onias himself
was wounded at heart: while his ashen face revealed
the anguish of his soul, bodily trembling overcame him.
The people of Jerusalem hurried from their homes to
make supplication since the holy place was about to be
corrupted. Women, girded with sackcloth beneath their
breasts, thronged the streets. Young maidens, who are
required to stay at home, gathered at gates, peered over
walls and through windows at the throngs. Holding up
their hands to heaven, they all made entreaty. There was
something pitiable in the prostration of the whole
populace and the anxiety of the high priest in his great
anguish. While they called on the Almighty Lord that
he would keep what had been entrusted safe and secure
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for those who had entrusted it, Heliodorus went ahead
with the plan.
The very moment he arrived at the treasury, however,
the Master of all spirits and authority displayed his mighty
power to Heliodorus and his troops. For there appeared
a magnificently bejeweled horse and a rider with a terrifying
face. They rushed at Heliodorus, striking him down
with the horse’s front hoofs, while the troops looked on
helplessly at the horse and rider who appeared to them
arrayed in gold armor and carrying a golden sword. On
either side of the terrifying horse and rider appeared
two strong, young men clothed in radiant splendor, who
struck Heliodorus repeatedly with many blows until
darkness covered him.
As quickly as the vision had appeared, it was gone. Then
Heliodorus’ men picked him up and carried him out on
a stretcher. Thus, he who presumed to violate the temple
treasury with his army now lay helpless, and his men
had witnessed the sovereign power of God for themselves.
With Heliodorus now unresponsive and beyond hope
of recovery, the people flooded into the temple once more,
filled with joy and gladness now that the Almighty Lord
had appeared. Heliodorus’ friends implored Onias the
priest to call upon the Most High to restore life to their
commander who was about to breathe his last. Fearing
that the king might accuse the Jews of having killed
Heliodorus, the high priest offered a sacrifice for his
recovery. As Onias was making the offering of atonement,
the two glorious youth appeared again, and spoke to
Heliodorus saying, “Be very grateful to the high priest,
since for his sake the Lord has granted you your life.
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And see that you, who have been punished by heaven,
tell all men of the majestic power of God.” After they said
this, they vanished.
Heliodorus, now recovered, offered his own sacrifice
to the Lord, and made great vows to the Savior of his life.
Saying goodbye to Onias, he and his troops returned to
the king, testifying to all men about the supreme God and
his mighty deeds they had seen with their own eyes.
Then the king inquired of Heliodorus about what sort
of person might be suitable to send on another mission
to Jerusalem. Heliodorus replied, “Send any one of your
enemies, or anyone who has betrayed your rule, and he
will return completely scourged, assuming he escapes at
all: for he who dwells in heaven watches over that place
himself, and he will strike down and destroy any who
come to harm it!” This, then, was the outcome of the
episode of Heliodorus and the protection of the treasury.
2 Maccabees 4
When Simon, who had planned the scheme in the first
place, heard all this, he falsely charged Onias with having
stirred up Heliodorus, and causing the misfortune. Thus,
he dared to charge the one who was the benefactor of the
city, the guardian of his fellow countrymen, and a zealot
for the laws, by suggesting he was plotting against the
government. Simon’s hatred grew to such an extent that
he hired agents who were prepared to commit murder
for him. Perceiving the seriousness of the situation, and
that the governor was supportive of Simon’s efforts,
Onias met with the king, not to accuse his fellow citizens
but for the sake of the welfare of all the people. For he
saw that without the king’s attention, public affairs could
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not again reach a peaceful settlement, and that Simon
would not stop his folly.
However, when King Seleucus died and Antiochus
Epiphanes began to rule, then Jason, the brother of Onias,
took over the high priesthood by promising Antiochus
a payment of 360 talents of silver and, from another source
of revenue, eighty talents. Moreover, he promised to give
an additional 150 talents if granted permission by his
authority to build a Greek gymnasium and recruit the
youth for it, and to enroll the men of Jerusalem as
citizens of Antioch.4
When the king agreed, Jason took over the high priest’s
duties, and began his program of converting the Jews to
the Greek way of life. He suspended their privileges and
introduced many new customs contrary to the law. He
built the gymnasium next to the Akra, and compelled
popular young Jews to wear the Greek hat.5
Thus, by the great wickedness of Jason, who was
ungodly and no high priest, the city underwent complete
Hellenization. Now living according to the foreign
customs, the priests no longer served at the temple altar,
offering its sacrifices, but enthusiastically joined in the
events of Greek prestige, including wrestling and discus
throwing. For this reason, disaster overtook them, for
it is no light thing to show irreverence to the divine
laws—a fact which later events will make clear.
4 Antioch – the capital city of Syria, where Antiochus had his throne. Being
designated a “citizen of Antioch” would bring the Jews of Jerusalem social
privilege and fully identify them with the Greek way of life, an obvious rejection
of their heritage.
5 Greek hat – like the helmet worn by the Greek god Hermes.
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Now, when the quadrennial games were being held at Tyre
and the king was present, the vile Jason sent envoys, chosen
as being Antiochian citizens from Jerusalem, to carry
three hundred silver drachmas for the sacrifice to Hercules.
Those who carried the silver, however, wanted to avoid
such an inappropriate use of treasury funds. Instead of
bringing it to sacrifice to Hercules, therefore, they delivered
it to the ship builders for the construction of triremes.6
Meanwhile, Governor Apollonius attended the coronation
of King Philometor at Egypt. There he learned that
Philometor had become hostile to Antiochus, and so
he made plans to increase their security. Returning
to Jerusalem, he was given a hero’s welcome by Jason,
and ushered into the city with a blaze of torches and
with shouts. After this, he led the army to Phoenicia.
Three years later, Jason sent Simon’s brother, Menelaus,
to Antioch with money for King Antiochus, to complete
his promised pledge. Menelaus, however, carried
additional silver with him to bribe the king. Flattering
Antiochus, Menelaus won the high priesthood for
himself by outbidding Jason by three hundred talents
of silver. He possessed no qualification for the high
priesthood, but had the temper of a tyrant and the rage
of a wild beast. So then, this Jason, who betrayed his
own brother in order to win the high priesthood, was
now betrayed by another and driven into the land of
Ammon as a fugitive.
For his part, Menelaus never paid the balance of talents
promised to the king. Soon, therefore, he was summoned
by King Antiochus, along with the captain of the Akra,
6 Triremes – warships powered by oars.
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Sostratus, whose responsibility was the collection of
revenue. When, however, the people of Tarsus and
of Mallus revolted because their cities had been presented
to the king’s concubine as a gift, Antiochus had to
leave Antioch to settle the trouble, and he left Andronicus,
a high ranking official, in charge. Menelaus, seeing his
opportunity, hired a man to steal gold vessels from the
temple, selling some of them in Tyre and other nearby
cities, and paying off Andronicus with the rest.
When these things became known to Onias, he publicly
exposed them, after withdrawing to a place of sanctuary
at Daphne near Antioch. Menelaus urged Andronicus to
kill Onias. So, Andronicus, resorting to treachery, offered
Onias a sworn pledge not to harm him if he would leave
the sanctuary. When Onias came forward, Andronicus
immediately took him captive and, with no regard for
justice, did away with him.
Now, many grieved at the unjust murder of Onias, and
not Jews only, so that when King Antiochus returned from
Cilicia, the Jews cried out to him on account of the
unreasonable murder. Many Greeks also expressed their
hatred of the crime. Antiochus himself was grieved
at heart and filled with pity. Indeed, he wept when he
remembered the moderation and good conduct of Onias.
Inflamed with anger, he stripped the purple robe from
Andronicus, tore off his garments, and had him led in
humiliation before the whole city to the very place
where he had committed the outrage against Onias, and
there had him put to death. The Lord thus repaid him
with the punishment he deserved.
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Now, many other acts of theft and sacrilege had been
committed in the city by Lysimachus, in partnership with
Menelaus. When the report of these things was made
known, an angry mob pursued Lysimachus who, to protect
himself, armed three thousand men and appointed
a foolish old man, Auranus, to command it. When the
angry Jews confronted this force, they attacked with
sticks, stones, handfuls of the ash, and anything else that
came to hand, throwing them into wild confusion. As
a result, many of Lysimachus’ men were wounded, some
were killed, and all were dispersed. The man whom
Menelaus had hired to rob the temple was taken captive
and put to death close by the treasury.
Charges were brought against Menelaus because of the
incident. Yet he was able to bribe some of the king’s men,
who convinced King Antiochus to drop the charges
against him.7 Due to the corruption of those in power,
Menelaus remained in office, growing in wickedness,
having become the chief plotter against his fellow citizens.
2 Maccabees 5
At this time, King Antiochus and his army invaded
Egypt for the second time. As they besieged the city, there
appeared to them gold clad horsemen charging through
the air, in companies fully armed with lances and drawn
swords—troops of horsemen drawn up, attacks and
counterattacks made on this side and on that, brandishing
of shields, massing of spears, hurling of missiles, the
flash of golden trappings, and armor of all sorts. All men
prayed that the vision might prove a good omen.

7 2 Macc 4:44–49 is omitted.
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When a false rumor arose that King Antiochus was dead,
Jason took no fewer than a thousand men and attacked
Jerusalem. When the troops upon the wall had been forced
back and at last the city was being taken, Menelaus took
refuge in the Akra. But Jason kept relentlessly slaughtering
his fellow citizens, not realizing that success at the cost
of one’s kindred is the greatest misfortune, but imagining
that he was setting up trophies of victory over enemies
and not over fellow countrymen. He did not gain control
of the government, however, and in the end was disgraced
for his conspiracy, and fled again into the country of the
Ammonites. Finally, he met a miserable end. Accused
before Aretas the ruler of the Arabs, fleeing from city to
city, pursued by all men, hated as a rebel against the laws,
and abhorred as the executioner of his country and his
fellow citizens, he was cast ashore in Egypt; and he who
had driven many from their own country into exile died
in exile, having embarked to go to the Lacedaemonians in
hope of finding protection because of their kinship. He
who had cast out many to lie unburied had no one to
mourn for him; he had no funeral of any sort and no
place in the tomb of his fathers.
When news of what had happened reached the king, he
took it to mean that Judea was in revolt. Raging inwardly,
he left Egypt and returned to Jerusalem where he took
the city by storm, commanding his troops to cut down
relentlessly every one they met and to slay those who
retreated to their homes. They killed young and old, boys,
women, and children, virgins and infants. In three days,
eighty thousand were destroyed, forty thousand in handto-hand fighting, and many others were sold into slavery.
Not content with this, Antiochus dared to enter the most
holy temple in all the world, guided by Menelaus, who
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had become a traitor both to the laws and to his country.
He took the holy vessels with his impure hands, and swept
away the votive offerings which other kings had donated
in order to enhance the glory and honor of the place.
Antiochus was puffed up in spirit, not perceiving that the
Lord was angered for a little while because of the sins of
those who dwelt in the city, and that therefore he was
disregarding the holy place. If not for the many sins of
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, Antiochus himself would
have been scourged and put down like Heliodorus when
he attempted to rob the treasury. Yet, the Lord had not
chosen the nation for the sake of the holy place, but the
holy place for the sake of the nation.8 So, Jerusalem
shared in the misfortunes that befell the nation, and later
participated in its benefits. For all that was forsaken at
the wrath of the Almighty was later restored in all its glory
once reconciled to the great Lord.
Now, however, Antiochus carried away eighteen hundred
talents from the temple to Antioch, believing in his
arrogance that he could sail on the land and walk on the
sea. In Jerusalem he left behind rulers who would afflict
the people: Philip, Phrygian by birth, whose character was
more barbarous than the man who appointed him. At
Mount Gerizim he left Andronicus and Menelaus in charge,
who lorded it over their fellow citizens worse than all
others. Later, Antiochus dispatched an army of twenty-two
thousand to Judea, to slay all the adult males and to sell
the women and boys as slaves. When their commander,
Apollonius of the Mysians, came to Jerusalem, he pretended
to come on peaceful terms. It being the sabbath day,
8 Compare Mark 2:27.
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however, and finding the Jews at rest, he directed his
troops to parade about the city while displaying their
weapons. Anyone who came out to see the display was
killed, and the troops invaded the city, killing many.
On that day, Judas Maccabeus, together with a few others,
escaped to the wilderness to live in the mountains as wild
animals do, eating whatever grew wild that they might
avoid defilement.9
The Martyrdom of Eleazar (2 Maccabees 6:18–31)
The persecution in Jerusalem grew steadily worse.
Every Jew had to show loyalty to the king by forsaking
the prohibition against eating anything unclean, such
as pork. Eleazar the elder, a scribe who was highly esteemed
in the holy city, was dragged into the public square by
the king’s agents, and force-fed the unclean food, which
he immediately spewed from his mouth. His friends
had even gotten permission for him to substitute his own
kosher meat: he could save his life by pretending to
comply with the king’s order, but he had refused.
“Such a pretense would be unworthy of us,” he replied,
“for what if the young people see me trading my faith for
a foreign religion? Even if I do not die at the hands of
these mortals, shall I escape the All Powerful One? No
indeed! So, let them carry me off to Hades.”10
Then the king’s agents strapped Eleazar to a torture rack
and began to beat him with rods. Just before he died, he
9 Compare this description of the beginning of the Maccabean Revolt to the
first chapter of 1 Maccabees.
10 Hades – the Greek translation for Hebrew Sheol, the underworld where the
dead await final judgment.
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cried out, “The Lord knows I could have escaped the
torture of my flesh but I would rather endure suffering
on his account. My body suffers but my soul delights
for fear of the Lord!”
Eleazar thus died, leaving an example of nobility and
courage in death, not for the young only but for the
entire nation.
The Woman and Her Seven Sons (2 Maccabees 7)
The king himself soon arrived to make sure his sacrifices
were being observed. At that time, seven brothers and
their mother were threatened with torture if they refused
to eat the pig flesh.
“You are wasting your time,” a friend of the family
told the agents, “for they are ready to die rather than
to disobey the laws of our ancestors!”
The king commanded his agents to strike the man down,
and they proceeded to torture him as an example to the
others: his tongue was cut out, he was scalped, and his
hands and feet were cut off. His maimed body was then
thrown into a fire-heated caldron where he writhed in
pain before dying, as the mother and sons prepared
themselves to die with honor.
“The Lord God sees what these evil men are doing but he
deals compassionately with his servants,” she told them.
“Just as Moses taught the people,” they agreed, “God
is good!”
Now the oldest son stepped forward to take his
punishment. Sticking out his tongue and presenting
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both his hands, he said, “I got these from heaven but they
are nothing compared to God’s law. And God will return
them to me after you take them!”
The king was astonished at the young man’s spirit, seeing
he looked upon suffering as nothing at all. After the
young man was tortured and killed, the next younger
brother willingly stepped forward. “Would you rather
have your body destroyed or eat the sacrifice?” the
torturers demanded.
“I will not eat,” he answered, “for you may snuff out this
present life, but the King of the universe will raise us to
everlasting life, since we have died for his laws.” Then
they tortured him in the same way as his older brother
and he died.
The third brother surrendered to the torture, and when
he was near death, he cried out, “I cherish the hope God
gives of being raised again, but for you there will be no
resurrection to life!”
As the fourth son came forward, he said to the king, “Do
not think that God has forsaken our people just because
you have authority among mortals and do whatever you
please. His sovereign power will torture you and your
descendants forever!”
Likewise the fifth and sixth sons addressed the king
before they died, “We suffer on account of our sin, so
do not be deceived: you too will receive punishment
for opposing our God!”
Antiochus, feeling judged on account of these testimonies,
appealed to the youngest son, offering him wealth and an
easy life if he would only turn from the ways of his
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ancestors. When even he refused, Antiochus appealed to
the mother that she should convince her son to commit
apostasy. She agreed to speak to him, but pulling him
close, she spoke in Hebrew, saying, “Son, have pity on
me. I carried you in my womb for nine months, nursed
you for three years, and have brought you up to this
point in your life. Look at the heaven and the earth,
child. See all that is in them and recognize that God
made everything, including the human race, from
nothing.11 Do not fear the executioner but show yourself
worthy of your brothers by embracing your death so
that, in God’s mercy, I may see you again along with
your brothers.”
The boy then addressed his captors, “After enduring
the cup of suffering briefly, my brothers now enjoy the
everlasting drink of life just as God promised. My body
and soul I now surrender by obeying the law passed down
to us from Moses. May God’s wrath fall on you, and may
the punishment poured out on our people come to an end
with me and my bothers!”
The king was so enraged with the youngest son’s reply
that he had him tortured more severely than his brothers.
Finally, their mother, having witnessed the torture and
destruction of her seven sons, met death with courage
since her hope was in the Lord alone.12

11 The Greek original says, “he made everything but not from existing things.” In
the Vulgate, Jerome translated the phrase as ex nihilo, “out of nothing.”
12 2 Macc 7:42 is omitted.
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Forgiveness for Sinful Soldiers (2 Maccabees 12:39–45)
Judas mounted an attack on General Gorgias whose army
was again approaching Israel’s southern border. The battle
was fierce and Israel lost several men at the outset. Then
one of Judas’ best soldiers spotted Gorgias himself on
horseback, fighting with his sword. He rode up behind
him and when the general’s horse reared up on its hind
legs, the soldier grabbed the general by the collar of his
armor and pulled him from his horse. Then he dragged
him across the battlefield toward Judas, but the general’s
armor bearer rode after them and cut off the soldier’s
arm, freeing his commander who fled from the battle.
Now, Judas noticed that his men were battle weary, so
he called to the Lord as his ally to take the lead. Then he
raised a battle cry in the Hebrew language, began singing
a hymn with all his might and once more led the charge
against the enemy, forcing their retreat.
The day after the battle, Judas led his men in retrieving the
bodies of their fallen comrades before purifying themselves
as was their custom. To his surprise, the fallen soldiers
were found wearing pagan amulets around their necks.
The practice was forbidden by the law of Moses, but
these men believed the amulets protected them from
death. Now everyone knew what had caused these men
to fall, and they praised God, the Righteous Judge, for
revealing the result of their idolatry. They even begged
God to cover over the sin which the soldiers had
committed.13
13 The passage which follows is cited by the Roman Catholic Church in support
of the doctrine of purgatory, that God’s forgiveness can be obtained for sinners,
even after their death, by means of sacrificial prayer offered by the faithful on
behalf of the dead.
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Noble Judas exhorted his people to keep themselves from
such sin, since they had witnessed its consequences with
their own eyes. Then, mindful as he was of the coming
resurrection, he collected an offering from them on behalf
of their fallen brethren which totaled more than two
thousand drachma in silver, and he sent it off to Jerusalem
as a sin offering. He knew that the fallen will be raised,
otherwise his efforts on behalf of the dead were in vain.14
He remembered the reward that awaits those who lived
blamelessly in this life. Therefore, he made atonement for
the dead so their sin might be forgiven.

14 Compare 1 Cor 15:14.
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Discussion Questions
Compare and contrast the transformation of
Jewish culture by Hellenization to the impact
of politics, globalization, and secularization on
the church today.
What differences did you find between 1
Maccabees and 2 Maccabees?
In 2 Maccabees 12:39–45, we read about the
physical consequences of some soldiers’
idolatry. What are the consequences of our
idolatry today? What (or who) do we tend to
idolize?
What differences exist between the experience
of Jewish martyrs as described in 1–2
Maccabees and the experience of Christian
martyrs as described in the New Testament
and early church history?
How can habits of personal spiritual discipline
and corporate Christian community help us
identify and avoid the negative impact of
secular culture?

Chapter 7

Spiritual Discernment – Daniel
Background
If you know the story of the three Hebrew children
thrown into the fiery furnace, perhaps you have wondered
what they experienced as they walked in the midst of the
fire. The apocryphal additions to Daniel offer an answer to
this question, and convey other legends of Daniel’s Godgiven gift of discernment.
The biblical book of Daniel, originally written in Hebrew
and Aramaic, was translated into Greek around 100 BC, and
included in the Septuagint along with several additions:
“Susanna” was placed before Daniel, and tells of a godly
Jewish woman who is sexually harassed by corrupt
Jewish elders; “Bel and the Dragon” was placed just after
Daniel, and tells of the exposure of false gods in two
episodes; “The Prayer of Azariah” and the “Song of the
Three Jews” are inserted between Daniel 3:23 and 3:24,
and expand on the experience of the three Hebrew
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children in the fiery furnace. Daniel is the common factor
in all these, as the friend of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, and the young man by whose wisdom and
discernment Susanna is vindicated and the false gods
are exposed.
Text
Susanna (Daniel 13:1–12; 13:13–64, NABRE)
There once lived in Babylon a man named Joakim. He
married Susanna, daughter of Hilkiah, a very beautiful
and devout woman. Her parents, religious people, had
raised their daughter according to the law of Moses.
Joakim was very rich and his house had a fine garden
adjoining it, which was a regular meeting place for
the Jews, because he was a man of greatest distinction
among them.
Now two elders of the community were appointed that
year as judges. It was of them that the Lord had said,
“Wickedness came forth from Babylon from elders who
were judges and were supposed to govern my people.”
These men were constantly at Joakim’s house, and everyone
who had a case to be tried came to them there. When the
people went away at noon, Susanna used to go and walk
in her husband’s garden. Every day the two elders saw
her entering the garden and taking her walk, and they were
obsessed with lust for her. They no longer prayed to God,
but let their thoughts stray from him and forgot the claims
of morality. They were both infatuated with her; but they
did not tell each other what pangs they suffered, because
they were ashamed to confess that they wanted to seduce
her. Day after day they watched eagerly to see her.
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One day they said to each other, “Let us be off for home,
it is time for the noon meal.” So, they went their separate
ways. But both turned back and arrived at the same spot.
When they asked each other the reason, they admitted
their lust, and then they agreed to look for an occasion
when they could find her alone. One day, while they were
waiting for the right moment, she entered as usual with
two maids only, wanting to bathe in the garden, for the
weather was warm. Nobody else was there except the two
elders, who had hidden themselves and were watching
her. “Bring me oil and soap,” she said to the maids, “and
shut the garden gates while I bathe.” They did as she
said; they shut the garden gates and left by the side gate
to fetch what she had ordered, unaware that the elders
were hidden inside.
As soon as the maids had left, the two old men got up
and ran to her. “Look,” they said, “the garden doors are
shut, no one can see us, and we want you. So, give in to
our desire and lie with us. If you refuse, we will testify
against you that a young man was here with you and that
is why you sent your maids away.”
“I am completely trapped,” Susanna groaned. “If I yield,
it will be my death; if I refuse, I cannot escape your power.
Yet it is better for me not to do it and to fall into your
power than to sin before the Lord.” Then Susanna screamed,
and the two old men also shouted at her, as one of them
ran to open the garden gates. When the people in the house
heard the cries from the garden, they rushed in by the side
gate to see what had happened to her. At the accusations
of the old men, the servants felt very much ashamed, for
never had any such thing been said about Susanna.
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When the people came to her husband Joakim the next
day, the two wicked old men also came, full of lawless
intent to put Susanna to death. Before the people they
ordered: “Send for Susanna, the daughter of Hilkiah, the
wife of Joakim.” When she was sent for, she came with
her parents, children and all her relatives. Susanna, very
delicate and beautiful, was veiled; but those transgressors
of the law ordered that she be exposed so as to sate
themselves with her beauty. All her companions and the
onlookers were weeping.
In the midst of the people the two old men rose up and
laid their hands on her head. As she wept she looked up
to heaven, for she trusted in the Lord wholeheartedly.
The old men said, “As we were walking in the garden alone,
this woman entered with two servant girls, shut the
garden gates and sent the servant girls away. A young
man, who was hidden there, came and lay with her.
When we, in a corner of the garden, saw this lawlessness,
we ran toward them. We saw them lying together, but
the man we could not hold, because he was stronger than
we; he opened the gates and ran off. Then we seized this
one and asked who the young man was, but she refused
to tell us. We testify to this.” The assembly believed
them, since they were elders and judges of the people,
and they condemned her to death.
But Susanna cried aloud: “Eternal God, you know what
is hidden and are aware of all things before they come to
be: you know that they have testified falsely against me.
Here I am about to die, though I have done none of the
things for which these men have condemned me.”
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The Lord heard her prayer. As she was being led to
execution, God stirred up the holy spirit of a young boy
named Daniel, and he cried aloud: “I am innocent of
this woman’s blood.” All the people turned and asked
him, “What are you saying?” He stood in their midst
and said, “Are you such fools, you Israelites, to condemn
a daughter of Israel without investigation and without
clear evidence? Return to court, for they have testified
falsely against her.”
Then all the people returned in haste. To Daniel the
elders said, “Come, sit with us and inform us, since God
has given you the prestige of old age.” But he replied,
“Separate these two far from one another, and I will
examine them.”
After they were separated from each other, he called one
of them and said: “How you have grown evil with age!
Now have your past sins come to term: passing unjust
sentences, condemning the innocent, and freeing the
guilty, although the Lord says, ‘The innocent and the just
you shall not put to death’ (Exod 23:7). Now, then, if
you were a witness, tell me under what tree you saw
them together.” “Under a mastic tree,” he answered.
“Your fine lie has cost you your head,” said Daniel; “for
the angel of God has already received the sentence from
God and shall split you in two.” Putting him to one side,
he ordered the other one to be brought. “Offspring of
Canaan, not of Judah,” Daniel said to him, “beauty has
seduced you, lust has perverted your heart. This is how
you acted with the daughters of Israel, and in their fear
they yielded to you; but a daughter of Judah did not
tolerate your lawlessness. Now, then, tell me under what
tree you surprised them together.” “Under an oak,” he
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said. “Your fine lie has cost you also your head,” said
Daniel; “for the angel of God waits with a sword to cut
you in two so as to destroy you both.”
The whole assembly cried aloud, blessing God who saves
those who hope in him. They rose up against the two old
men, for by their own words Daniel had convicted them
of bearing false witness. They condemned them to the fate
they had planned for their neighbor: in accordance with
the law of Moses they put them to death. Thus was
innocent blood spared that day.
Hilkiah and his wife praised God for their daughter
Susanna, with Joakim her husband and all her relatives,
because she was found innocent of any shameful deed.
And from that day onward Daniel was greatly esteemed
by the people.
The Prayer of Azariah (NRSV) 1
They walked around in the midst of the flames, singing
hymns to God and blessing the Lord. 2 Then Azariah2
stood still in the fire and prayed aloud:
1

“Blessed are you, O Lord, God of our ancestors, and
worthy of praise; and glorious is your name forever!
4
For you are just in all you have done;
all your works are true and your ways right,
and all your judgments are true.
3

1 For the context leading up to the Prayer of Azariah and the Song of the
Three Jews, read Dan 3:1–23.
2 Azariah – Abednego’s original, Hebrew name (Dan 1:7).
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You have executed true judgments in all you have
brought upon us and upon Jerusalem, the holy city of
our ancestors; by a true judgment you have brought
all this upon us because of our sins.
6
For we have sinned and broken your law in
turning away from you; in all matters we have
sinned grievously.
7
We have not obeyed your commandments,
we have not kept them or done what you have
commanded us for our own good.
8
So all that you have brought upon us,
and all that you have done to us,
you have done by a true judgment.
9
You have handed us over to our enemies,
lawless and hateful rebels, and to an unjust king,
the most wicked in all the world.
10
And now we cannot open our mouths;
we, your servants who worship you,
have become a shame and a reproach.
11
For your name’s sake do not give us up forever,
and do not annul your covenant.
12
Do not withdraw your mercy from us, for the sake
of Abraham your beloved and for the sake of your
servant Isaac and Israel your holy one,
13
to whom you promised to multiply their
descendants like the stars of heaven and like
the sand on the shore of the sea.
14
For we, O Lord, have become fewer
than any other nation, and are brought low
this day in all the world because of our sins.
15
In our day we have no ruler, or prophet,
or leader, no burnt offering, or sacrifice, or oblation,
5
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or incense, no place to make an offering before you
and to find mercy.
16
Yet with a contrite heart and a humble spirit
may we be accepted,
17
as though it were with burnt offerings of rams
and bulls, or with tens of thousands of fat lambs;
such may our sacrifice be in your sight today,
and may we unreservedly follow you, for no shame
will come to those who trust in you.
18
And now with all our heart we follow you;
we fear you and seek your presence.
19
Do not put us to shame, but deal with us in your
patience and in your abundant mercy.
20
Deliver us in accordance with your marvelous
works, and bring glory to your name, O Lord.
21
Let all who do harm to your servants be put to
shame; let them be disgraced and deprived of all
power, and let their strength be broken.
22
Let them know that you alone are the Lord God,
glorious over the whole world.”
Now the king’s servants who threw them in kept stoking
the furnace with naphtha, pitch, tow, and brushwood.
24
And the flames poured out above the furnace forty-nine
cubits, 25 and spread out and burned those Chaldeans
who were caught near the furnace. 26 But the angel of the
Lord came down into the furnace to be with Azariah
and his companions, and drove the fiery flame out of the
furnace, 27 and made the inside of the furnace as though
a moist wind were whistling through it. The fire did not
touch them at all and caused them no pain or distress.
23
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The Song of the Three Jews (NRSV)
Then the three with one voice praised and glorified and
blessed God in the furnace:

28

“Blessed are you, O Lord, God of our ancestors,
and to be praised and highly exalted forever;
30
And blessed is your glorious, holy name,
and to be highly praised and highly exalted forever.
31
Blessed are you in the temple of your holy glory,
and to be extolled and highly glorified forever.
32
Blessed are you who look into the depths from your
throne on the cherubim,
and to be praised and highly exalted forever.
33
Blessed are you on the throne of your kingdom,
and to be extolled and highly exalted forever.
34
Blessed are you in the firmament of heaven,
and to be sung and glorified forever.
29

“Bless the Lord, all you works of the Lord;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
36
Bless the Lord, you heavens;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
37
Bless the Lord, you angels of the Lord;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
38
Bless the Lord, all you waters above the heavens;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
39
Bless the Lord, all you powers of the Lord;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
40
Bless the Lord, sun and moon;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
41
Bless the Lord, stars of heaven;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
35
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“Bless the Lord, all rain and dew;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
43
Bless the Lord, all you winds;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
44
Bless the Lord, fire and heat;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
45
Bless the Lord, winter cold and summer heat;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
46
Bless the Lord, dews and falling snow;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
47
Bless the Lord, nights and days;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
48
Bless the Lord, light and darkness;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
49
Bless the Lord, ice and cold;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
50
Bless the Lord, frosts and snows;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
51
Bless the Lord, lightnings and clouds;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
42

“Let the earth bless the Lord;
let it sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
53
Bless the Lord, mountains and hills;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
54
Bless the Lord, all that grows in the ground;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
55
Bless the Lord, seas and rivers;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
56
Bless the Lord, you springs;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
52
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Bless the Lord, you whales and all that swim in the
waters; sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
58
Bless the Lord, all birds of the air;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
59
Bless the Lord, all wild animals and cattle;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
57

“Bless the Lord, all people on earth;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
61
Bless the Lord, O Israel;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
62
Bless the Lord, you priests of the Lord;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
63
Bless the Lord, you servants of the Lord;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
64
Bless the Lord, spirits and souls of the righteous;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
65
Bless the Lord, you who are holy and humble in
heart; sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
60

“Bless the Lord, Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael;
sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.
For he has rescued us from Hades and saved us from
the power of death, and delivered us from the midst
of the burning fiery furnace; from the midst of the fire
he has delivered us.
67
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
for his mercy endures forever.
68
All who worship the Lord, bless the God of gods,
sing praise to him and give thanks to him,
for his mercy endures forever.”
66
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Bel and the Dragon (Daniel 14:1–42, NABRE)
After King Astyages was gathered to his ancestors,
Cyrus the Persian succeeded to his kingdom. Daniel was
a companion of the king and was held in higher honor
than any of the Friends of the King. The Babylonians had
an idol called Bel, and every day they provided for it six
bushels of fine flour, forty sheep, and six measures of
wine. The king revered it and went every day to worship
it; but Daniel worshiped only his God. When the king
asked him, “Why do you not worship Bel?” Daniel
replied, “Because I do not revere idols made with hands,
but only the living God who made heaven and earth and
has dominion over all flesh.” Then the king continued,
“You do not think Bel is a living god? Do you not see how
much he eats and drinks every day?” Daniel began to
laugh. “Do not be deceived, O king,” he said; “it is only
clay inside and bronze outside; it has never eaten or
drunk anything.” Enraged, the king called his priests and
said to them, “Unless you tell me who it is that consumes
these provisions, you shall die. But if you can show that
Bel consumes them, Daniel shall die for blaspheming
Bel.” Daniel said to the king, “Let it be as you say!”
There were seventy priests of Bel, besides their wives
and children. When the king went with Daniel into the
temple of Bel, the priests of Bel said, “See, we are going
to leave. You, O king, set out the food and prepare the
wine; then shut the door and seal it with your ring. If you
do not find that Bel has eaten it all when you return in
the morning, we are to die; otherwise, Daniel shall die for
his lies against us.” They were not perturbed, because
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under the table they had made a secret entrance through
which they always came in to consume the food. After
they departed the king set the food before Bel, while
Daniel ordered his servants to bring some ashes, which
they scattered through the whole temple; the king alone
was present. Then they went outside, sealed the closed
door with the king’s ring, and departed. The priests entered
that night as usual, with their wives and children, and
they ate and drank everything.
Early the next morning, the king came with Daniel.
“Are the seals unbroken, Daniel?” he asked. And Daniel
answered, “They are unbroken, O king.” As soon as he
had opened the door, the king looked at the table and cried
aloud, “You are great, O Bel; there is no deceit in you.”
But Daniel laughed and kept the king from entering. He
said, “Look at the floor and consider whose footprints
these are.” “I see the footprints of men, women, and
children!” said the king. In his wrath the king arrested
the priests, their wives, and their children. They showed
him the secret door by which they used to enter to
consume what was on the table. The king put them to
death, and handed Bel over to Daniel, who destroyed
it and its temple.
There was a great dragon which the Babylonians revered.
The king said to Daniel, “You cannot deny that this is a
living god, so worship it.” But Daniel answered, “I worship
the Lord, my God, for he is the living God. Give me
permission, O king, and I will kill this dragon without
sword or club.” “I give you permission,” the king said.
Then Daniel took some pitch, fat, and hair; these he
boiled together and made into cakes. He put them into
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the mouth of the dragon, and when the dragon ate
them, he burst. “This,” said Daniel, “is what you revered!”
When the Babylonians heard it, they were angry and
turned against the king. “The king has become a Jew,”
they said; “he has destroyed Bel, killed the dragon, and
put the priests to death.” They went to the king and
demanded: “Hand Daniel over to us, or we will kill you
and your family.” When he saw himself threatened with
violence, the king was forced to hand Daniel over to them.
They threw Daniel into a lions’ den, where he remained
six days. In the den were seven lions. Two carcasses and
two sheep had been given to them daily, but now they
were given nothing, so that they would devour Daniel.
The prophet Habakkuk was in Judea. He mixed some
bread in a bowl with the stew he had boiled, and was going
to bring it to the reapers in the field, when an angel of the
Lord told him, “Take the meal you have to Daniel in the
lions’ den at Babylon.” But Habakkuk answered, “Sir,
I have never seen Babylon, and I do not know the den!”
The angel of the Lord seized him by the crown of his
head and carried him by the hair; with the speed of the
wind, he set him down in Babylon above the den.
“Daniel, Daniel,” cried Habakkuk, “take the meal God
has sent you.” “You have remembered me, O God,”
said Daniel; “you have not forsaken those who love you.”
So Daniel ate, but the angel of God at once brought
Habakkuk back to his own place.
On the seventh day the king came to mourn for Daniel.
As he came to the den and looked in, there was Daniel,
sitting there. The king cried aloud, “You are great,
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O Lord, the God of Daniel, and there is no other besides
you!” He brought Daniel out, but those who had tried
to destroy him he threw into the den, and they were
devoured in a moment before his eyes.
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Discussion Questions
In Bel and the Dragon, Daniel took a stand
against both the king’s wishes and the idols
of his day. What are the idols of our day, and
how should we stand against them to the glory
of God?
Did the Prayer of Azariah and the Song of the
Three Jews enhance the story of the three Hebrew
in the fiery furnace for you (Dan 3)? If so, how?
It is disturbing, though perhaps not surprising,
that what we know today as sexual harassment
is found in historical accounts as old as the
story of Susanna (100 BC). Though this story
primarily highlights Daniel’s wisdom, how
would you describe its impact on your heart
and mind?
What virtues, character traits, attitudes,
gifts, or excellencies are embodied in Daniel
as reflected in the stories of Susanna and
Bel and the Dragon? What skills or practices
would you want to emulate?
Taken together, the Prayer of Azariah and
the Song of the Three Jews offer a model
similar but not identical to the “ACTS” model
of prayer (A = Adoration; C = Confession;
T = Thanksgiving; S = Supplication). Which
elements can you identify in these passages,
and what value do you see in their pattern
of prayer?
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Spiritual Sages –
Sirach and Solomon
Background
The genre of writings familiar to Bible readers from the
books of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of
Solomon is known as “wisdom literature.” In addition
to the various historical and literary works written during
the “Four Hundred Silent Years,” there were two books
of wisdom sayings, selections of which are included here.
The Wisdom of Jesus, Son of Sirach was written in
Hebrew before the Maccabean Revolt, and reflects the
traditional culture and values of Israel. Interestingly,
Sirach was not included in the Jewish canon but was
accepted as Scripture by the early church, who renamed
it Ecclesiasticus, meaning “the Church’s book.”1

1 Protestants, however, rejected this status at the Reformation.
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Selections from the Wisdom of Solomon are also included
in this chapter. Despite the book’s title, an anonymous
Greek author wrote this book for the Jews of the Diaspora2
long after Sirach, perhaps as late as the early first century
BC. Given its late date, language (Greek), and intended
audience, it is not surprising that this book reflects the
cosmopolitan culture of Alexandria, where it was
probably written.
Here in this final chapter of Books Jesus Read, a Proverbslike reflection on wisdom (Sirach 1) is followed by a series
of passages on the theme of friendship from Sirach. This
in turn is followed by the first major section of the Wisdom
of Solomon (1–6) which compares the lives of the
righteous and the wicked.
Text
Sirach 1 (NRSV)
All wisdom is from the Lord,
and with him it remains forever.
2
The sand of the sea, the drops of rain,
and the days of eternity—who can count them?
3
The height of heaven, the breadth of the earth,
the abyss, and wisdom—who can search them out?
4
Wisdom was created before all other things,
and prudent understanding from eternity.
6
The root of wisdom—to whom has it been revealed?
Her subtleties—who knows them?
8
There is but one who is wise, greatly to be feared,
seated upon his throne—the Lord.

2 Jews of the Diaspora – Jewish communities outside Judea.

Chapter 8: Spiritual Sages – Sirach and Solomon

It is he who created her; he saw her and took her
measure; he poured her out upon all his works,
10
upon all the living according to his gift;
he lavished her upon those who love him.
9

The fear of the Lord is glory and exultation,
and gladness and a crown of rejoicing.
12
The fear of the Lord delights the heart,
and gives gladness and joy and long life.
13
Those who fear the Lord will have a happy end;
on the day of their death they will be blessed.
11

To fear the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
she is created with the faithful in the womb.
15
She made among human beings an eternal foundation,
and among their descendants she will abide faithfully.
16
To fear the Lord is fullness of wisdom;
she inebriates mortals with her fruits;
17
she fills their whole house with desirable goods,
and their storehouses with her produce.
18
The fear of the Lord is the crown of wisdom,
making peace and perfect health to flourish.
19
She rained down knowledge and discerning
comprehension, and she heightened the glory of those
who held her fast.
20
To fear the Lord is the root of wisdom,
and her branches are long life.3
14

Unjust anger cannot be justified,
for anger tips the scale to one’s ruin.
23
Those who are patient stay calm until the right
moment, and then cheerfulness comes back to them.

22

3 Other ancient authorities add as verse 21, “The fear of the Lord drives away
sins; and where it abides, it will turn away all anger.”
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They hold back their words until the right moment;
then the lips of many tell of their good sense.

24

In the treasuries of wisdom are wise sayings,
but godliness is an abomination to a sinner.
26
If you desire wisdom, keep the commandments,
and the Lord will lavish her upon you.
27
For the fear of the Lord is wisdom and discipline,
fidelity and humility are his delight.
25

Do not disobey the fear of the Lord;
do not approach him with a divided mind.
29
Do not be a hypocrite before others,
and keep watch over your lips.
30
Do not exalt yourself, or you may fall and bring
dishonor upon yourself. The Lord will reveal your secrets
and overthrow you before the whole congregation,
because you did not come in the fear of the Lord, and
your heart was full of deceit.
28

Sirach – Seven Passages on Friendship (NRSV)
Pleasant speech multiplies friends,
and a gracious tongue multiplies courtesies.
6
Let those who are friendly with you be many,
but let your advisers be one in a thousand.
7
When you gain friends, gain them through testing,
and do not trust them hastily.
8
For there are friends who are such when it suits them,
but they will not stand by you in time of trouble.
9
And there are friends who change into enemies,
and tell of the quarrel to your disgrace.
10
And there are friends who sit at your table,
but they will not stand by you in time of trouble.
5

Chapter 8: Spiritual Sages – Sirach and Solomon

When you are prosperous, they become your second
self, and lord it over your servants;
12
but if you are brought low, they turn against you,
and hide themselves from you.
13
Keep away from your enemies,
and be on guard with your friends.
14
Faithful friends are a sturdy shelter:
whoever finds one has found a treasure.
15
Faithful friends are beyond price;
no amount can balance their worth.
16
Faithful friends are life-saving medicine;
and those who fear the Lord will find them.
17
Those who fear the Lord direct their friendship aright,
for as they are, so are their neighbors also (6:5–17).
11

Do not abandon old friends, for new ones cannot equal
them. A new friend is like new wine; when it has aged,
you can drink it with pleasure.
11
Do not envy the success of sinners,
for you do not know what their end will be like.
12
Do not delight in what pleases the ungodly; remember
that they will not be held guiltless all their lives.
13
Keep far from those who have power to kill, and you
will not be haunted by the fear of death. But if you
approach them, make no misstep, or they may rob you of
your life. Know that you are stepping among snares,
and that you are walking on the city battlements.
14
As much as you can, aim to know your neighbors,
and consult with the wise.
15
Let your conversation be with intelligent people, and
let all your discussion be about the law of the Most High.
16
Let the righteous be your dinner companions,
and let your glory be in the fear of the Lord (9:10–16).
10
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Every creature loves its like,
and every person the neighbor.
16
All living beings associate with their own kind,
and people stick close to those like themselves.
17
What does a wolf have in common with a lamb?
No more has a sinner with the devout.
18
What peace is there between a hyena and a dog?
And what peace between the rich and the poor?
19
Wild asses in the wilderness are the prey of lions;
likewise the poor are feeding grounds for the rich.
20
Humility is an abomination to the proud;
likewise the poor are an abomination to the rich.
21
When the rich person totters, he is supported by
friends, but when the humble falls, he is pushed away
even by friends.
22
If the rich person slips, many come to the rescue;
he speaks unseemly words, but they justify him.
If the humble person slips, they even criticize him;
he talks sense, but is not given a hearing.
23
The rich person speaks and all are silent; they extol to
the clouds what he says. The poor person speaks and
they say, “Who is this fellow?” And should he stumble,
they even push him down (13:15–23).
15

Question a friend; perhaps he did not do it;
or if he did, so that he may not do it again.
14
Question a neighbor; perhaps he did not say it;
or if he said it, so that he may not repeat it.
15
Question a friend, for often it is slander;
so do not believe everything you hear.
16
A person may make a slip without intending it.
Who has not sinned with his tongue?
17
Question your neighbor before you threaten him;
and let the law of the Most High take its course (19:13–17).
13
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One who pricks the eye brings tears,
and one who pricks the heart makes clear its feelings.
20
One who throws a stone at birds scares them away,
and one who reviles a friend destroys a friendship.
21
Even if you draw your sword against a friend,
do not despair, for there is a way back.
22
If you open your mouth against your friend, do not
worry, for reconciliation is possible. But as for reviling,
arrogance, disclosure of secrets, or a treacherous blow—
in these cases any friend will take to flight.
23
Gain the trust of your neighbor in his poverty,
so that you may rejoice with him in his prosperity.
Stand by him in time of distress,
so that you may share with him in his inheritance.
24
The vapor and smoke of the furnace precede the fire;
so insults precede bloodshed.
25
I am not ashamed to shelter a friend,
and I will not hide from him.
26
But if harm should come to me because of him,
whoever hears of it will beware of him (22:19–26).
19

Whoever betrays secrets destroys confidence,
and will never find a congenial friend.
17
Love your friend and keep faith with him;
but if you betray his secrets, do not follow after him.
18
For as a person destroys his enemy,
so you have destroyed the friendship of your neighbor.
19
And as you allow a bird to escape from your hand, so you
have let your neighbor go, and will not catch him again.
20
Do not go after him, for he is too far off,
and has escaped like a gazelle from a snare.
21
For a wound may be bandaged, and there is
reconciliation after abuse, but whoever has betrayed
secrets is without hope (27:16–21).
16
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Every friend says, “I too am a friend”;
but some friends are friends only in name.
2
Is it not a sorrow like that for death itself
when a dear friend turns into an enemy?
3
O inclination to evil, why were you formed
to cover the land with deceit?
4
Some companions rejoice in the happiness of a friend,
but in time of trouble they are against him.
5
Some companions help a friend for their stomachs’ sake,
yet in battle they will carry his shield.
6
Do not forget a friend during the battle,
and do not be unmindful of him when you
distribute your spoils (37:1–6).
Sirach – Eighteen Verses on Friendship (NRSV)
And do not become an enemy instead of a friend;
for a bad name incurs shame and reproach;
so it is with the double-tongued sinner (6:1).
Do not devise a lie against your brother,
or do the same to a friend (7:12).
Do not exchange a friend for money,
or a real brother for the gold of Ophir (7:18).
A friend is not known in prosperity,
nor is an enemy hidden in adversity (12:8).
One’s enemies are friendly when one prospers,
but in adversity even one’s friend disappears (12:9).
Do good to friends before you die, and reach out
and give to them as much as you can (14:13).
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With friend or foe do not report it, and unless it would be
a sin for you, do not reveal it (19:8).
The fool says, “I have no friends,
and I get no thanks for my good deeds.
Those who eat my bread are evil-tongued” (20:16).
Another out of shame makes promises to a friend,
and so makes an enemy for nothing (20:23).
And the sinner disrupts friendships
and sows discord among those who are at peace (28:9).
Lose your silver for the sake of a brother or a friend,
and do not let it rust under a stone and be lost (29:10).
He who teaches his son will make his enemies envious,
and will glory in him among his friends (30:3).
He has left behind him an avenger against his enemies,
and one to repay the kindness of his friends (30:6).
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A mocking friend is like a stallion
that neighs no matter who the rider is (33:6).
To son or wife, to brother or friend, do not give power
over yourself, as long as you live; and do not give your
property to another, in case you change your mind and
must ask for it (33:20).
A friend or companion is always welcome,
but a sensible wife is better than either (40:23).
Be ashamed of sexual immorality, before your father or
mother; and of a lie, before a prince or a ruler; of a crime,
before a judge or magistrate; and of a breach of the law,
before the congregation and the people; of unjust dealing,
before your partner or your friend (41:17–18).
[Be ashamed] of meddling with his servant girl—and do
not approach her bed; of abusive words, before friends—
and do not be insulting after making a gift (41:22).
Sirach – Eight Additional Verses (NRSV)
A stubborn mind will fare badly at the end,
and whoever loves danger will perish in it (3:26).
Whoever loves [wisdom] loves life, and those who seek
her from early morning are filled with joy (4:12).
Do not hesitate to visit the sick,
because for such deeds you will be loved (7:35).
Turn away your eyes from a shapely woman,
and do not gaze at beauty belonging to another;
many have been seduced by a woman’s beauty,
and by it passion is kindled like a fire (9:8).
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One who loves gold will not be justified;
one who pursues money will be led astray by it (31:5).
Samuel was beloved by his Lord;
a prophet of the Lord, he established the kingdom
and anointed rulers over his people (46:13).
In all that he did he gave thanks to the Holy One, the
Most High, proclaiming his glory; he sang praise with all
his heart, and he loved his Maker (47:8).
But the Lord will never give up his mercy, or cause
any of his works to perish; he will never blot out the
descendants of his chosen one, or destroy the family
line of him who loved him. So he gave a remnant to
Jacob, and to David a root from his own family (47:22).
Wisdom of Solomon 1 (NABRE)
Love righteousness, you who judge the earth; think of the
LORD in goodness, and seek him in integrity of heart;
2
because he is found by those who do not test him, and
manifests himself to those who do not disbelieve him.
3
For perverse counsels separate people from God,
and his power, put to the proof, rebukes the foolhardy;
4
because into a soul that plots evil wisdom does not
enter, nor does she dwell in a body under debt of sin.
5
For the holy spirit of discipline flees deceit and
withdraws from senseless counsels and is rebuked when
unrighteousness occurs.
6
For wisdom is a kindly spirit, yet she does not acquit
blasphemous lips; because God is the witness of the
inmost self and the sure observer of the heart and the
listener to the tongue.
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For the spirit of the LORD fills the world,
is all-embracing, and knows whatever is said.
8
Therefore those who utter wicked things
will not go unnoticed, nor will chastising
condemnation pass them by.
9
For the devices of the wicked shall be scrutinized,
and the sound of their words shall reach the LORD,
for the chastisement of their transgressions;
10
because a jealous ear hearkens to everything,
and discordant grumblings are not secret.
11
Therefore guard against profitless grumbling,
and from calumny withhold your tongues;
for a stealthy utterance will not go unpunished,
and a lying mouth destroys the soul.
7

Do not court death by your erring way of life, nor draw
to yourselves destruction by the works of your hands.
13
Because God did not make death, nor does he rejoice in
the destruction of the living.
14
For he fashioned all things that they might have being,
and the creatures of the world are wholesome;
there is not a destructive drug among them nor any
domain of Hades on earth,
15
for righteousness is undying.
12

It was the wicked who with hands and words
invited death, considered it a friend, and pined for it,
and made a covenant with it, because they deserve
to be allied with it.

16
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Wisdom of Solomon 2 (NABRE)
For, not thinking rightly, they said among themselves:
“Brief and troubled is our lifetime; there is no remedy
for our dying, nor is anyone known to have come back
from Hades.
2
For by mere chance were we born,
and hereafter we shall be as though we had not been;
because the breath in our nostrils is smoke,
and reason a spark from the beating of our hearts,
3
and when this is quenched, our body will be ashes
and our spirit will be poured abroad like empty air.
4
Even our name will be forgotten in time, and no one
will recall our deeds. So our life will pass away like the
traces of a cloud, and will be dispersed like a mist
pursued by the sun’s rays and overpowered by its heat.
5
For our lifetime is the passing of a shadow; and our
dying cannot be deferred because it is fixed with a seal;
and no one returns.
6
Come, therefore, let us enjoy the good things that are
here, and make use of creation with youthful zest.
7
Let us have our fill of costly wine and perfumes,
and let no springtime blossom pass us by;
8
let us crown ourselves with rosebuds before they wither.
9
Let no meadow be free from our wantonness;
everywhere let us leave tokens of our merriment,
for this is our portion, and this our lot.
10
Let us oppress the righteous poor; let us neither
spare the widow nor revere the aged for hair grown
white with time.
11
But let our strength be our norm of righteousness;
for weakness proves itself useless.
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Let us lie in wait for the righteous one,
because he is annoying to us; he opposes our actions,
reproaches us for transgressions of the law and
charges us with violations of our training.
13
He professes to have knowledge of God
and styles himself a child of the LORD.
14
To us he is the censure of our thoughts;
merely to see him is a hardship for us,
15
because his life is not like that of others,
and different are his ways.
16
He judges us debased; he holds aloof from our paths as
from things impure. He calls blest the destiny of the
righteous and boasts that God is his Father.
12

Let us see whether his words be true;
let us find out what will happen to him in the end.
18
For if the righteous one is the son of God, God will
help him and deliver him from the hand of his foes.
19
With violence and torture let us put him to the test that
we may have proof of his gentleness and try his patience.
20
Let us condemn him to a shameful death; for according
to his own words, God will take care of him.”
21
These were their thoughts, but they erred;
for their wickedness blinded them,
22
and they did not know the hidden counsels of God;
neither did they count on a recompense for holiness
nor discern the innocent soul’s reward.
23
For God formed us to be imperishable;
in the image of his own nature he made us.
24
But by the envy of the devil, death entered the world,
and they who are allied with him experience it.
17
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Wisdom of Solomon 3 (NABRE)
The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God,
and no torment shall touch them.
2
They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead;
and their passing away was thought an affliction
3
and their going forth from us, utter destruction.
But they are in peace.
4
For if to others, indeed, they seem punished,
yet is their hope full of immortality;
5
chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed, because
God tried them and found them worthy of himself.
6
As gold in the furnace, he proved them,
and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself.
7
In the time of their judgment they shall shine
and dart about as sparks through stubble;
8
they shall judge nations and rule over peoples,
and the LORD shall be their King forever.
9
Those who trust in him shall understand truth,
and the faithful shall abide with him in love:
because grace and mercy are with his holy ones,
and his care is with the elect.
10
But the wicked shall receive a punishment to match
their thoughts, since they neglected righteousness and
forsook the LORD.
11
For those who despise wisdom and instruction are
doomed. Vain is their hope, fruitless their labors,
and worthless their works.
12
Their wives are foolish and their children wicked,
accursed their brood.
13
Yes, blessed is she who, childless and undefiled,
never knew transgression of the marriage bed;
for she shall bear fruit at the judgment of souls.
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So also the eunuch whose hand wrought no misdeed,
who held no wicked thoughts against the LORD—
for he shall be given fidelity’s choice reward
and a more gratifying heritage in the LORD’s temple.
15
For the fruit of noble struggles is a glorious one;
and unfailing is the root of understanding.
16
But the children of adulterers will remain without
issue, and the progeny of an unlawful bed will disappear.
17
For should they attain long life, they will be held in no
esteem, and dishonored will their old age be in the end;
18
should they die abruptly, they will have no hope
nor comfort in the day of scrutiny;
19
for dire is the end of the wicked generation.
14

Wisdom of Solomon 4 (NABRE)
Better is childlessness with virtue;
for immortal is the memory of virtue,
acknowledged both by God and human beings.
2
When it is present people imitate it,
and they long for it when it is gone;
forever it marches crowned in triumph,
victorious in unsullied deeds of valor.
3
But the numerous progeny of the wicked shall be of no
avail; their spurious offshoots shall not strike deep root
nor take firm hold.
4
For even though their branches flourish for a time,
they are unsteady and shall be rocked by the wind
and, by the violence of the winds, uprooted;
5
Their twigs shall be broken off untimely, their fruit
useless, unripe for eating, fit for nothing.
6
For children born of lawless unions
give evidence of the wickedness of their parents,
when they are examined.
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But the righteous one, though he die early, shall be at rest.
For the age that is honorable comes not with the
passing of time, nor can it be measured in terms of years.
9
Rather, understanding passes for gray hair,
and an unsullied life is the attainment of old age.
10
The one who pleased God was loved,
living among sinners, was transported—
11
snatched away, lest wickedness pervert his mind
or deceit beguile his soul;
12
for the witchery of paltry things obscures what is right
and the whirl of desire transforms the innocent mind.
13
Having become perfect in a short while,
he reached the fullness of a long career;
14
for his soul was pleasing to the LORD, therefore he sped
him out of the midst of wickedness. But the people saw
and did not understand, nor did they take that
consideration into account.
16
Yes, the righteous one who has died will condemn
the sinful who live; and youth, swiftly completed,
will condemn the many years of the unrighteous who
have grown old.
17
For they will see the death of the wise one
and will not understand what the LORD intended,
or why he kept him safe.
18
They will see, and hold him in contempt;
but the LORD will laugh them to scorn.
19
And they shall afterward become dishonored corpses
and an unceasing mockery among the dead. For he shall
strike them down speechless and prostrate and rock them
to their foundations; they shall be utterly laid waste
and shall be in grief and their memory shall perish.
20
Fearful shall they come, at the counting up of their sins,
and their lawless deeds shall convict them to their face.
7
8
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Wisdom of Solomon 5 (NABRE)
Then shall the righteous one with great assurance
confront his oppressors who set at nought his labors.
2
Seeing this, the wicked shall be shaken with dreadful
fear, and be amazed at the unexpected salvation.
3
They shall say among themselves, rueful
and groaning through anguish of spirit:
“This is the one whom once we held as
a laughingstock and as a type for mockery,
4
fools that we were!
His life we accounted madness,
and death dishonored.
5
See how he is accounted among the heavenly beings;
how his lot is with the holy ones!
6
We, then, have strayed from the way of truth,
and the light of righteousness did not shine for us,
and the sun did not rise for us.
7
We were entangled in the thorns of mischief and
of ruin; we journeyed through trackless deserts,
but the way of the LORD we never knew.
8
What did our pride avail us?
What have wealth and its boastfulness afforded us?
9
All of them passed like a shadow
and like a fleeting rumor;
10
like a ship traversing the heaving water:
when it has passed, no trace can be found,
no path of its keel in the waves.
11
Or like a bird flying through the air; no evidence of its
course is to be found—but the fluid air, lashed by the
beating of pinions, and cleft by the rushing force of
speeding wings, is traversed; and afterward no mark of
passage can be found in it.
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Or as, when an arrow has been shot at a mark,
the parted air straightway flows together again
so that none discerns the way it went—
13
even so, once born, we abruptly came to nought
and held no sign of virtue to display,
but were consumed in our wickedness.”
12

Yes, the hope of the wicked is like chaff borne by the
wind, and like fine, storm-driven snow; like smoke
scattered by the wind, and like the passing memory of the
nomad camping for a single day.
15
But the righteous live forever, and in the LORD is their
recompense, and the thought of them is with the Most High.
16
Therefore shall they receive the splendid crown,
the beautiful diadem, from the hand of the LORD,
for he will shelter them with his right hand,
and protect them with his arm.
17
He shall take his zeal for armor
and arm creation to requite the enemy,
18
shall put on righteousness for a breastplate,
wear sure judgment for a helmet,
19
shall take invincible holiness for a shield,
20
and sharpen his sudden anger for a sword.
The universe will war with him against the foolhardy;
21
well-aimed bolts of lightning will go forth and from the
clouds will leap to the mark as from a well-drawn bow;
22
and as from a sling, wrathful hailstones shall be hurled.
The waters of the sea will be enraged and flooding rivers
will overwhelm them;
23
a mighty wind will confront them and winnow them
like a tempest; thus lawlessness will lay waste the whole
earth and evildoing overturn the thrones of the mighty.
14
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Wisdom of Solomon 6 (NABRE)
Hear, therefore, kings, and understand;
learn, you magistrates of the earth’s expanse!
2
Give ear, you who have power over multitudes
and lord it over throngs of peoples!
3
Because authority was given you by the Lord
and sovereignty by the Most High, who shall probe your
works and scrutinize your counsels!
4
Because, though you were ministers of his kingdom,
you did not judge rightly, and did not keep the law,
nor walk according to the will of God,
5
terribly and swiftly he shall come against you,
because severe judgment awaits the exalted—
6
for the lowly may be pardoned out of mercy
but the mighty shall be mightily put to the test.
7
For the Ruler of all shows no partiality,
nor does he fear greatness, because he himself made
the great as well as the small, and provides for all alike;
8
but for those in power a rigorous scrutiny impends.
To you, therefore, O princes, are my words addressed
that you may learn wisdom and that you may not fall away.
10
For those who keep the holy precepts hallowed
will be found holy, and those learned in them will
have ready a response.
11
Desire therefore my words;
long for them and you will be instructed.
9

Resplendent and unfading is Wisdom,
and she is readily perceived by those who love her,
and found by those who seek her.
13
She hastens to make herself known
to those who desire her;
12
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one who watches for her at dawn will not be
disappointed, for she will be found sitting at the gate.
15
For setting your heart on her is the perfection
of prudence, and whoever keeps vigil for her
is quickly free from care;
16
because she makes her rounds, seeking those worthy
of her, and graciously appears to them on the way, and
goes to meet them with full attention.
17
For the first step toward Wisdom
is an earnest desire for discipline;
18
then, care for discipline is love of her;
love means the keeping of her laws;
to observe her laws is the basis for incorruptibility;
19
and incorruptibility makes one close to God;
20
thus the desire for Wisdom leads to a kingdom.
21
If, then, you find pleasure in throne and scepter,
you princes of peoples, honor Wisdom,
that you may reign as kings forever.
14

Now what wisdom is, and how she came to be I shall
proclaim; and I shall conceal no secrets from you, but
from the very beginning I shall search out and bring to
light knowledge of her; I shall not diverge from the truth.
23
Neither shall I admit consuming jealousy to my company,
because that can have no fellowship with Wisdom.
24
A multitude of the wise is the safety of the world,
and a prudent king, the stability of the people;
25
so take instruction from my words, to your profit.
22
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Discussion Questions
Like Proverbs 1, Sirach 1 finds wisdom in “the
fear of the Lord.” If godly wisdom is rooted in
the fear of the Lord, what is worldly wisdom
rooted in? What falsely masquerades as
wisdom in our culture today?
What are two or three principles of friendship
from Sirach that you wish you would have
read earlier in life? How could they be helpful
in your own friendships?
According to Wisdom 1–6, where do the
righteous place their hope in this life and the
next? Is this where your hope is placed?
Consider writing your own set of proverbs
about friendship. What are some principles you
could write about?
“Wisdom” is not just an ancient form of
literature. It also describes a way of life. What
practices or disciplines did you find in this
chapter that form the basis for living wisely?

Afterword

Afterword
If Books Jesus Read is your first encounter with the
Apocrypha, then reading Sacred Roots Spiritual Classic 5
may seem like exploring the sacred writings of a strange
religion! This is a common experience for Christians
living over two thousand years after their composition.
However, as noted in the Introduction, these writings
were read as sacred Scripture by many in the ancient
church. Not until the fourth century AD did a church
father—Jerome—label a portion of the Greek Bible
Apocrypha—literally, hidden scriptures. Even then,
Augustine, the great fourth century bishop, continually
referenced Apocryphal writings, especially the wisdom
books, in his teaching. Centuries later, the reformer
Martin Luther excluded Apocryphal books from his list
of “those texts which preach Christ,” while Anabaptist
leaders freely quoted the Apocrypha in their teachings.1
1 The books of Esdras and Enoch are examples of such works. “Canonization” is
the process whereby leaders have drawn up lists of authoritative scriptures at
various times in the history of the church. For more on the Anabaptist use of
Apocrypha see the article by Jonathan R. Seiling, “Solae (Quae?) Scripturae:
Anabaptists and the Apocrypha” cited in For Further Reading.
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The ongoing study and use of the Apocrypha is due in
part to its candid portraits of personal spirituality seen in
the stories of Tobit, Judith, Judas, Daniel, and others.
There are, to be sure, episodes and ideas that are repugnant
to contemporary Christians.2 Even so, it seems best, in
the words of the Apostle Paul to the Thessalonians, that
we “not despise prophecies, but test everything” and
“hold fast what is good” (1 Thess 5:20–21). In that spirit,
the following reflections are offered in hopes that you
will revisit these writings again and again as their relevance
becomes increasingly apparent.
Remember the Maccabees!
As described in the Introduction to Books Jesus Read,
Intertestamental or Second Temple period Judaism
provides the historical background for the life of Jesus
Christ. These centuries saw the rise of various Jewish
sects, 1 Maccabees itself describing the Hasideans whom
scholars consider the forerunner of the Pharisees or
possibly even the Essenes.3 1–2 Maccabees, of course,
also trace the rise of Judas Maccabeus, the messiah-type
figure who delivers Israel from an enemy who attempts
to exterminate their faith and traditions. For those Jews
of Jesus’ day who looked forward to the coming Messiah,
the stories of Judas Maccabeus offered a pattern of
messianic deliverance. Judas was not passive in the face
2 For example, the negative attitude toward women expressed in Sirach 42
and Judas Maccabeus’ propitiation on behalf of the dead in 2 Maccabees 12 (see
Books Jesus Read chapter seven).
3 Essenes – an ancient Jewish sect (comparable to the Sadducees and
Pharisees) with distinctive beliefs and practices that existed during the Second
Temple period. According to the ancient Jewish historian Josephus, they
preferred to live in isolated monastic communities. They have come to be
associated with the Dead Sea Scrolls since their discovery in 1947.
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of opposition, but led the charge to throw off the chains of
oppression. See Continuing the Conversation below for
ways to draw on the books of Maccabees that shed light
on the New Testament.
Do a Double Take on Judith
On a first read, the story of Judith may seem like little
more than ancient entertainment—salacious entertainment
at that! But just as her name represents her homeland,4 so
her story is representative of Israel’s story. Judith is faithful
in every way possible for a Judean woman to be. Yet,
through no fault of her own, she becomes subject to King
Nebuchadnezzar’s lustful ambitions. The ancient readers
of her story knew well that women were subject to sexual
exploitation in times of conquest. Despite her vulnerability,
Judith refuses to hide. Indeed, she intentionally walks into
the camp of the enemy and hands herself over! From
that point on, the story focuses on Judith’s daily spiritual
disciplines of prayer and kosher eating and bathing as
the foundation of her plan to conquer her enemy. She even
manages to keep kosher while reveling at the pagan
banquet thrown in her honor!
Israel’s history is, of course, marked by sojourns in the
camp of the enemy. “She” is oppressed in turn by Egypt,
Assyria, Babylon, and others who lustfully keep her
captive. Which of the nations did not want “to sleep with
Israel” in her prime? But Israel belongs to a jealous God
who seeks to keep her a virgin and who will ultimately
avenge her honor. Judith is hot and she knows it! She
seduces the enemy with truthful little lies: “Follow my
directions,” she says to Holofernes, “and God will
4 Judith means “woman of Judea.”
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accomplish something amazing, and you, my lord, will
not fail to achieve your purpose!” His ultimate purpose,
Judith knows, is to glorify God—if need be, with his
death! Judith does not bruise the head of the serpent
(Gen 3:15) but decapitates it as a more convincing proof
of her victory. Thus, she becomes a living testimony to
courageous faith and spiritual discipline that overcomes
the world.
Learn from Tobit’s Example
Tobit cannot pass by an uncovered dead body without
ministering to it. That makes him a kind of Good Samaritan
of the Apocrypha (Luke 10:30–35). His ministry of
burying the dead costs him his sight but wins him the
ministrations of an angel of the Lord.5 Sarah, who
shares the stage with Tobit, is provoked by her rivals
in a manner reminiscent of Hannah in 1 Samuel 1.
Tobit and Sarah are suffering servants of the Lord who
overcome their suicidal desires and consequently
discover God’s provision in response to their intersecting
prayers, the answer to which displays God’s remarkable
providence. For, “we know that for those who love God
all things work together for good, for those who are
called according to his purpose” (Rom 8:28).
It is the very weaving together of the life stories of those
who share faith, ancestry, and a common fate, that so
clearly displays the spirituality of Jews like Tobit, and not
merely his allegiance to the law of Moses. Following
Tobit’s example, and in the face of demonic opposition
5 Tobit’s act of providing covering for dead bodies may remind readers of
Noah’s curse on his son Ham, who exposed his father’s nakedness, and his
blessing on Shem and Japheth, who covered it (Gen 9:20–27).
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and death, Tobias and Sarah learn to practice hesed,
covenant faithfulness. Like Hannah and King David before
them, their personal prayers simultaneously sound the
nation of Israel’s cry for the Lord’s deliverance.
Explore New Testament Background in Books Jesus Read
As every serious student of the Bible knows, “a text without
a context is a prooftext.” In other words, we misunderstand
passages whose historical circumstances we fail to grasp.
The events reported by the Apocrypha fill the gap between
the Testaments by supplying historical context needed for
interpreting later Old Testament books like Daniel, while
providing essential background for the New Testament.
This context relates to the restoration of God’s people
after the exile, to the rebuilding of the Jerusalem temple
in 570 BC, and to its later corruption by Antiochus
Epiphanes, as well as to the rise of expectation regarding
the Messiah. See Continuing the Conversation below
for more on this.
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Soul Work and Soul Care:
Learning Three Disciplines from the Apocrypha
By Isaiah Swain and Hank Voss

No one presumes to teach an art until he has first carefully
studied it. Look how foolish it is for the inexperienced to
assume pastoral authority, since the care of souls is the art
of arts!
~ Gregory the Great, c. 590

Your leaders . . . keep watch over your souls and will give
an account for their work.
~ Hebrews 13:17a

Each Sacred Roots Spiritual Classic has a “Soul Work and
Soul Care” resource to illustrate how Christian leaders
across cultures and generations have found a particular
spiritual classic helpful in pastoral ministry. “Soul work”
includes the personal work of watering, weeding, pruning,
and fertilizing the garden of one’s own soul. In a similar
way, “soul care” involves the pastoral work of nurturing
growth in another’s friendship with God. When Jesus
discusses “soul work” and “soul care,” he often uses
metaphors from the medical and agricultural professions.
Like a doctor for souls, or a farmer caring for an orchard
of fruit trees, congregational leaders who hope to serve as
“soul surgeons” can learn much from the wisdom of
those who have gone before.
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Learning to Recognize Our Holy History from
the Apocrypha: The Discipline of Testimony
In legal cases, people are often asked to give their
“testimony” before the court. As judges and juries examine
the evidence, the defendant or plaintiff can request
eyewitnesses to give their testimony—their story, opinion,
or understanding of what happened. Often, those who
give testimony in court are either eyewitnesses to an incident
or experts in a pertinent subject area. Hearing testimonies
allows judges and juries to weigh the evidence for both
sides so that they can reach a just decision. Testimonies
are a valuable source of knowledge in court cases.
Testimonies are not only important in court cases, but
also in sharing the Christian faith. A testimony is your
story for God’s glory, telling how God has uniquely
worked in your life. Testimonies can help others consider
how God might be working in theirs, leading them closer
to faith in Christ. One example of a testimony is C. S.
Lewis’ book Surprised by Joy: The Shape of My Early Life.1
In Surprised by Joy, C. S. Lewis gives his testimony from
birth to 1931, detailing his conversion from Atheism to
Christianity. This story of the “most reluctant convert”
has played an influential role in many peoples’ consideration
of Atheism, Theism, and Christianity.
Testimonies are not only good for sharing our faith
with nonbelievers, but they can build up and encourage
Christians as well. Consider another of C. S. Lewis’
books, A Grief Observed.2 This book describes C. S. Lewis’
1 C. S. Lewis, Surprised by Joy: The Shape of My Early Life (London: Geoffrey Bles,
1955).
2 C. S. Lewis, A Grief Observed (London: Faber and Faber, 1961).
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grief after his wife, Joy Davidman, passed away in 1960.
A Grief Observed identifies his doubts and frustrations
with God, originally written in his journal. As anyone
familiar with C. S. Lewis knows, he continued to trust
God and did not abandon his Christian faith, despite the
terrible loss of his wife. A Grief Observed has assisted
many other Christians in their own struggles with grief
and loss.
Scripture values testimonies. The Old Testament
historical narratives offer many testimonies of God’s
faithfulness in peoples’ lives—Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
Moses, Joshua, Naomi, Ruth, David, Daniel, Esther, and
others. The Psalms contain “holy history” psalms that
recount God’s lovingkindness toward Israel from generation
to generation (Pss 78; 105; 106). Jesus even called the
Old Testament a testimony about himself (John 5:39).
The New Testament also demonstrates the importance of
giving testimony. John the Baptist gave testimony about
Jesus (John 1:7–8, 15, 19, 32). The author of Hebrews
challenges us to “remember your leaders . . . consider the
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith” (Heb
13:7). Doing so would be impossible without knowing
our leaders “life stories,” or testimonies.
In fact, sharing testimonies was how the early church first
spread the gospel, and continues to be a critical feature of
evangelism today. Jesus called his first disciples witnesses
of his death and resurrection (Luke 24:48; Acts 1:8). The
word “witness” means one who gives testimony, or a
testifier. The early church frequently called themselves
“witnesses” as they gave testimony of his death and
resurrection (Acts 1:22; 2:32; 3:15; 5:30–32; 10:39–41;
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13:28–31; 22:14–15, 20; 26:15–16). Like the early
church, Christians today obey Jesus’ Great Commission
to “make disciples of all nations” largely by sharing their
personal testimonies of God working in their lives.
In the Apocrypha, we find a number of testimonies
from the intertestamental period that show God working
among his people. The Apocrypha’s stories give us a
broader picture of how God has shown faithfulness and
steadfast love to his people across the generations.
Reading these testimonies can help us identify God’s
work in our own lives and in the lives of our families,
friends, and neighbors.
The Apocrypha remind us that God is working in all of
human history, including each and every individual life
that has ever existed on planet Earth. We read some of
these stories in the Apocrypha, but there are many more
stories to tell.
What is your testimony? What are stories you could tell
about how God has worked in your life? When was the
last time you paused to intentionally reflect on God’s
faithfulness over the years?
We know from Scripture that our testimonies are important.
So, take time to reflect on how God has worked in your
life. When have you been comforted by his presence? When
have your prayers been answered? Which challenges or
tests in your life—which the enemy may have intended
for evil—has God ended up using for good (see Gen 50:20)?
Consider committing as a Sacred Roots Cohort, as a
small group, or as a family to writing out your “spiritual
autobiographies”—your testimonies from birth to the
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present day.3 Then, share them with one another. Your
stories may not become as widely popular as C. S. Lewis’
Surprised by Joy or Augustine’s Confessions, but they are
nonetheless just as important. Tell others how you have
seen God working in their lives, and ask them to do the
same for you. Your eyes may be opened to aspects of your
testimony you had not previously recognized.
One helpful way to begin writing your testimony is by
constructing a timeline. First, mark major life events such
as births, deaths, moves, marriages, divorces, graduations,
new jobs, and so on. Next, indicate points in your life where
you experienced God working, such as repentance,
healings, miracles, renewed faith, provision, and so on.
Lastly, mark points where you responded to God’s
working, such as professing your faith, baptism, answering
a call to ministry or service, and so on. This process
should provide you with a helpful outline for writing
out specific ways God has worked in your life.
Your testimony can be whatever you make it to be. It
could include various lessons you have learned about
yourself and about God. It could include very positive
“spiritual high” moments, or very negative “dark nights
of the soul.” It could include questions you are still
working through in your life. Whatever you choose to
focus on in your testimony, the key is for you to spend
time reflecting on how God has worked in your life and
how you have responded. Whether you conduct your
reflection through a twenty-four-hour solitude retreat,
a series of journaling sessions, conversations with your
friends, or other methods, taking time to reflect on how
3 D. Bruce Hindmarsh, The Evangelical Conversion Narrative: Spiritual
Autobiography in Early Modern England (New York: Oxford University Press, 2005).
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God has worked in your life is essential to sharing your
testimony—your story for God’s glory.
Learning About Jesus and His World from
the Apocrypha: The Discipline of Study
The Apocrypha help us study the Scriptures. But first,
why should we even talk about study? Studying the Bible
should be reserved for Bible scholars, right? By no
means! All Christians are called to be transformed by the
renewing of their mind (Rom 12:2). All Christians are
called to be set free, and Jesus tells us it is the truth that
sets us free (John 8:22). All Christians are called to
delight in the Scriptures and to meditate on them day and
night (Ps 1:1–2). Is the Bible true, honorable, just, pure,
lovely, commendable, excellent, and praiseworthy? If so,
we should be thinking about it (Phil 4:8). And if you
remain unconvinced, take fifteen minutes to read or
listen to Psalm 119.
“But the Scriptures are difficult to understand,” some of
us may protest, “so what is the use of trying to study
them ourselves?” Those of us who are of this mind would
be correct. In fact, the Apostle Peter is in the same boat.
He wrote, “There are some things in [Paul’s letters] that
are hard to understand” (2 Pet 3:16). Nevertheless,
Christians ought to imitate Ezra by setting our hearts to
study the law of the Lord so that we might obey it and
teach it to others (Ezra 7:10).
Richard Foster, in his classic book Celebration of Discipline,
lists study as one of the four inward disciplines especially

Resources for Application

207

helpful for the Christian life.4 Foster’s four steps of study
are listed in Table 1.
Table 1: Richard Foster’s Four Steps of Study
Step One:
Repetition

Regularly channeling the mind in a specific direction,
we ingrain habits of thought.

Step Two:
Concentration

Centering the mind, we focus attention on the thing
being studied.

Step Three:
Comprehension

Understanding what is being studied, we gain
insight, discernment, and true perception of reality.

Step Four:
Reflection

Defining the significance of what is being studied,
we may see things from God’s perspective and better
understand ourselves.

An example of how the Apocrypha help us study the
Bible is in order. The Scriptures contain a number of
themes that appear across the books of the Bible. Such
themes include creation, the kingdom of God, covenant,
holiness, redemption, and so on. Tracing these themes
throughout the biblical books is a fruitful way of studying
God’s Word.
One such theme is the Messiah, or Christ. Messiah
literally means “Anointed One.” In the Old Testament,
the prophets wrote that God would anoint the Messiah
and make him ruler over Israel (Isa 9:2–7; 11:3; 42:1–7;
49:1–7; 50:4–9; 52:13–53:12; Ezek 34). As Christians,
we understand that Jesus was the Messiah, the Christ,
God’s Anointed One. However, we read in the Gospels
that it was difficult for many Jews to accept Jesus as the
4 Richard Foster, Celebration of Discipline: The Path to Spiritual Growth (San
Francisco: Harper & Row, 1978), 54–66.
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Messiah. Why did they not understand that Jesus was
the Messiah? They undoubtedly knew the Old Testament
very well—why did they seem to misunderstand many
parts about the Messiah?
The Jews did, in fact, know that God was going to send
the Anointed One. Who they thought the Messiah would
be, however, was drastically different than who Jesus
was. The Maccabean Revolt led many Jews to believe the
Messiah would be a political leader who would break
Israel free from the oppressive rule of foreign nations.
They envisioned a Messiah who would break his people
from their bondage through a militaristic uprising.
In reality, Jesus did not come to free Israel from foreign
nations, but to free all people who would follow him
from the bondage of sin. He did not come to overthrow
the government, but to overthrow the cosmic powers,
the spiritual forces of evil. Reading the Apocrypha can
help us understand why many Jews in Jesus’ day and
even in our own time remain unconvinced that Jesus
was the Messiah.
Learning about Spiritual Friendship from the
Apocrypha: The Discipline of Spiritual Friendship 5
The last chapter of Books Jesus Read contains teaching
on friendship. What friendships do you value? Are you
someone who has many friends, or someone who has few
friends? How particular are you about who you spend
time with?
5 For more information on spiritual friendship, see Aelred of Rievaulx, Spiritual
Friendship: Learning How to Be Friends with God and One Another, ed. Hank Voss,
Sacred Roots Spiritual Classics 3 (Wichita, KS: TUMI Press, 2022).
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We read in the Gospels that while Jesus was accepting of all
sorts of people, he was intentional about which friendships
he developed. From among the multitudes who would
follow him, he picked twelve disciples. Then, from his
twelve disciples, he had an inner circle of friends—Peter,
James, and John—who were permitted to witness firsthand
with Jesus such highs as the Transfiguration (Matt 17:1;
Mark 9:2; Luke 9:28) and such lows as Jesus’ arrest in
Gethsemane (Mark 14:33; see also Mark 5:37; Luke 8:51).
How do you choose your friends? Are you intentional
about both playing and praying together? Go back and
reexamine the wisdom in chapter eight. Do your friendships
fit the Apocrypha’s picture of spiritual friendship?
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Continuing the Conversation
Explore the Books Jesus Read further by reading a
contemporary translation such as The New Oxford Annotated
Apocrypha: New Revised Standard Version. Reading the
entire Apocrypha, rather than just selections, will introduce
you to the traditional arrangement of these writings, as
well as characters and plot twists not included in the present
volume. Study Bibles that include the Apocrypha provide
introductions to specific books and footnotes that will help
you understand the historical context. There is much
to learn from these and other resources cited below in For
Further Reading.
The Afterword to Books Jesus Read described how the
Jews of Jesus’ day may have expected a Messiah patterned
after Judas Maccabeus. As you reread Maccabees, the
differences between Judas and Jesus Christ will likely
stand out, but consider also where their outlooks,
motives, and characters align. Beyond those differences,
1–2 Maccabees, as already mentioned, are separate
books with distinctive points of view. Reading them
back-to-back will introduce you to a Jewish-Diaspora
perspective.1 1 Maccabees reflects the traditional Jewish
pride and arrogance that typified the Sadducees of
Jesus’ day. 2 Maccabees, on the other hand, portrays
Israel as at least partly to blame for her own fall and
speaks of the need for repentance. 2 Maccabees also
invokes the name of God more often and speaks freely
1 Diaspora Judaism – communities of Jews outside Israel, established as Jews
fled persecution. Many scholars believe 2 Macc was authored in Alexandria,
Egypt, home to the largest Jewish diaspora community in antiquity.
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of redemption and an afterlife in eternity. Could these
differences in perspective lie behind the differing beliefs
of Sadducees and Pharisees in Jesus’ day? What other
differences in point of view can you discern between 1–2
Maccabees? To enhance your understanding of the
differences, I recommend watching the lecture on 1–2
Maccabees by Professor Daniel Schwartz, a preeminent
Jewish scholar, available on YouTube at: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=5RQhysxU2GU.
Finally, David deSilva’s The Jewish Teachers of Jesus, James,
and Jude: What Earliest Christianity Learned from the
Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha provides an excellent but
challenging introduction to the Apocrypha as essential
background to the New Testament. Readers who wade
through the pages describing the author’s careful
methodology will discover insights that add an entire
dimension to our understanding of Jesus’ teachings
by examining them against the backdrop of Second
Temple period Jewish literature.
Glossary and Pronunciation Guide
of Names and Terms Found in the Apocrypha
Abomination that causes desolation. The phrase found
in 1 Maccabees 1:54 and Daniel 12:11, is also spoken by
Jesus in Matthew 24:15 and Mark 13:14. It refers to an
object such as a false idol placed in the sanctuary which,
by its very presence, desecrates or corrupts the holy place.
Akra (Ak-rah). Called the “Citadel” in most translations,
Akra is short for acropolis and refers to a fortress built on
a steep hill which is difficult or impossible to conquer.
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Alcimus (Al-see-mus). The high priest in Jerusalem
from 161–159 BC. He was condemned by the author of
1 Maccabees for aligning himself with “lawless and
irreligious” Jews.
Alexander the Great (III). He is known as one of the
greatest leaders and conquerors of all time. His brief career
(336–323 BC) began as king of Macedon—the ancient
Greek city states conquered by his father, Philip II of
Macedon. Alexander went on to conquer the Persian
Empire in the east along with many other kingdoms,
ranging from Egypt to India, and thereby spread the
Greek language and culture throughout the known world.
Amulet (Am-you-let). An ancient good luck charm, an
amulet was any object worn in order to protect the wearer
from harm.
Anna. The wife of Tobit.
Antioch (An-tee-ock). The capital city of the Seleucid
kingdom in ancient Syria, which served as the base of
power for Antiochus Epiphanes.
Antiochus IV Epiphanes (An-tee-ock-us Epp-if-a-nees). The
infamous ruler of the Seleucid kingdom from 175–164 BC,
whose title, Epiphanes, means “God manifest.”
Antiochus Eupator (You-pah-tor). The son of the
Antiochus IV Epiphanes who ruled a short time under
the regency of Lysias. His title, “Eupator” means “of a
noble father.” He was killed when Demetrius I Soter took
the throne. In Books Jesus Read he is referred to as
Antiochus Jr.
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Apollonius (Appo-lon-ee-us). The governor of Samaria
who opposed Judas Maccabeus.
Arphaxad (Ar-fax-add). The king who ruled the Medes
from Ecbatana in the story of Judith and Holofernes.
Asmodeus (As-mo-day-us). The demon that oppresses
Sarah in the story of Tobit.
Astyages (As-tai-gees). The last king of Media (585–550
BC), defeated by Cyrus the Persian and mentioned in the
account of Bel.
Azariah (Aza-rai-yah). (See also Raphael). The angel
who guides Tobias on his journey, and who brings healing
to Tobit and Sarah. His name means “God has helped.”
Azotus (Az-oh-tus). The Hellenistic (Greek) name for
Ashdod, the biblical town inhabited by the Philistines.
Bacchides (Bach-eye-dees). The Greek general dispatched
by King Demetrius who killed Judas Maccabeus in battle.
Bagoas (Bag-o-as). The eunuch in charge of Holofernes’
household, in the story of Judith and Holofernes.
Bel (Bell). The false god exposed by Daniel in the
apocryphal additions to Daniel. The name Bel means
lord or master.
Bethulia (Beth-oo-lia). In the story of Judith, this is the
(fictional) town through which enemies must pass to
reach and conquer Jerusalem.
Chislev (Kiss-lef). The ninth month of the Hebrew
calendar, corresponding to our November and December.
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Cleopatra (Klee-oh-patra). Daughter of Ptolemy VI
Philometor, king of Egypt, who gave her in marriage to
Alexander, and later to her uncle, Ptolemy VIII.
Cyrus the Persian (Sai-rus the Pur-shun). The conqueror
and founder of the Achaemenid (Persian) Empire, living
from 600–530 BC.
Darius (Dar-ee-us or Dar-ai-us) the Great. Ruler of the
Persian Empire from 521–486 BC.
Dathema (Dah-they-mah). A city in Gilead to which
Jews fled and were then held captive during the Gentile
persecution described in 1 Maccabees.
Demetrius (Dem-ee-tree-us). He rose to power in Syria
after deposing Antiochus Eupator about 162 BC.
Ecbatana (Eck-bah-ta-nah). An ancient city located
between Tehran and Baghdad, mentioned in the story
of Tobit.
Edna. The wife of Raguel, the mother of Sarah in the
book of Tobit.
Eleazar (El-ee-ay-zar). (1) A senior scribe who was
tortured to death by Antiochus Epiphanes. (2) The fourth
son of Mattathias and younger brother of Judas Maccabeus,
who valiantly killed an attack elephant and was himself
killed as it collapsed on him during the Maccabean Revolt.
Elymais (Ellie-meis). The Greek form of the biblical
name, Elam, the wealthy city attacked by Antiochus
Epiphanes in order to enrich his own kingdom.
Esarhaddon (Es-ar-haddon). The son of the Assyrian
King Sennacherib, who ruled 681–669 BC.
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Gabiel (Gah-bay-el), also spelled Gabael. (1) An ancestor
of Tobit. (2) The business associate with whom Tobit
deposits ten talents of silver, and to whom his son goes
to redeem the father’s deposit.
Gentiles (Jenn-tiles). The non-Jewish races; in the
Apocrypha, they are enemies of the Jews.
Gilead, Gileadites (Gill-ee-add, Gill-ee-add-ites). An
area east of the Jordan River, and its inhabitants.
Gorgias (Gore-ghee-as). A general in the Seleucid army
who attacked the rebels led by Judas Maccabeus.
Gymnasium (Jim-nay-zium). Greco-Roman schools hated
by the Jews because of their association with the worship
of Greek and Roman gods, unbiblical curriculum, and
athletic training performed in the nude.
Hades (Hay-dees). The Greek name for the realm of the
dead, not identical with hell. Greek authors described Hades
as a gloomy place where the dead experience a dreary
existence, forgetful of their former lives. Hades is also the
name of the god who watches over the underworld.
Hannukah (Hah-noo-kah). The Hebrew festival of
Dedication which celebrates the restoration of the
Jerusalem temple and worship in 165–164 BC.
Hasideans, Hasidim (Hah-sid-ee-ans, Hah-sid-deem).
Pious Jews, loyal to the Torah, who joined Mattathias in
the fight against the Seleucid rulers.
Hasmoneans (Has-mon-ay-ans). The family of high
priests and kings descended from Mattathias, father of
Judas Maccabeus.
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Hilkiah (Hill-kai-yah). Father of Susanna.
Holofernes (Ha-la-fair-nees). Commander of
Nebuchanezzar’s forces in their war against the Jews,
in the story of Judith and Holofernes.
Jamnia (Jam-nia). Hebrew: Javneh, a Philistine city
mentioned in 1 Maccabees.
Joakim (Joe-a-kim). (1) A high priest and military leader
in the book of Judith who orders the people of Bethulia
to defend the passes leading to Jerusalem against
Holofernes’ army. (2) The husband of Susanna.
Jonathan, son of Mattathias. After the death of his
brother, Judas, Jonathan led the Maccabean Revolt from
160–143 BC.
Joppa, Joppites (Ja-pa, Ja-pites). A seaport on the coast
of the Mediterranean and its inhabitants, associated with
the settlement of the tribe of Dan.
Jordan River (Jore-dan). The most prominent river in
Israel, it runs from Mt. Hermon in the north to the Dead
Sea in the south.
Judah, Judea (Joo-dah, Joo-dee-ah). Judea is the modern
form of the name Judah, and both are common names for
the mountainous region surrounding Jerusalem.
Judas Maccabeus (Joo-das Macc-a-be-us). The son of
Mattathias, who led the Maccabean Revolt after the death
of his father. The name Judas means “a man of Judah”
and Maccabeus means “hammer.”
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Judith (Joo-dith). The heroine of the story by the same
name, Judith uses her beauty to seduce and kill the
commander of the enemy of God’s people. The name
Judith means “a woman of Judah.”
Judaism (Joo-day-ism). This is the name for the historical
religion of the Jewish people, often qualified as ancient
Judaism—the Hebrew religion—and Second Temple period
Judaism—the form of Judaism prominent during the
Maccabean Revolt.
Kittim (Kitt-eem). The biblical name for regions to
the west of Israel, in general, and for ancient Greece
in particular.
Lysias (Lis-ias). In 1 Maccabees, Lysias is a Syrian
commander of royal lineage who served as regent for the
western kingdom of Antioch Epiphanes and as guardian
for his son.
Macedon (Mas-say-don). The ancient, classical name
for Greece.
Maccabeus (Macc-ah-bay-us). The nickname “The
Hammer” given to Judas Maccabeus, the oldest son of
Mattathias who led Israel after the death of his father.
Their revolt became known by the name “Maccabean
Revolt.”
Maccabees (Macc-ah-bees). The family of descendants
of Mattathias who led the revolt against their Seleucid
oppressors.
Mattathias (Matt-ah-thy-as). Patriarch of the Maccabees
who began the revolt against the oppressive rule of
Antiochus Epiphanes.
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Midianites (Mid-ee-an-ites). The historical enemies of
God’s people (Gen 25; Judg 6–8) mentioned in 1 Maccabees.
Modein (Modeen). An ancient village twenty miles
northwest of Jerusalem, where Mattathias and his sons
settled at the beginning of the oppressive rule of
Antiochus Epiphanes.
Nebuchadnezzar (Neb-you-kad-nezzar). The king of
Babylonia who ruled from 605–562 BC, whimsically
identified as king of the Assyrians in the opening of the
story of Judith.
Negeb (Neh-gev). The desert region to the south of the
hill country of Jerusalem.
Nicanor (Nick-an-or). In 1 Maccabees, Nicanor is the
commander of the elephant forces who is appointed
governor of Judea by Demetrius.
Nineveh (Nin-eh-vah). The city to which Israel, the northern
kingdom, was exiled at the time of the Assyrian Captivity
in 740 BC. In Tobit, Nineveh is the city of exile of Tobit’s
family. Nineveh also is mentioned in the story of Judith
as the city from which the armies of Nebuchadnezzar
march to conquer Judea.
Persecution (Pur-see-cue-shun). Acts of violence or
oppression imposed on a person or persons solely because
of their identity. In the Apocrypha, the Jews are
persecuted by Gentiles in general and by the Seleucid
kingdom led by Antiochus Epiphanes in particular.
Persia, Persian (Pur-sha, Pur-shun). The ancient kingdom
which, under Cyrus the Great, conquered much of the
known world from Greece to India and held it from 550
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BC until the conquests of Alexander the Great began in
330 BC. Persia is mentioned occasionally in the books
of Maccabees.
Philip. He is mentioned in the books of Maccabees as a
commander under Antiochus Epiphanes.
Philip II of Macedon. The king of Macedon—ancient
Greece—from 359–336 BC who consolidated independent
Greek city states into a single kingdom, thus leaving
an example and legacy for his son, Alexander the Great,
to follow.
Phineas (Fin-ee-as). Biblical hero who interceded for
Israel when they sinned (Num 25:1–13). In the book of
Maccabees, he is mentioned by Mattathias as a shining
example of zeal.
Ptolemy, Ptolemaic (Ta-le-me, Ta-le-may-ick). The dynasty
of kings who ruled in Egypt during Israel’s Second
Temple period.
Raguel (Rag-oo-el). The father of Sarah and a near
relative to the family of Tobit.
Raphael (Ra-fah-el). In the story of Tobit, the angel
Raphael, whose name means “God has healed,” serves
as a guide for Tobias and heals Tobit and Sarah.
Samaria (Sam-air-ee-ah). The northern region of Judea,
where Judas Maccabeus engaged his enemies as described
in the books of Maccabees.
Sarah. A central character in the story of Tobit, she is
the woman infamously wedded to seven husbands, all of
whom perished at the hands of a jealous demon.
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Seleucid kingdom, Seleucia, Selucus (Sell-you-sid,
Sell-you-see-ah, Sell-you-kus). The Syrian kingdom
named for its founding ruler, who oppressed Israel.
Sennacherib (Sin-ah-kerrib). The king of Assyria from
705–681 BC. The book of Tobit names Sennacherib as the
king who persecutes Tobit.
Seron. One of several commanders of Syrian forces
who attacked Judas Maccabeus, mentioned only in
1 Maccabees 3.
Susanna. She was oppressed by her elders in the
Apocryphal story named for her.
Tigris River (Ty-griss). One of two great rivers, along
with the Euphrates, which define Mesopotamia, “the land
between the rivers.”
Tobias (Tow-bye-as). The son of Tobit.
Tobit (Tow-bit). The main character of the Apocryphal
story by the same name. He was persecuted on account
of his good works.
Torah (Tow-rah). The Hebrew name for the Pentateuch,
the five books of Moses. The name Torah means
“instruction.”
Uzziah (Oo-zai-yah). The ruler of Bethulia who angers
Judith by his reaction to the threat of attack by Holofernes.
Uzziah subsequently supports Judith’s plan to conquer
the enemy.
Zeus (Zee-oos). The king of the gods according to Greek
myths. Antiochus Epiphanes determined to rename the
Jerusalem temple in his honor.
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Zion (Sai-on). Original name of the Jerusalem fortress
built by King David. In time it was used as a synonym for
Jerusalem and its inhabitants dwelling under the blessing
and in the presence of God.
For Further Reading
Coogan, Michael, Marc Brettler, Carol Newsom, Pheme
Perkins, eds. The New Oxford Annotated Apocrypha: New
Revised Standard Version. 5th ed. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2018.
A readable edition of the complete Apocrypha, with
study notes.
deSilva, David A. Introducing the Apocrypha: Message,
Context, Significance. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids: Baker
Academic, 2018.
DeSilva is a leading scholar in the interpretation of the
Apocrypha.
______. The Jewish Teachers of Jesus, James, and Jude: What
Earliest Christianity Learned from the Apocrypha and
Pseudepigrapha. New York: Oxford University Press,
2012.
DeSilva shows the relevance of the study of the
Apocrypha for understanding the teachings of Jesus,
James, and Jude.
Fitzmyer, Joseph A. Tobit. Commentaries on Early Jewish
Literature. Boston: de Gruyter, 2003.
A scholarly commentary on the book of Tobit.
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Gera, Deborah Levine. Judith. Commentaries on Early
Jewish Literature. Boston: de Gruyter, 2013.
The best one-volume commentary on a book of the
Apocrypha.
Goldstein, Jonathan A. 1 Maccabees. Anchor Bible 41A.
Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1976.
Standard commentary on 1 Maccabees.
Goodspeed, Edgar J. The Story of the Apocrypha. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1939.
A classic work on the significance of the Apocrypha.
Helyer, Larry R. Exploring Jewish Literature of the Second
Temple Period: A Guide for New Testament Students.
Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2002.
The best one-volume historical survey of the Apocrypha
and other intertestamental writings.
Keck, Leander E. The New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary.
Vols. 3–5. Nashville: Abingdon, 1996–1997.
The standard, widely available commentary on the
Apocrypha.
Moore, Carey A. Daniel, Esther, and Jeremiah: The Additions.
Anchor Yale Bible Commentaries. New Haven, CT: Yale
University Press, 1995.
______. Tobit. Anchor Bible 40A. Garden City, NY:
Doubleday, 1996.
A standard commentary on these books.
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Nickelsburg, George W. E. Jewish Literature between the Bible
and the Mishnah. 2nd ed. Philadelphia: Fortress, 2011.
The best one-volume summary and exposition of the
Apocrypha and other intertestamental writings.
Seiling, Jonathan R. “Solae (Quae?) Scripturae: “Anabaptists
and the Apocrypha.” Mennonite Quarterly Review 80
(2006): 5–34.
A scholarly article showing how Anabaptists replied on
the Apocrypha as Scripture during the Reformation.
Schwartz, Daniel R. 2 Maccabees. Commentaries on Early
Jewish Literature. Boston: de Gruyter, 2008.
A preeminent Jewish scholar whose commentary offers
the clearest contrasts between 1–2 Maccabees.
Skehan, Patrick W., Alexander A. Di Lella. The Wisdom of
Ben Sira. Anchor Bible 39. Garden City, NY: Doubleday,
1987.
A scholarly commentary on Sirach.
Wills, Lawrence M. Introduction to the Apocrypha: Jewish
Books in Christian Bibles. New Haven, CT: Yale
University Press, 2021.
A comprehensive and readable introduction to the
Apocrypha.
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Map of Important Places:
The World of the Apocrypha

Resources for Application
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A Letter to God’s Friends and Fellow Warriors
On Why We Read the Sacred Roots
Spiritual Classics Together
Scholars like big books; small books change the world.
~ Rev. Dr. Glen Scorgie

Dear Friends and Fellow Warriors,
Greetings in the strong name of Jesus! What a joy to know
that Jesus calls us “Friend” (John 15). What an honor to
stand with sisters and brothers from every century and
culture to shout, “Worthy is the Lamb!” What a privilege
to serve in the Lamb’s army, not fighting flesh and blood,
but God’s internal (the flesh), external (the world) and
infernal (the Devil) enemies. In light of this cosmic struggle,
we put on a wartime (not peacetime) mindset as we
follow Jesus. Moses stated that God is present and at work
in every generation (Ps 90:1), and the Sacred Roots
Spiritual Classics are for those who desire to be used
within their sphere of influence like David was used
by God in his generation (Ps 57:2; Acts 13:36).
Our Context: A Battle with God’s
Internal, External, and Infernal Enemies
Scripture teaches our daily need to choose a missional
mindset (Matt 6:10). God’s kingdom never advances in
neutral territory. Every inch in creation, including each
inch of our soul, is a contested battlefield. God’s enemies
are threefold. First, there is an internal enemy hiding
within the heart of each redeemed child of God. God
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loves us, even though we often battle a “Judas-heart”—
a tendency to betray our Lord (John 12:6). Scripture
names this brokenness the “flesh,” the old “man” or the
“sin nature” (Rom 8; Gal 5−6). We work to kill (“mortify”)
this sin lest it succeed in killing us (Rom 8:13).
Second, as followers of Jesus, we battle all external
enemies opposing the Lamb’s kingdom. Sickened by sin,
polluted by greed, corrupted by self-centeredness,
idolatry and oppression; our world is not the way it is
supposed to be. What God created good has been twisted
and now often grieves the Holy Spirit. We choose to
stand with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in refusing
to bow to the principalities and powers of the age (Dan
3), or to accept the besetting sins of our ethnicities,
nations and generations. Scripture and our sacred roots
shine painful yet purifying light on our blind spots.
Finally, we are not ignorant of the Devil’s schemes. We may
not know if a demon’s name is “Screwtape” or “Legion,”
but we do know that an infernal enemy opposes God’s
kingdom shalom. He is the Devil, Satan, the Father of
Lies, the Accuser, and one day soon he and his demons
will be completely crushed. In this time between the
times, the Lamb’s followers resist and renounce the Devil
and all his ways with the sword of the Spirit which is the
Word of God.
Our Mission: To Be Faithful Stewards
and Wise Servants in Our Generation
Scripture contains a number of “history” psalms (Pss 78,
105, 106, 136; Neh 9:6−38; cf. Heb 11). These songs
challenge us to reflect on women and men who chose to
serve God in their generation—Abraham and Sarah,

227

228

Books Jesus Read

Moses, Phinehas, Rahab, David, Esther and many others.
History psalms also warn of those who ignored or refused
to participate in God’s work (Pharaoh, Dathan, Abiram, Og).
Leaders like Rahab the prostitute (Matt 1:5; Heb 11:35;
Jas 2:25) and King David were far from perfect (Ps 51).
Yet Scripture declares that leaders like David “served the
purposes of God in his own generation” (Acts 13:36).
Do you want God to use you in your generation? Are
you willing to be a David or Esther today? God is already
at work in our communities, schools and workplaces.
Sometimes the neighborhoods with the greatest challenges
(those with giants like “Goliath” and armies of Philistine
enemies) are the very places God finds servants and
stewards he can use (1 Sam 17; 1 Cor 4:1).
Like King David, Prince
Kaboo of the Kru people in
Liberia chose to participate
in God’s work in his generation.
As a child, Prince Kaboo
(1873−1893) was taken
hostage by a rival tribe and
was about to be executed
when he experienced a
supernatural deliverance.
After weeks of traveling
through the jungle, Kaboo
arrived at a mission station near
Monrovia, Liberia’s capital. There, as a fourteen-year-old
teenager, he wholeheartedly gave his life to Jesus Christ.
Prince Kaboo took on the name Samuel Kaboo Morris at
his baptism, and he spent the next four years working and
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studying Scripture—especially Jesus’ teaching about the
Holy Spirit as recorded by his friend John (John 14−17).
Kaboo was fascinated with the Holy Spirit, for he had
personally experienced the Holy Spirit’s powerful
deliverance. Eventually, the missionaries told Kaboo they
had taught him all they knew and that if he wanted to
learn more about the Holy Spirit, he would need to travel
to the United States. Kaboo felt the need for more training
about the Holy Spirit before being ready to return to the
Kru as an evangelist. With no shoes or money, Kaboo
walked to Monrovia’s harbor to find passage to New York—
trusting his Father in Heaven to provide.
Kaboo’s story is powerful. The ship that transported
Kaboo experienced revival with the captain and many
crew coming to Christ. Within a few hours of arriving
in New York, Kaboo led seventeen men to Christ at an
inner-city rescue mission. On his third day in the United
States, the eighteen-year-old evangelist preached at a
Sunday school meeting and revival broke out with a new
missionary society organized that very day. God provided
money for Kaboo’s college tuition, housing, books and
necessities. By the end of his first week in America,
Kaboo had arrived in Fort Wayne, Indiana to begin
studying at Taylor University—an evangelical college
committed to raising up workers for the harvest fields
who walk in the power of the Holy Spirit (Matt 9:36;
Acts 1:8).
Prince Kaboo’s arrival at Taylor University transformed
not only Taylor University’s campus, but also the whole
city of Fort Wayne. On his first Sunday in town, Kaboo
walked to the front of the church and asked for permission
to pray. As he prayed, the power and presence of the Holy
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Spirit descended on the congregation in a way none had
ever experienced before. The pastor reported, “what I said
and what Sammy said I do not remember, but I know my
soul was on fire as never before. . . . No such visitation
of the Holy Spirit had ever been witnessed” by our
congregation.1
Two years later, on May 12, 1893, at the age of
twenty, Prince Samuel Kaboo Morris died from
an illness contracted after traveling through a
snowstorm to preach. Since his death, Kaboo’s
story has influenced thousands of students at
Taylor University and elsewhere to participate
with the Holy Spirit in mission and seek the
Spirit’s power in witness. John Wengatz was
a student at Taylor in 1906, the year he first
read Kaboo’s story. Some fifty years later, after
a lifetime invested as a missionary in Africa, Wengatz
remarked “my tears never cease to flow as I read that
unrepeatable story.”2 Although Kaboo died at twenty, he
was used mightily by God in his generation. Will those
who tell the story of your life say the same?
Our Vision: Toward Ten Thousand “Tozers”
If you are pursuing God with the same passion and
hunger displayed by Samuel Kaboo Morris, than you will
be glad to meet A. W. Tozer (1897−1963). Tozer grew up
poor without the opportunity to complete high school.
While working in a tire factory he heard the good news
1 Lindley Baldwin, Samuel Morris: The African Boy God Sent to Prepare an American
University for Its Mission to the World (Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House, 1987), 59.
2 John Wengatz, Sammy Morris: Spirit-Filled Life (Upland, IN: Taylor University
Press, 1954), Preface.
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about Jesus, repented and believed. At nineteen, he began
to preach, becoming one of the most influential pastors
in his generation. His books The Pursuit of God and The
Knowledge of the Holy have helped millions know and
love the Triune God revealed in Scripture. When asked
how he learned to read Scripture with such clarity and
theological depth, Pastor Tozer would often point to his
“friends” and “teachers.” These teachers were a list of
some thirty-five Christian spiritual classics read and reread
throughout Tozer’s life. Sacred Roots Spiritual Classics
(SRSC) are for those with a hunger for the Holy Spirit like
Prince Kaboo and a desire to be used like Pastor Tozer.
The Sacred Roots Project envisions ten thousand
Christian leaders, serving in challenging ministry contexts
across North America, engaging with spiritual classics
in community by the year 2030. Will you join this growing
community as we pursue God together by reading and
discussing spiritual classics with gospel friends and
kingdom coworkers (Matt 9:35)?
A larger dream also informs the Sacred Roots Project—a
dream that imagines a million Christian workers equipped
to serve among the global poor (Matt 9:36−38). The
Center for the Study of Global Christianity reports that
in the middle of 2020 there are approximately two and
a half billion people living in urban poverty.3 This number
will increase to over four billion by the year 2050. Sacred
Roots dreams of equipping one million Christian leaders
among this great multitude—women and men like Prince
Kaboo—with access to excellent editions of some of the
greatest spiritual classics the Christian tradition has
3 For the most current statistics, see www.gordonconwell.edu/center-forglobal-christianity/resources/status-of-global-christianity/.
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produced. Ultimately, the goal is increased faithfulness as
leaders mature in representing Christ in local churches
that are centered on Scripture, grounded in Great Tradition
truth (Nicene), and engaged in contextually relevant
witness to Christ’s love in thousands of diverse contexts.4
Our Strategy:
Scripture, Friendship and Spiritual Classics
Sacred Roots’ strategy is simple. We believe fresh readings
of Christian spiritual classics can lead Christian leaders
into a deeper engagement with the God revealed in
Scripture and into deeper friendships with one another.
Christian spiritual classics strengthen and deepen our
roots in Scripture and help us produce the Spirit’s fruit.
One day Jesus asked a serious student of the Bible a
simple question, “How do you read it?” (Luke 10:26). Of
the more than three hundred questions asked by Jesus in
the Gospels, few are more relevant today. Faithfulness in
our generation demands that we learn to read Scripture in
a way consistent with the foundational truths held by
followers of Jesus in every culture since the first century.
We read Christian spiritual classics to discover faithful
and fruitful readings of Scripture. As Dr. Davis has noted,
the church’s “Great Tradition” perennially opens our eyes
to new riches in Scripture’s “Authoritative Tradition.”5
A truth believed by all Christians, in all places, and at all
times is that there is one God who exists as Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. From “before to beyond time,” an eternal
4 Don Davis, Sacred Roots: A Primer on Retrieving the Great Tradition (Wichita, KS:
The Urban Ministry Institute, 2010), 35−45.
5 Ibid.
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friendship between the Trinity’s three persons has existed
at the center of reality. Spiritual friendship provides the
start and heart of truth. Just as spiritual classics can
reveal new riches from Scripture, so they help us grow in
love for God and neighbors. They can provide practical
help in deepening our friendships with the Father, the
Son, the Holy Spirit and with other believers—both with
believers in this generation and with those surrounding
us in the great cloud of witnesses (Heb 12:1; 13:7). Why
do Christian leaders desperately need to pursue strong
friendships? Start with these three reasons.
1. First, each of us has eyes far too small to see what God
wants to show us! No one can begin to grasp the great
things God is doing across 100 billion galaxies and
throughout the many generations since the universe’s
creation. Friends, standing in different places provides
additional eyes to see from different perspectives what
God is doing in the world and across history.
2. Second, each of us battles a sinful nature that distorts
our perception of the truth. We need friends who speak
truth to us, sharpening us like iron sharpening iron
(Prov 27:17).
3. Third, all of us view creation through a particular
culture’s time and place. Each culture exists with a
unique version of virtue and vice. Friends who speak
to us from other cultures and centuries often affirm
virtues in our culture, but they can also reflect ways
our culture’s vice habitually offends against kingdom
shalom.
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In sum, Sacred Roots Spiritual Classics help us grow in
our friendship with God and neighbor (Matt 22:37−40).
Neighbors include the living Christian leaders with
whom we read and discuss this spiritual classic. However,
“neighbor” also includes the author (or authors) of this
spiritual classic. These women and men walked faithfully
with God and neighbor. Their life and teachings produced
good fruit in their generation and then continued to do so
in the lives of other Christian leaders—often across many
cultures and centuries. As an editorial team, we can
personally testify to the fruitfulness of the time we have
spent with our “friends,” the “ancient witnesses” in the
Sacred Roots Spiritual Classics. If you choose to invest in
careful conversation with these saints of old (Heb 13:7),
we are confident you will not only experience practical
fruit in the present, but you will also gain new friends
for eternity.
Tactical Notes: Christian Leaders Are Christian Readers
Throughout church history, fruitful Christian leaders have
been intentional readers. Augustine (d. 430), a pastor and
bishop in Africa, was challenged to a new level of ministry
by reading a spiritual biography about an Egyptian Christian
leader named Anthony (d. 356).6 Protestant leaders like
Martin Luther, John Calvin, John Wesley, Elizabeth Fry,
Phoebe Palmer and many others all published editions
of spiritual classics for Christian leaders in their generation.
Charles Harrison Mason (d. 1961), founder of the largest
Pentecostal denomination in North America (Church of
God in Christ), was called to ministry through a reading
6 Athanasius, Renewal in Christ: Athanasius on the Christian Life, ed. Jeremy Treat,
Sacred Roots Spiritual Classics 6 (Wichita, KS: The Urban Ministry Institute, 2022).
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of the autobiography of missionary and evangelist Amanda
Smith.7 More recently, leaders like C. S. Lewis, A. W.
Tozer, James Houston, and Rick Warren have encouraged
Christian leaders to read wisely, especially choosing
Christian spiritual classics.8
How to Read the Text
Plan your reading. Reading a spiritual classic is a bit like
reading your Bible. You can read it anywhere or anytime,
but there are times and places that will position you to
better receive insight and truth. SRSC readers tend to
read each spiritual classic several times, and many will
“read” it in both a written version (print or electronic)
and in an audible version (audiobook). We read to hear
what the original author of the text is saying and to
understand what the Holy Spirit might be directing our
attention to hear or reflect upon. On your day of rest
(Sabbath) reserve some time to read or at least set aside
some time to plan when you will read from your spiritual
classic that week. If you have a daily commute, perhaps
use some of the time to listen and reflect on an audible
version of the SRSC.
Work your reading plan. Once you have planned to read
your spiritual classic, begin with the Introduction. The
introduction is written by a contemporary friend with
significant ministry experience. This friend has spent much
7 Amanda Smith, An Autobiography: The Story of the Lord’s Dealings with Mrs.
Amanda Smith, the Colored Evangelist; Containing an Account of Her Life Work of
Faith, and Her Travels in America, England, Ireland, Scotland, India, and Africa, as an
Independent Missionary (Chicago: Meyer, 1893).
8 Explore the essays in Jamin Goggin and Kyle Strobel, eds., Reading the Christian
Spiritual Classics: A Guide for Evangelicals (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2013).
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time reading and getting to know the spiritual classic and
the author who wrote it. Often, the introduction is written
by someone who has read the spiritual classic dozens, if not
hundreds, of times. The introduction will help you get the
most out of your first several readings of the text.
After reading the Introduction, notice that all Sacred Roots
Spiritual Classics are divided into eight chapters. These
chapters are not always of equal length, but they all are
weighty enough to engage your head, heart, and hands
as well as your habitat and habits. Following the eight
chapters, every SRSC includes a short section called
Continuing the Conversation. If you enjoyed reading
the spiritual classic, then Continuing the Conversation
will help you discover more resources to engage the
author(s) of the spiritual classic.
The Sacred Roots Spiritual Classics are divided into ten
parts to make it easier to talk about the text with friends
and coworkers. The table below provides four (of many)
examples of how to read a SRSC with a group of friends.
When friends commit to read and discuss a SRSC together,
the group is called a Sacred Roots Cohort.
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SRSC Section
to Read

“Sunday
School”
Class

“ChurchBased
Seminary”
Module

Monthly
Pastor’s
Meeting

Quarterly
Retreat
Discussion
Group

Ten Weeks

Eight Weeks

Monthly

Quarterly

Introduction

Week 1

Ch. 1

Week 2

Ch. 2

Week 3

Week 2

Ch. 3

Week 4

Week 3

Ch. 4

Week 5

Week 4

Week 1
Month 1

Month 2
Ch. 5

Week 6

Week 5

Ch. 6

Week 7

Week 6

Ch. 7

Week 8

Week 7

Ch. 8

Week 9
Month 3

Continuing
the
Conversation

Week 8
Week 10

Read text
before
retreat and
then discuss
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Review your reading. The best readers, like the best
leaders, do more than make a plan and work it. They also
pause to take time to review their work—or in this
case—their reading.9 Robert Clinton has noted that only
around 25 percent of leaders in the Bible finished well.10
If we hope to finish well in our generation we must learn
to attend to our habitat, our head, our heart, our hands,
and our habits. To attend means to pay attention, to apply
our self, to prioritize and to value something enough to
give it our time and our energy. Each chapter concludes
with five types of questions aimed at helping you review
your progress toward finishing well and hearing Jesus
say, “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matt 25:23).
Habitat? Habitat questions ask us to pause and
look around at our environment, our culture,
our generation, our nationality, and the things
that make up the Zeitgeist (spirit of the times).
Questions may ask about the author’s habitat
or our own. Since the SRSC were written across
many centuries and cultures, they often help us
notice aspects of our culture needing attention.
Head? Auguste Rodin’s sculpture known as The
Thinker sits before an 18-foot-tall sculpture
called The Gates of Hell. The massive sculptural
group reflects Rodin’s engagement with a
spiritual classic by Dante, The Divine Comedy.
Head questions require serious intellectual
9 The PWR (Plan, Work, Review) process is explained further by Don Allsman,
The Heroic Venture: A Parable of Project Leadership (Wichita, KS: The Urban Ministry
Institute, 2006).
10 Robert Clinton, The Making of a Leader: Recognizing the Lessons and Stages of
Leadership Development, Rev. ed. (Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 2012), 185−87.
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engagement as you talk with friends about
the author’s ideas, claims, and proposals.
Heart? In August of 1541 John Calvin wrote
a letter to a friend with this promise: “When I
remember that I am not my own, I offer up my
heart presented as a sacrifice to God.” Calvin’s
personal seal expressed this sincere desire. God
not only owns our mind, but also our will and
emotions. Heart questions will help you attend
to the people and things to which you give
your loves.
Hands? Albrecht Dürer sketched a drawing
called Study of the Hands of an Apostle in the
year 1508. The apostles were men of action,
yet Dürer portrays the apostle’s hands in prayer.
The action to which SRSC call us are often
surprising. Hands questions will challenge you
to evaluate carefully what action you are to
take after a particular reading.
Habits? Charlotte Mason (d. 1923) was a master
teacher. She believed Christian formation must
carefully attend to habit formation. Like laying
railroad tracks, habit formation is hard work.
But once laid, great work requires little effort
just as railroad cars run smoothly on tracks.
Habit questions challenge you to reflect on
small daily or weekly actions that form your
character and the character of those around you.
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Reading with Friends
The Sacred Roots Spiritual Classics are not meant to be
read alone; indeed, it is impossible to do so. Every time
we open a SRSC we read a book that has been read by
thousands of Christian leaders in previous generations,
is being read by thousands of Christian leaders in our
generation, and will be read (if the return of Christ tarries)
by thousands of Christian leaders in generations after us.
The readers before us have already finished their race.
These thousands of Christian leaders read the text in
hundreds of different cultures and across dozens of
different generations. All these “friends” read this text
with you now. As you read the SRSC, imagine yourself
talking about Benedict’s Rule (SRSC 2) with the reformer
Martin Luther; or picture yourself discussing Madam
Guyon’s A Short and Easy Method of Prayer with the
missionary Amy Carmichael. Remember you never read
a Sacred Roots Spiritual Classic alone.
However, it is not just leaders who have gone before, it is
also leaders in the present with whom you must imagine
reading this SRSC. Whatever benefit you find in reading
will be doubled when you share it with a friend. Whatever
trouble or difficulty you find in reading the text will be
halved when you share it with a friend. Resolve to never
read a Sacred Roots Spiritual Classic alone.
Perhaps you have noticed that the word “generation” has
already appeared in this preface more than fifteen times?
The SRSC represent the work of many generations
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working together. Five generations of evangelicals have
worked and prayed together on this project since its
public commencement in 2018. But these five generations
of living evangelicals represent only a small sample of
the many generations who have tested the faithfulness
and fruitfulness of the SRSC. Why does this matter? In
part, it matters because these texts are treasures to use and
then pass on to the next generation of leaders. Recognize
the emerging leaders God has called you to serve and
steward—share the Sacred Roots Spiritual Classics with them.
Careful readers of Scripture know that the most influential
leaders among God’s people have always worked in teams.
King David’s teams became legends—“the three,” “the
thirty.” The list of Paul’s missionary and ministry team
members whose first name we know from the New
Testament runs to nearly one hundred. Our Sacred Roots
team of teams prays that this text will be a blessing and
a reliable resource for you and your gospel friends as you
pursue kingdom business together.
Grace and Peace,
Don, Uche, Greg, May, Ryan, Isaiah, and Hank
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The Nicene Creed with Scriptural Support
The Urban Ministry Institute

We believe in one God,
Deut 6:4–5; Mark 12:29; 1 Cor 8:6

the Father Almighty,
Gen 17:1; Dan 4:35; Matt 6:9; Eph 4:6; Rev 1:8

Maker of heaven and earth
Gen 1:1; Isa 40:28; Rev 10:6

and of all things visible and invisible.
Ps 148; Rom 11:36; Rev 4:11

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Begotten Son
of God, begotten of the Father before all ages, God
from God, Light from Light, True God from True God,
begotten not created, of the same essence as the Father,
John 1:1–2; 3:18; 8:58; 14:9–10; 20:28; Col 1:15, 17; Heb 1:3–6

through whom all things were made.
John 1:3; Col 1:16

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary and became human.
Matt 1:20–23; Luke 19:10; John 1:14; 6:38

Who for us too, was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
suffered and was buried.
Matt 27:1–2; Mark 15:24–39, 43–47; Acts 13:29; Rom 5:8;
Heb 2:10; 13:12
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The third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,
Mark 16:5–7; Luke 24:6–8; Acts 1:3; Rom 6:9; 10:9; 2 Tim 2:8

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of
the Father.
Mark 16:19; Eph 1:19–20

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his Kingdom will have no end.
Isa 9:7; Matt 24:30; John 5:22; Acts 1:11; 17:31; Rom 14:9; 2 Cor 5:10;
2 Tim 4:1

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and life-giver,
Gen 1:1–2; Job 33:4; Pss 104:30; 139:7–8; Luke 4:18–19; John 3:5–6;
Acts 1:1–2; 1 Cor 2:11; Rev 3:22

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
John 14:16–18, 26; 15:26; 20:22

who together with the Father and Son is worshiped and
glorified,
Isa 6:3; Matt 28:19; 2 Cor 13:14; Rev 4:8

who spoke by the prophets.
Num 11:29; Mic 3:8; Acts 2:17–18; 2 Pet 1:21

We believe in one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
Matt 16:18; 1 Cor 1:2; 10:17; Eph 5:25–28; 1 Tim 3:15; Rev 7:9

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sin,
Acts 22:16; Eph 4:4–5; 1 Pet 3:21

And we look for the resurrection of the dead and the life
of the age to come.
Isa 11:6–10; Mic 4:1–7; Luke 18:29–30; Rev 21:1–5; 21:22–22:5

Amen.
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Memory Verses
Below are suggested memory verses, one for each section
of the Creed.
The Father
Rev 4:11 (ESV) — Worthy are you, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all
things, and by your will they existed and were created.
The Son
John 1:1 (ESV) — In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
The Son’s Mission
1 Cor 15:3–5 (ESV) — For what I received I passed on
to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,
and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.
The Holy Spirit
Rom 8:11 (ESV) — If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
through his Spirit who dwells in you.
The Church
1 Pet 2:9 (ESV) — But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession,
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called
you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

Resources for Application

Our Hope
1 Thess 4:16–17 (ESV) — For the Lord himself will
descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the
voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet
of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we
who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and
so we will always be with the Lord.
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From Before to Beyond Time:
The Plan of God and Human History

Adapted from Suzanne de Dietrich. God’s Unfolding Purpose.
Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1976.

I. Before Time (Eternity Past)
1 Cor. 2:7 (ESV) – But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God,
which God decreed before the ages for our glory (cf. Titus 1:2).

A.
B.
C.
D.

The Eternal Triune God
God’s Eternal Purpose
The Mystery of Iniquity
The Principalities and Powers

II. Beginning of Time (Creation and Fall)
Gen. 1:1 (ESV) – In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

A.
B.
C.
D.

Creative Word
Humanity
Fall
Reign of Death and First Signs of Grace

III. Unfolding of Time (God’s Plan Revealed through
Israel)
Gal. 3:8 (ESV) – And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the
Gentiles by faith, preached the Gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying,
“In you shall all the nations be blessed” (cf. Rom. 9:4-5).

A.
B.
C.
D.

Promise (Patriarchs)
Exodus and Covenant at Sinai
Promised Land
The City, the Temple, and the Throne
(Prophet, Priest, and King)
E. Exile
F. Remnant

Resources for Application

IV. Fullness of Time (Incarnation of the Messiah)
Gal. 4:4-5 (ESV) – But when the fullness of time had come, God sent
forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who
were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.

A. The King Comes to His Kingdom
B. The Present Reality of His Reign
C. The Secret of the Kingdom:
the Already and the Not Yet
D. The Crucified King
E. The Risen Lord
V. The Last Times (The Descent of the Holy Spirit)
Acts 2:16-18 (ESV) – But this is what was uttered through the prophet
Joel: “‘And in the last days it shall be,’ God declares, ‘that I will pour out
my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams; even on my male servants and female servants in those days
I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.’”

A. Between the Times: the Church as
Foretaste of the Kingdom
B. The Church as Agent of the Kingdom
C. The Conflict Between the Kingdoms
of Darkness and Light
VI. The Fulfillment of Time (The Second Coming)
Matt. 13:40-43 (ESV) – Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with
fire, so will it be at the close of the age. The Son of Man will send his
angels, and they will gather out of his Kingdom all causes of sin and all
lawbreakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like
the sun in the Kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.

A. The Return of Christ
B. Judgment
C. The Consummation of His Kingdom
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VII. Beyond Time (Eternity Future)
1 Cor. 15:24-28 (ESV) – Then comes the end, when he delivers the
Kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority
and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his
feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For “God has put all things
in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in
subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection
under him. When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself
will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him,
that God may be all in all.

A. Kingdom Handed Over to God the Father
B. God as All in All

Resources for Application

About the Sacred Roots Project
The Sacred Roots Thriving in Ministry Project seeks to
equip and empower under-resourced congregational leaders
in urban, rural, and incarcerated communities. One avenue
for accomplishing this goal is the Sacred Roots Spiritual
Classics, a series of abridged Christian spiritual classics that
equip congregational leaders to engage the wealth of the
Great Tradition.
Other Sacred Roots Spiritual Classics include:
Praying the Psalms with Augustine and Friends
Edited by Dr. Carmen Joy Imes
Becoming a Community of Disciples:
Guildelines from Abbot Benedict and Bishop Basil
Edited by Rev. Dr. Greg Peters
Spiritual Friendship:
Learning How to Be Friends with God and One Another
Edited by Rev. Dr. Hank Voss
Christian Mission and Poverty:
Wisdom from 2,000 Years of Church Leaders
Edited by Rev. Dr. Andrew T. Draper
Renewal in Christ: Athanasius on the Christian Life
Edited by Rev. Dr. Jeremy Treat
Practices of the Ancient Church
Edited by Dr. Michael Cooper
Social Justice and Scripture: The Witness of Las Casas
Edited by Rev. Dr. Robert Chao Romero and
Rev. Marcos Canales
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The Senior Editorial Team of the Sacred Roots Spiritual
Classics includes:
Rev. Dr. Don Davis
Publisher
The Urban Ministry Institute
Rev. Dr. Hank Voss
Executive Editor
Taylor University
Dr. Uche Anizor
Senior Editor
Biola University, Talbot School of Theology
Rev. Dr. Greg Peters
Senior Editor
Biola University, Torrey Honors College
Dr. May Young
Senior Editor
Taylor University
Rev. Ryan Carter
Managing Editor
The Urban Ministry Institute
Isaiah Swain
Managing Editor
Taylor University
The Senior Editorial Team acknowledges and appreciates
Dr. Gwenfair Adams (Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary), Dr. Betsy Barber (Biola University), Rev. Dr.
Nigel Black (Winslow Baptist Church), Dr. Jonathan
Calvillo (Boston University School of Divinity), Dr. Laura

Resources for Application

Edwards (Taylor University), Rev. Nathan Esla (Lutheran
Bible Translators), Dr. Nancy Frazier (Dallas Theological
Seminary), Dr. Jeff Greenman (Regent College), Dr. Kevin
Hector (University of Chicago Divinity School), Rev. Dr.
Wil Hernandez (Centerquest), Dr. James Houston (Regent
College), Dr. Evan B. Howard (Spirituality Shoppe), Rev.
Susie Krehbiel (Missionary, Retired), Rev. Dr. Tim Larsen
(Wheaton College), Dr. Stephanie Lowery (Africa
International University), Dr. Daniel Owens (Hanoi Bible
College), Rev. Dr. Oscar Owens (West Angeles Church of
God), Dr. Bob Priest (Taylor University), Rev. Dr. Robert
Romero (University of California, Los Angeles), Rev. Dr.
Jerry Root (Wheaton College), Dr. Fred Sanders (Biola
University), Dr. Glen Scorgie (Bethel University), Dr. Kyle
Strobel (Biola University), Dr. Daniel Treier (Wheaton
College), and Dr. Kevin Vanhoozer (Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School) for their support and encouragement.
Illustrations throughout the Sacred Roots volumes are
done by Naomi Noyes.
The Sacred Roots Spiritual Classics are dedicated to all
Christian leaders who have loved the poor and have
recognized the importance of Christian spiritual classics
for nurturing the next generation. We especially
recognize these fourteen:
John Wesley (1703–1791)
Rebecca Protten (1718−1780)
Elizabeth Fry (1780–1845)
Phoebe Palmer (1807–1874)
Dora Yu (1873–1931)
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A. W. Tozer (1897–1963)
Howard Thurman (1899–1981)
Watchman Nee (1903−1972)
James Houston (1922– )
J. I. Packer (1926–2020)
Tom Oden (1931–2016)
René Padilla (1932–2021)
Dallas Willard (1935–2013)
Bruce Demarest (1935–2021)

Remember your leaders,
those who spoke to you the word of God.
Consider the outcome of their way of life,
and imitate their faith.
~ Hebrews 13:7
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